Democratic Planning in China: Experience from the Quanzhou Studio

Organizers: Daniel Abramson and Jeffrey Hou
In June-July 2004, students and faculty from the University of Washington, the University of British Columbia, National Taiwan University, Southeast University (Nanjing), and Peking University gathered in Quanzhou, Fujian Province, in China to conduct a studio in Community-based Planning.  Following on a series of field studios and surveys, and participatory planning activities conducted in the historic Chengnan district of Quanzhou since 1999 (which were reported to the Pacific Rim Community Design conference in Hong Kong in December 2002), the 2004 studio focused first time both on the historic Cheng Nan and on the rapidly industrializing peri-urban village of Huoju.  In this studio, students demonstrated how residents and other stakeholders might be engaged in a survey and visioning process with respect to preservation and development in their communities.  The session will examine the challenges facing democratic, participatory planning and design in China using the projects in Quanzhou as case studies.  A brief introduction will be followed by student presentation from the two teams and a discussion on planning implications, pedagogical lessons and questions, and possible future initiatives.

 

