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The Eco-system of the Lijiang area, which locates in the upper end of the Yangzi river basin in Yunnan Province, China, is suffering from a striking decline. Aiming at solving this environmental problem in an interdisciplinary methodology, this paper will examine how the partnership between the government, local community, professionals and tourists can be developed toward the possibility of sustainable forest management. These findings are based on an on the spot inspection of a forestation activity carried out by an NGO organized by the authors. The type of tree most widely exploited in the artificial forest of Lijiang is Yunnan pine (Pinus yunnanensis). It is used as an important material for the vernacular wooden buildings of the Naxi people. Their largest and most famous settlement of Lijiang was registered as World Heritage in 1997. Due to the decline of the ecosystem, and the increasingly strict prohibition on tree felling since the great flood in 1998, the price of this traditional building material has been rising. In addition, long-term maintenance of the material itself is difficult. All these have made it extremely difficult for the restoration and succession of the World Heritage Site. Under these conditions, several young researchers, including the authors, who specialize in urban planning, architecture, and forestry, formed an NGO in 1998 for the promotion of afforestation in abandoned cultivation areas, along with setting up a cooperation relationship between the local government and local community through the afforestation activities. It is considered that the following three points are the key for success of this NGO’s afforestation activities: interdisciplinary research, education, and strategy. In contribution of the above characteristics, a partnership continues to be developed between the local government, stakeholders and the local community who formulate the basis of the forest’s administration.
