Reading Assignment Calendar – Part I

Geog 270: Geography of Development and Environmental Change

Autumn 2007
Below is the list of readings and the dates you are expected to have read them by. You will be responsible for all assigned readings. I may assign additional readings as the quarter progresses.
Note: It is very important that you remember which author writes what. Keep in mind you are not reading facts. Rather, you are reading arguments, so noting who argues what, and provides what kind of evidence in support of his/her argument, is a fundamental part of scholarship.
	Starting Out: What is Development?



	Date
	Topics and Readings

	9/26 (Wed)
	Introductions
What (and Where) is Development?
1. Willis, Katie. (2005) “Environment and Development Theory.” Theories and Practices of Development. New York: Routledge. (pp. 146-172).


	9/28 (Fri)
	Development History and Theory
1. Lawson, Victoria. (2007). “Development as Intervention: From Modernization to Neo-liberalism.” Making Development Geography. New York: Oxford University Press. (pp. 68-92 only).


	10/1 (Mon)
	Sustainability: A Nexus of Development and Environmental Studies

1. Dryzek, John S. (2005) “The Quest for Sustainability” and “Environmentally Benign Growth: Sustainable Development.” The Politics of the Earth.  New York: Oxford University Press. (pp.143-161).
2. Adams, W.M. (1990) “The Dilemma of Sustainability.” Green Development. New York: Routledge. (pp. 1-21).



	Topic 1: Population and Consumption



	Date
	Topics and Readings

	10/3 (Wed)
	The “Population Bomb”: Overpopulation Defined as a “Problem”
1. Coast, Earnestina.  (2002). “Population trends in Developing Countries.” The Companion to Development Studies. London: Arnold. (pp. 360-367).

2. Ehrlich, Dr. Paul R. (1975). “Prologue,” “Forward,” and “Chapter 1: The Problem.” The Population Bomb. Rivercity, MA: Rivercity Press. (pp.xi-25).
Film: “Future in the Cradle”


	10/5 (Fri)
	Malthus: Grandfather of Overpopulation Theories
1. Keyfitz, Nathan (1982) "Population Theory." International Encyclopedia of Population. John Ross, ed. New York: The Free Press. (pp. 539-540, section on Malthus only).

2. Robbins, Richard. (2002) “The Problem of Population Growth.” Global Problems and the Culture of Capitalism. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. (pp.  133-145 only). 


	10/8 (Mon)
	There is no “Problem”: Probability, Modernization, Techno-optimism and the Cornucopia Theory
1. Simon, Julian L. (1985). “Why Do We Still Think Babies Create Poverty?” The Washington Post. 13 October, 1985.
2. Gray, Robert J. (1984). “More People Mean More Famine.” The Washington Post. 24 November 1984.
3. Roach, John. (2001). “Forecast Sees Halt to Population Growth by  the End of the Century.” National Geographic News. (Accessed from http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2001/08/0806_population.html on September 23, 2007).


	10/10 (Wed)
	Limitations and Consequences of the Malthusian View
1. Robbins, Richard. (2002) “The Problem of Population Growth.” Global Problems and the Culture of Capitalism. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. (pp.  146-162).
Film: “Legacy of Malthus”


	10/12 (Fri)
	Consumption & Ecological Footprints: We’re not all Equal

1. Venetoulis, Jason and John Talberth. (2005) “Ecological Footprint of Nations” Accessed from http://www.redefiningprogress.org/publications/footprintnations2004.pdf on September 23, 2007.

2. Moffat, Ian. (2000) “Ecological Footprint.” Ecological Economics 32 (2000) (pp. 359–362).


	10/15 (Mon)
	Public and Private “Solutions”
1. Sagoff, Mark. (1997) “Do We Consume Too Much?” The Atlantic Monthly; Jun 1997; 279, 6. (pp. 60-96).
2. Scor, Juliet. (1999) “The New Politics of Consumption.” Boston Review. (Accessed from http://www.bostonreview.net/BR24.3/schor.html on September 18, 2007)


	10/17 (Wed)
	Guest Lecture: Dr. Doug Mercer on “‘Individualization’ & Consumption Politics”
1. Maniantes, Michael. (2002) “Individualization: Plant a Tree, buy a Bike, Save the World?” Confronting Consumption. London: MIT Press. (pp.43-59, 65-66).
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