
Geog 270 – Autumn 2007
Final Paper Assignment
Due: Friday, Dec. 7 (last day of class)
Length: 5 pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. font, 1” margins
Topic proposal due: Thursday, Nov. 15 in section
The final paper assignment is your opportunity to explore one of the issues of GMO agriculture in the Developing World in more depth. This is a research paper, requiring you to find high-quality sources to back up your position. But this is NOT just a report on the literature. You are required to provide a balanced and critically evaluative assessment – an analysis – of the GM debate from a particular point of view, your “stakeholder perspective.”
I. A Stakeholder Perspective

In this assignment, I am asking you to research the GM food debate from a particular point of view  -- that of a ‘stakeholder’ who is 1) located in a specific developing country, or 2) attached to an international development organization, or 3) employed by a transnational corporation:. For example, you might choose to write your paper from the perspective of:

· a farmer India (or Ghana or Peru), 
· a GM scientist working for Monsanto Corporation in China, 
· an anti-globalization campaigner concerned about a specific Third World Country, 
· a consultant to the Food and Agriculture Organization worried about food aid in Somalia,

· a businessperson wanting to invest in Indonesia, 

· an environmentalist from Mexico, etc.
Choose your stakeholder perspective in such a way that you can speak about the effects of GM agriculture in a specific place – a country, sub-national region, community, etc. Choose carefully; some choices will open lots of available information, and some will make it very hard to find resources.

You will write your paper to represent the particular concerns that your stakeholder would have on these issues. You will not write in that stakeholder’s voice, but rather you will represent his/her concerns in your research and writing.
II. Pick a Sub-debate
Focus on a particular sub-debate within the broader controversies surrounding GMO agriculture in the Third World. The decision on which sub-debate(s) you choose will partly depend on the stakeholder position you have adopted for the assignment. For example, as a poor Brazilian farmer you may want to focus on economic aspects of GM crops or on their environmental impact. As an international aid worker, you are more likely to be interested in issues surrounding emergency feeding and local resistance to accepting GM food aid.

In other words, you will want to focus on one aspect of the GM debate such as trade, environmental concerns, food consumption, or the actual or potential impact of GM food on a particular region of the world. Some possible sub debates:

· effects on the environment, 

· human health, 

· economic issues, including costs of adoption, 

· equity and poverty,

· the politics of patenting laws,

· etc.. 

III. Conceptual frameworks
This paper is not a simple “report” about what other people are writing on this topic. You are required to use the course material and your research material to assess or analyze the debate that confronts your stakeholder. To do this, you will want to employ some of the conceptual frameworks we have talked about in class. Your paper may lean toward an expository or argumentative strategy, but it must in any case be analytical. By analytical I mean that you apply a concept or framework to real-life situation. 
Some of the concepts you may wish to consider include:
· What politics are involved? – personal, national, and international; 

· What development theory(ies) underpin the various arguments you encounter in your research? (e.g., Modernization, sustainability, Capitalism and neoliberalism, cornucopianism);

· “Naming and Framing” – What kind of rhetorical approach(es) does (do) your sources use? (Logical argument/ appeal to reason? Tear-jerker stories? Scientific fact with statistics?)

· Governing the Commons (Dietz)
· New politics of consumption vs. “Individualization”
IV. Opposing views
Be sure to briefly discuss arguments that are contrary to your stakeholder’s position, and counter those arguments. For instance, your stakeholder is concerned about health effects of GMOs. Others write that GMOs have not been proven to be harmful. Your paper should talk about this contrary argument, then respond to it with perspectives important to our stakeholder. (For instance, the stakeholder might say, that using the “precautionary principle,” we should wait until GMOs are proven safe.)
V. Sources
You may use class readings, popular press, and reputable web articles as sources. You must use at least five (5) different sources in your paper to support your position. Of these, at least two (2) must be academic articles. Be aware of and careful about the sources you use – what are those sources’ biases and agendas? How do these support or speak against your stakeholder position?
VI. Topic Proposal
You will submit a half-page (two paragraph topic proposal in section on the date indicated above. This proposal must include your stakeholder perspective and sub-debate. In addition you should include a preliminary list of sources and some ideas for conceptual frameworks you will employ.

VII. Criteria

We will provide you with the same grading criteria that we will use in grading the papers in the next few days.
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