Geog 270 – Aut 2007
Midterm Exam Review Topics
These are some example questions and areas for study. You are responsible for all course material – readings, lectures, section, and films – not only those items on this sheet.

The exam will be on Monday, November 5. You will have the bulk of the regularly scheduled lecture time to complete the exam.

The exam will consist of multiple choice and/or True-False questions. You will need a Scan-tron form (available at eh bookstore) and a “number 2” pencil  to record your answers.

I. What is Development and Sustainability

Although we never defined “development,” we talked about a couple of different approaches that are commonly used. At the very least, you should know the basic tenants of Modernization theory (Rostow “stages of growth”) and the Cornucopian approach.

Likewise we did not define “sustainability,” but we talked about its history and underlying ideas:

· From which intellectual and activist traditions did “sustainability” come?

· How (or why) is it an “integrative term”?

· How does the metaphor of “spaceship earth” capture the ideals of sustainability?

· In what ways do questions of sustainability embody political positions? (e.g., what about the idea of “fairness” when asking poor countries to reduce air pollution?)

II. Population and Consumption

(Please see the Population and Consumption Review Sheet available on the course website for more study material.)

Some things to know:

· Malthus

· Malthusian and neo-Malthusian approaches to population issues

· Demographic Transition theory

· Wealth Flows theory

· Cornucopian approach

· If we change the definition of the “problem” from too many people to too much consumption, what happens to the geography of the “solutions”?

· Why is consumption a better rubric for discussion the issue of population effects on the environment?

· What is “individuization,” and how does that idea affect issues of population, consumption and environment?

· Review main arguments for each author

III. Global Warming and the Third World

What is the basic mechanism behind the ideas of the “greenhouse effect” and anthropogenic global warming? (How is the earth being warmed through human activity?)

What is the IPCC? How does it operate? Why is it influential? What was the main message of its latest report?

What are some of the negative effects of global warming on third World countries and people?

What are some of the “direct” and “indirect” health effects on people from developing countries from global warming? (What is the difference between “direct” and “indirect” health effects?)

What is the concept of “the commons?” How is it tied into environmentalism and global warming?

What is Kobert’s main take-home message? Note how she links large-scale phenomena with local effects; how does that way of describing the problem of global warming speak to the issues of  global warming and development?
