
GEOG 270 – Autumn 2007

Geography of Development and Environmental Change

	Instructor:
	Joe Hannah, PhD
	e-mail:
	jhannah@u.washington.edu

	classroom:
	301 Miller Hall
	office hours:
	Tue/Wed 10:00-11:00 (or by appt.)

	lectures:
	MWF 1:30-2:20
	office:
	303A Smith Hall


	Course e-mail list:
	geog270a_au07@u.washington.edu

	Course website:
	http:\\faculty.washington.edu/jhannah/geog270aut07


	TAs:
	Will Buckingham
	e-mail: wsb2@u.washington.edu

	
	Hong Chen
	e-mail: hongchen@u.washington.edu


Introduction
Social and economic development in the Third World is intimately connected to a variety of critical global environmental issues in complex links of cause and effect. The twin issues of poverty and environmental degradation in today’s world have defied all attempts at comprehensive solutions. The problems are evident – pollution, hunger, deforestation, political unrest; the list seems nearly endless. Development agencies and environmental groups, coming at these issues from different positions, are beginning to find common ground. But do their very ways of understanding the problems prevent any real consensus about the solutions? Do competing ideologies, such as environmental preservation and neo-liberal capitalism stifle creative policy action? Or do new understanding of the dynamics of poverty and environment offer hope for a better future?
This class is an introductory exploration of some of the concepts, theories and ideologies of international development as they relate to issues of environmental change. We will approach these ‘ways of knowing’ about development and the environment through three example topics: population, climate change, and “modernized” agriculture using genetically modified crops. In what ways do these issues affect developing countries? And what do these issues tell us about the larger processes of development and environmental change in both our own lives and in the lives of people living in the Third World?
Course Objectives

During the quarter, students will:

· gain additional knowledge about the three environmental/development issues surrounding population, consumption, global climate change and GMO crops, particularly as they affect the Third World;

· increase his/her understanding of the issues and controversies involved in international development theory and problems of sustainability;

· build skills in the critical  analysis of arguments about international development, sustainability, and environmental change.
Required readings:

There is one required book for this class:
Kolbert, Elizabeth. (2006) Fieldnotes from a Catastrophe. New York: Bloomsbury.
Please note that this is the “UW Common Book” for 2007-2008. For more information, go to http://www.washington.edu/uaa/commonbook/
Most of the course readings will be in the form of a series of required articles every week. These areticles will be available in the form of a course reader from Ram’s Photocopies at 4144 University Way (“The Ave”) Most will also be available  in electronic form on the course website – see the URL above.
Course Requirements

Students are required to:

· attend all class sessions (both lecture and section);

· complete all reading assignments by the date due, before class;

· turn in written assignments on time; and

· participate actively in classroom discussion and group activities.

All written work (except assignments completed in class) is to be submitted typewritten, double-spaced, using a 12-point font, unless otherwise specified. 
Due to the large class size, deadlines are not flexible. No late assignments will be accepted except in documented cases of emergencies. Papers and assignments written in fulfillment of requirements for other classes (other than the Writing Link course) will not be accepted.
Misconduct

The ‘Student Conduct Code’ explains that admission to the University carries with it the presumption that students will practice high standards of professional honesty and integrity (WAC 478-120-020 [2]). This idea is expanded in the document “Academic Honesty: Cheating and Plagiarism,” which was prepared by the Committee on Academic Conduct in the College of Arts and Sciences. The document provides a definition of academic misconduct, explains what happens in cases of suspected misconduct, and provides some suggestions for avoiding such misconduct.

Student Conduct Code: www.washington.edu/students/handbook/conduct.html
Academic Honesty: Cheating and Plagiarism: depts.washington.edu/grading/issue1/honesty.htm
Grading
The following work will be used to evaluate student performance in the course:
	Requirement
	% of grade

	Daily participation in class and group activities

Discussion participation, in-class writing assignments, peer reviews, and quizzes will make up this grade.
	15%

	Ecological footprint assignment
Calculate your own ecological footprint. Details will be announced.
	10%

	Midterm Exam 

The midterm will cover all class concepts up to that point. Details about the date, content and format of the exam TBA.
	25%

	Final paper

The final paper is your opportunity to bring together the many ideas and skills we have learned in this class. Papers will be 4-5 pages, double-spaced. Additional information, including the specific topic of the paper, will be provided after the third week of class.
	25%

	Final Exam 

The final will cover all class concepts covered during the quarter. Details about content and format of the exam TBA.
	25%


Grade Changes: Requests for grade changes will only be accepted in writing, and only within 3 days of the assignment being handed back to students. Requests must be justified in terms of the content of the assignment, not by outside considerations. All such requests will be considered by the TAs and the course instructor. If the student is not satisfied with the decision over the grade change request, s/he may appeal to the Geography Department chair.
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