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ABSTRACT. This essay begins by suggesting that political discourse analysis
should identify the inadequacies of existing discourse relative to an ideal
model of democratic deliberation. Modern writings on political discourse
are then reviewed, connecting related concepts and theories from a var-
iety of academic disciplines. The review discusses lexicon (vocabulary,
technical words, imprecise words, euphemisms and loaded words), gram-
mar (speech acts, implicature, syntax, pronouns and naming conven-
tions), rhetorical strategies (integrative complexity, rituals, metaphors
and myths) and conversational tactics (turn-taking and agenda-setting).
The conclusion offers suggestions for future theory and research on politi-
cal discourse.
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INTRODUCTION

Politics and discourse are inextricably intertwined. Political interaction
requires language structures, and linguistic behavior necessarily involves
" structures of domination and legitimation (Giddens, 1984). In this sense,
all discourse is political (Shapiro, 1981); however, there is another, nar-
rower meaning of political discourse. According to this definition, political
discourse occurs ‘when political actors, in and out of government, com-
municate about political matters, for political purposes’ (Graber, 1981:
196). This parallels Bitzer’s (1981: 228) definition of political rhetoric,
which includes ‘every citizen who deliberates and creates messages about
civic affairs’. Civic affairs or politics are defined as those practices that
require the engagement of the public and/or government, such as elections,
public spendinF, public and legislative debate about laws and political
principles, etc.

Scholarly work on political discourse dates back to (or predates) Aris-
totle. Philosophers, political theorists and rhetoricians have examined
political language in recent centuries (Black, 1965; Delia, 1987; Vickers,
1988). In the last three decades, though, the subject has received a great
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