What I am going to be talking about today is a peculiarity of the dogs portrayed along with children in a certain kind of Russian family portrait, in the first 100 years after the introduction of that popular European genre into post-Petrine Russia.
… standards of illusory realism that had prevailed in European art since the Renaissance

… study of anatomy:  as necessary for the convincing depiction of animals as in the case of humans

Features of dogs that are difficult to represent: teeth, toes, tails and tongues

