HINDI 431

Advanced Hindi Conversation
Autumn Quarter 2008
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Instructor: Jennifer Dubrow
Email: jdubrow@u.washington.edu
Office: 250 Gowen Hall

Office Hours: MW 1:30-2:20 PM and by appointment

Class Meeting Time and Place: MWF 2:30-3:20 PM in 331 Thompson Hall
Course Website: http://faculty.washington.edu/jdubrow
(has links to assignments, listening comprehension)
Course Goals:  The goal of Hindi 431 is to enable students to develop speaking proficiency in modern standard Hindi beyond their level at the start of the quarter.  We will engage in a variety of activities designed to improve grammatical accuracy, fluency, pronunciation and general speaking ability.  These activities will include memorizing and reciting scripted conversations; grammar and comprehension drills; oral presentations; listening comprehension exercises; taped pronunciation exercises; and unscripted conversation.  In all of these activities our goals will be to improve accuracy and fluency, and to avoid “break-downs” in conversation where the student feels unable to communicate.  The emphasis in this class, as compared to other Hindi classes, will be on conversational Hindi, employing a mixed vocabulary and including interjections, idiomatic expressions, polite discourse, and conversation stoppers/starters where appropriate.  General strategies for speaking Hindi, such as attention to verbs and phrasing, and increased use of indirect constructions and emphatic particles, will also be discussed.  Hindi 431 will be offered in Winter Quarter and can be repeated for credit.
Oral Evaluation Methods:  

To gauge student progress, students will have an ACTFL (American Council of Teachers of Foreign Languages) style interview and given a speaking proficiency rating.  This will be done at the beginning of autumn quarter and then again at the end of autumn or winter quarter, depending on whether the student enrolls in both quarters of Hindi 431.  This interview will not be graded and is intended solely to help students measure their progress.  Students will also be recorded at various times during the quarter so as to develop an oral portfolio of their speaking.

Class Responsibilities:  
To maximize the progress you make in this class, and also to create a productive and supportive class environment, it is important that students attend all class sessions and come prepared to each class.  All class activities presuppose completion of the assignment and each class will build off the previous one.

Grading Policy:
The final grade for this class will be determined by the following factors:

(1) Class preparation, including the memorization of assigned conversations and oral presentations, and attendance: 40%

(2) Oral performance in class: 40%

(3) Oral portfolio and final project: 20%
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