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rated how important the group was, how often the group members interacted, and how
similar to one another the members were. In addition, they indicated the group’s enti-
tativity by rating the degree to which the people qualified as a group. Table 9.1 shows
that four categories emerged from this analysis. The groups with the highest entitativity
ratings were intimacy groups, such as families and romantic couples. Task-oriented
groups, such as support groups or sports teams, comprised the second category. A third
type, labeled social categories, included various social identities, such as American or
doctor. The final category was labeled loose associations. Included here were people
who live in the same neighborhood or attend the same university.

B. Why Join a Group?
If you’re like most people, you belong to several groups. Some of these are formal
organizations (perhaps you belong to a sorority or fraternity, or a church or synagogue),
while others are more informal (perhaps you have formed a study group that meets
to discuss social psychology). If you think about it, you probably joined these groups
for a variety of reasons.

1. Functions of Groups

Groups Help Us Achieve Goals. You may have joined a group with a specific goal
in mind. For example, if you want to play lead guitar, you need to form a rock band
with a bass player, drummer, and rhythm guitar player. Groups can also help us
achieve our goals by providing information. Many college freshman join groups to
learn about campus life and help them adjust to their new experience. In both of these
examples, groups serve an instrumental function: Joining a group helps people achieve
a goal or objective they wouldn’t be able to attain on their own.

TABLE 9.1 Four Types of Groups That Vary in Entitativity

Category Label Examples Description

Intimacy groups Families Small size
Romantic couples High levels of interaction

Long duration

Task-oriented groups People attending a support Small size
group  High levels of interaction
Members of a sports team Moderate duration

Social categories Americans Large size
Doctors Moderate levels of 

interaction 
Long duration

Loose associations People who live in the Large size
same neighborhood Low levels of interaction
Students attending a university Moderate duration

Source: Lickel et al. (2000).

bro0796X_ch09_316-350  5/11/05  6:29 PM  Page 318 Nish _05:Desktop Folder:

EQA


