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D. Individual Difference Approaches
Archie Bunker is one of the most recognizable television characters of all time. In
the hit comedy show All in the Family, Archie (played by Carroll O’Connor) con-
sistently spewed invectives toward a wide variety of social groups: women, homo-
sexuals, Jews, Catholics, Polish Americans, African Americans, and so on. In short,
Archie was a bigot who hated just about everyone who wasn’t just like him. Although
fictional, the Archie Bunker character calls attention to the fact that some people are
more prejudiced than others. Our final theory of prejudice examines the origins of
these differences.

1. The Authoritarian Personality

Seeking to understand the strong anti-Semitism that characterized Germany during
Hitler’s regime, a group of researchers set out in the 1940s to describe the characteris-
tics of a person who is prejudiced against many social groups (Adorno, Frenkel-
Brunswik, Levinson, & Sanford, 1950). Table 10.2 describes key aspects of this profile,
which is known as the authoritarian personality. Among other things, the authoritarian
personality is characterized by a rigid adherence to conventional values, hero worship,
and a tendency to think in categorical (black-and-white) terms.

Although the scale used to measure the authoritarian personality was devised more
than 50 years ago, it continues to predict attitudes toward contemporary issues and
concerns. For example, people who score high in authoritarianism express punitive
attitudes toward gays and lesbians, drug users, the homeless, and people who are
HIV positive (Haddock, Zanna, & Esses, 1993; B. E. Peterson, Doty, & Winter, 1993;
Whitley, 1999). Authoritarians even express negative attitudes toward people who are
overweight (Crandall & Biernat, 1990).

TABLE 10.2 Characteristics of the Authoritarian Personality

Factor Description Sample Items

Conventionalism Rigid adherence to conventional, Obedience and respect for authority are 
middle-class values the most important virtues children 

should learn.

Authoritarian submission Submissive, uncritical, and idealized Every person should have complete faith 
attitude toward moral authorities of in some supernatural power whose 
the ingroup decisions he obeys without question.

Authoritarian aggression Tendency to condemn, reject, and Most of our social problems would be 
punish people who violate solved if we could somehow get rid of 
conventional values the immoral, crooked, and feebleminded 

people.

Superstition and stereotypy The belief in mystical determinants of People can be divided into two classes: 
the individual’s fate; the disposition to the weak and the strong.
think in rigid categories

Source: Adorno, Frenkel-Brunswik, Levinson, and Sanford (1950).
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