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An investigation by Ekman and Friesen (1971) provided a particularly strong test
of this claim. These researchers traveled to a remote village in New Guinea and
studied facial recognition of emotions in a visually isolated, preliterate tribe, the
South Fore. While listening to an emotion-evoking story (e.g., a father’s child has
died and he feels sad; a man is looking at something that smells bad), the partici-
pants were asked to select a photograph that best represented what the person was
feeling. The South Fore had little difficulty with this task, selecting the same emo-
tion photographs that people in literate Western cultures had selected. In a subse-
quent study, members of the South Fore were asked to show how their faces would
look if they were experiencing a variety of emotion-provoking events (e.g., you are
angry and about to fight). These expressions were photographed and then shown
to Americans. For most of these emotions, the Americans were able to correctly
identify the emotional state.

2. Infants Read Facial Expression of Emotion

The universal tendency to recognize facial expressions of emotion suggests that this abil-
ity is innate. Research with infants provides further support for this claim. Parent–child

FIGURE 3.5
Six Facial Expressions of Emotion

People in various countries around the world can recognize the emotions being expressed in each
face. Top row: anger, fear, surprise. Bottom row: disgust, happiness, sadness.
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