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digitized into a computer file, and the digitized values were averaged to form com-
posite photographs (see Figure 3.3). Langlois and Roggman then showed these photo-
graphs to a group of college students and asked them to judge the attractiveness of
each facial image, using a 1-to-5 scale, with 1 = Very unattractive and 5 = Very attrac-
tive. Figure 3.4 shows that the more faces the researchers used to create the facial
image, the more attractive the colleges students judged the face to be. These findings
support the claim that average facial features are attractive (see also G. Rhodes &
Tremewan, 1996).

You should keep two points in mind when considering these results. First, exotic
facial features can be attractive. A person with radiant blue eyes can be quite allur-
ing, even though this facial feature is rare. Second, although the word average can
mean “ordinary” or “typical,” it is rare to find a person with many average facial fea-
tures (Alley & Cunningham, 1991).

3. Why Do People Prefer Attractive Faces?

Two theories have been developed to explain why people prefer attractive faces. An
evolutionary model assumes that attractive people are healthier and more fertile than
are unattractive people and that, because of this, they were more apt to be chosen as
mates and more apt to pass their (attractive) genes on to the next generation (Berry,

FIGURE 3.2
Feminized and Masculinized Faces of Caucasian and Japanese Men and Women

Within each pair, the face on the left has been digitally feminized and the face on the right has
been digitally masculinized. When asked which face they found more attractive, participants
preferred the feminized face on the left of each pair. They also believed the person on the left
was more trustworthy and warm, suggesting that perceived warmth underlies the preference for
feminized faces.

Source: Perrett et al. (1998).
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