
to be accepting of a person who has committed a crime of honor (D. Cohen &
Nisbett, 1997).

Cohen and colleagues conducted a series of experiments to examine these tenden-
cies under controlled laboratory conditions (D. Cohen, Nisbett, Bowdle, & Schwarz,
1996). One study involved northern and southern students attending the University of
Michigan. In this study, a male participant was walking through a narrow hallway when
a confederate of the experimenter came toward him, refusing to yield. After bumping
into the participant, the confederate insulted him, using a vulgar epithet. Finally, the par-
ticipant encountered another confederate farther down the hallway. Figure 13.2 shows
that this affront had a greater effect on southern men than on northern men. In com-
parison to men in a control condition who had not been bumped or insulted, southern
men experienced greater rises in testosterone (panel A) and were less apt to yield to the
second confederate walking down the hall (panel B) than were northern men. These
findings are consistent with the claim that southern men are especially apt to become
aggressive when their masculinity is challenged or their reputation is impugned.

E. Learning to Aggress
Cultural variations in levels of aggression demonstrate that aggression is substantially
influenced by learning. Although some socialization is explicitly taught and verbally
reinforced, a good deal of socialization occurs through observation. After watching
how adults behave, children model this behavior and act in a similar way.
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FIGURE 13.2
Southern and Northern American Men’s Reactions to an Insult

While walking down a narrow hallway, southern and northern men were insulted by a confeder-
ate who refused to yield. In comparison with northern men, southern men responded to this
insult with increased testosterone (panel A) and more aggression toward a second confederate
(panel B). These data are consistent with the claim that the American South is characterized by a
culture of honor.

Source: D. Cohen, Nisbett, Bowdle, and Schwarz (1996).
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