Chapter 1 & 2 & 4 Review Assignment

Due: April 2, 2008

5 points

Read through the handouts given in class for Chapter 1 Introduction, Chapter 2 Research Methods and Chapter 4 Reconnaissance Observation to answer the questions below.  Be sure to use your own words (paraphrase) when answering.

Your answers should be typed, double-spaced, 1-inch margins, 1-2 pages. 

1) What is a hypothesis? Describe hypothesis testing in the context of animal behavior.  

2) Describe the observational, experimental, correlational and comparative methods and give the limitations (drawbacks) of each.

3) What are independent (IV) and dependant (DV) variables?  How does the IV differ between each of the methods given in question 2? 

4) Summarize what the authors mean by “watching versus observing”.   What are some important things to consider, and do, when observing and taking field notes?

5) What is an ethogram? What is the difference between empirical and functional descriptions, which is preferred and why?  What does is mean for behaviors in your ethogram to be mutually exclusive?  What does it mean for them to be exhaustive?  

