Personal Space Observation

Due Date:  April 9, 2008

5 point assignment

The topic is personal space.  Humans have a concept of personal space, the space they comfortably allow between themselves and others, which varies across cultures, contexts and individuals.    

Arrive early at your other classes that are meeting this week; choose 2-3 classrooms of varying sizes for your observations.  If your classes don’t vary in size much, visit one of the larger lecture rooms (i.e. Kane Hall) and unobtrusively observe students as they enter.  

Your task is to pay attention to general characteristics of the individuals, which seats they select, and how they select them. Record as much information as you can.  If you are visiting a class leave before the class actually starts and don’t be disruptive in any way.

Write up your observations and be as detailed as possible. 

· Describe what you did, how you did it, and where, be as detailed as possible, the reader should be able to recreate what you did, picture the setting etc.  
· Report what you found objectively and quantitatively (a tally of the choices made)  for example:  “Both male and female students chose to sit near female students when that was an option. Of the 20 males that entered the 100-student classroom nearly all (n=19) sat near female students.  Six of these male students chose the seat immediately next to a female student and 14 left an empty seat between them. All of the females observed (n=13) chose to either sit next to (n=5) to or within one seat of (n=7) another female.”   
· In a separate section, describe how the seats are chosen interpretively (do not give numbers here, but do refer to the trends seen in the data given above) by discussing how each of these factors appear to influence choices*:  

subject characteristics  (gender, race, age) 

location characteristics (does class size matter) 

other (arrival time, where they sit in the room)

characteristics of the person they sit near

· What do your specific observations suggest generally about how personal space issues manifest and how they are dealt with (what do you conclude from your observations)?     .
* All  of those questions should be addressed in your paper, if you do not have the data to address them then explain that you don’t and why don’t 

Your paper should be  no more than 2 pages in length, be sure the reporting of the various tallies is its own paragraph and you interpretive information is in a separate paragraph.

