On-Your-Own Fieldtrip

Due Date:  April 14, 2008  

10 points

The primary goal of this field trip is to get you some exposure to the behavior of wild animals and to help generate possible project topic ideas. You can watch one or more individuals.  You may not do your observations on any of your pets or a friend’s pets.

Suggested locations for fieldtrip:  Union Bay natural area, UW campus (near Burke Museum, Drumheller fountain, cafes), Greenlake, arboretum, local dog parks, other parks 

STYLE:  Avoid using personal pronouns, “I” or “my” in your write-up.
Part One: 
· Identify the animal you are observing.  Give both the common name and the scientific name  (Genus species) 

· Give a detailed physical description 

· Describe the habitat (surroundings of your observation site) 

· Describe the group structure.   Is the animal alone, or in a group? If a group, describe the group composition: Are they all the same species? Are they all adults, or are juveniles present? Are they all the same sex? How can you tell? 

Part Two:
· Spend some time observing the animal’s behavior (At least 60-120 minutes).  You can do this for one long observation period or up to 4 shorter ones. Collect ad lib data.  Write down everything your subject does, with as much detail as possible.  Turn this in (attach to your written report). 

· Use these notes to name and describe in detail three distinct behaviors that you observed which interested you; for each identify whether it was a “state” or an “event” behavior.   

· Do a little research on your study animal:  Describe how one or more behaviors you observed fit with what is known about this species (you may not use a website for this instead use Grzimek’s animal life encyclopedia (http:/tinyurl.com/tcjkll then click to connect to this title online) or Audubon Online Field Guides http://www.enature.com/fieldguides/).  

· Identify a possible study topic and hypothesis for this animal.  Pick something you could actually study for this class.  The hypothesis should also be logical – have some reason to expect X to influence Y - what does your research on this species/topic suggest? Be sure to identify the independent and dependant variables when stating your hypothesis.  

The written assignment should be NO LONGER THAN 2 PAGES, 1 inch margins, double spaced + ad libitum data attached

