How to Write Your Methods Section – Methods Proposal Assignment

Due: Monday, April 28, 2008 – turn in to Guthrie Mailbox by 11:30

10 points

Main goal:  Describe in detail how you will conduct your observations

Important issues:

1. Organization (divide into several sections) Subjects: i., ii., Procedure: iii., iv., v., vi, ix

2. Clear, concise writing (spelling, grammar, complete sentences), using own words

3. Sufficient detail so that someone else could actually duplicate your study

Be sure to address all of the following questions in detail:

i. Provide information on your subjects*: how many are present if working with a group.  What information do you have about age, sex, etc.? Will you need to identify your individual(s) of interest? If so how will you do so? Are they uniquely marked? Are there other animals present?  What species?  How many?

ii. Describe your study site* in detail (if relevant to your hypothesis be sure to attach a diagram showing key features).  Give approximate dimensions, explain all terrain, etc.. 

iii. Give the study duration (provide specific dates) and propose your data collection schedule: days, times, duration of observation periods etc.. Be sure you have a total of 20 hours (maybe more) proposed. 

iv. Explain exactly how you will collect the data.  Describe the sampling and recording rules you will use and provide the details specific to your study (i.e. intervals).

v. Identify possible confounds (i.e. time of day, weather) and describe how they will be controlled for or addressed in your study?

vi. Briefly discuss the behaviors you intend to measure.  Attach a detailed ethogram in a table format, refer to this table in the text (see Table 1).

vii. Attach your data sheet (will it record all the information you need?)

viii. Attach your spreadsheet (does it set up data entry so that you can run your analyses?)

ix. List the statistical test(s) you are planning to run on these data.  State the IV(s) and DV(s) you will be running. Check with the statistics handouts and your statistics textbook to be sure that your data collection methodology is appropriate and meets the assumptions of the test you select.  Having done that, explain (justify) why this is the correct test to run and what it will tell you (what specifically does it test for?).

x. Summarize how your study design and choice of statistical test allows you to test your hypothesis.  Are your observations balanced for each level of your IV?  Have you already identified these levels?  Do you have to do anything special to collect data on them? Is what you proposed doable (studying the effects of sunshine on behavior)? Is there measurable variation to work with? Is the DV a behavior that is likely to occur? 

*Be sure to cite any sources of information used: keeper (pers. com.), graphic, website, article 

