Literature Review & Introduction

Due: Friday, April 25, 2008 in Guthrie Mailbox by 11:30

10 point assignment

For this assignment you are going through the process necessary to write the draft of  the introduction to your final paper.  Read through the entire assignment before you begin.

This assignment is divided into 3 sections: 

Part 1. Literature Review 

Part 2. 1-page Introduction 

Part 3. References 

Literature Review:

First, introduce your topic and present your study objectives or goals (why study what you want to study, why might it be important to look at this particular topic). 

Second, the literature review will serve as your background research.  This background information provides the context from which your study is derived.  You will need to summarize 5 past studies (from peer reviewed scientific journals or book chapters) that are pertinent to your proposed study.  If you can’t find similar studies, see me.  You may need to look for studies conducted on similar species, or that were conducted in captivity versus the wild.  You can also go by topic.  If your study is on play behavior in otters but you can’t find anything on that, an article on play behavior in seals may be relevant enough. Each study should be clearly indicated by the author names (see library handout for citation style), summarized in a paragraph, and contain appropriate details, especially those that you may be interested in duplicating in your study.    

Third, conclude this section with your hypotheses and predictions.  What do you expect to happen?  Be specific, be clear what your independent and dependant variables are.  Only predict a direction if the literature strongly and specifically suggests one. 

Your review should be 1.5 – 2 pages long.  Do not quote; always use your own words.

Introduction (here you are writing the actual draft introduction for your final paper)
For each of the papers you have been reading to summarize, focus on how their introductions were written, use their structure to help guide you in writing your own paper’s introduction.  

Your introduction should be ~ 1 page (~3 paragraphs), the idea here is to summarize the summaries even further – to distill the information down as much as possible to only the most relevant facts and to cite the references that support those facts. Now that you have thoroughly read those papers you know what they say and how it relates to your topic.  Use this information to construct the background information necessary for your study.  Use additional references (i.e. articles, books or field guides no websites)

if the 5 articles you summarized don’t give you all the information you need.

Your introduction should tell the reader:  

-Who you are studying: (give both the scientific name and the common name)

-Some basic facts about them: (where are they found- what countries, what type of habitat, approximate size, social structure)  Use Grzimek’s animal encyclopedia http://tinyurl.com/2cjkll or Audubon Online Field Guides http://www.enature.com/fieldguides/). 

Next go into these 3 points or some combination of them in whatever order is most logical

-something about your topic: i.e. what is stereotypy? why study it? what have others found who have studied it?  How does it relate to stress? (use papers from your lit review)

-something specific about your species that is relevant – Captive male otters show more overt signs of stress than female otters do when they are confined (Blarg et al., 1979). (use papers from your lit review)

-something about your species X your topic: what have other studies found out about stereotypy in your species? On closely related species? (use papers from your lit review)  
-Segue from these other studies into “The present study…. your own goals/objectives (repeated but more succinct than what you put in the beginning of your literature review).

-End with your clearly stated hypothesis (don’t label IVs and DVs here).  

Throughout your introduction be sure that you are citing references to support all facts given and be sure that you are following the proper APA format when doing so (see library handout). 

References:
Give the list of the references you used (5 or more papers, encyclopedia/field guide).

No websites. 

Use the library handout for proper APA format when writing out the full citations.

