PSYCH 330 LABORATORY IN ANIMAL BEHAVIOR SPRING 2008   

This course is designed to provide the student with practical, hands-on demonstrations of  selected concepts in animal behavior, as well experience in animal behavior research.  Research experience includes exposure to a variety of study species and systems, primary  animal behavior literature, and the equipment and techniques used in the field and laboratory  study of behavior. It is intended for students who have completed the required quantitative  courses and are Psych or Bio majors. It is often taken by students who have completed one of  the introductory Animal Behavior courses (Psych 200 or 300) and are interested in gaining  further background in the modern study of animal behavior. 

FACULTY SUPERVISOR: Dr. James C. Ha    

PHONE: 543-7494, 543-2420 EMAIL: jcha@u.washington.edu    

OFFICE: Guthrie, Room 309   

OFFICE HOURS: TBA     

WWWsite: faculty.washington.edu/jcha (note: no ‘www.’)    

GRADUATE TEACHING ASSISTANTS (and primary instructor):  

Cheryl Frederick 9:30 – 11:20
EMAIL:  cherylf@u.washington.edu  

OFFICE HOURS: Wednesdays, 11:30-12:20 & by appointment

OFFICE: Guthrie Hall, Room 318,

MAILBOX:  Guthrie Hall, 1st floor, down the hall left of the main office, on the left.  Graduate student mailboxes are on the inner wall. When assignments are due on days we don’t have class turn them in to the Guthrie mailbox by 11:30.

TEXT (required): None     

OTHER NEEDED SUPPLIES: small field notebook (like a “Rite-in-the-Rain” notebook),  basic stats calculator (or Excel stats background), basic writing materials (dictionary,  grammar reference). Optional: aquarium admission.    

You will be required to create a Powerpoint poster for the final class session (~$20-30).    

CLASS FORMAT: Class sessions will vary according to the published schedule, but may include:     

• discussions of primary literature readings,     

• demonstrations of basic animal behavior principles,     

• guest lectures and demonstrations by on-campus animal behavior researchers,     

• independent work on your own research projects, and     

• presentations of independent projects in a scientific forum.     

GRADES   There will be a series of assignments, to be described by your teaching assistant. This course counts toward the writing requirement so assignments will be graded, in part, on writing skills (clarity, grammar, spelling). Assignments may  involve paraphrasing or critiquing primary literature, describing and/or summarizing class  experiments and demonstrations, maintaining a field notebook, literature reviews, oral and  written presentations of independent projects, and class participation. These assignments will  add up to 100 points possible for the class. (Note: there is no final exam in this course).    Final Grades. There is no extra credit in this course. I generally try to maintain a course-wide average of about 2.8-3.0. Your final grade will be calculated from the total points earned in  the course. Your grade will be calculated as follows:   Decimal score = (Total points - 55) / 10 (a score of less than 62 receives a 0.0)   For example, a course-end total of 92 points would produce a score, reported to the registrar,  of:   (92 - 55) / 10 = 3.7 

Disabled Students. If you have a letter from DSS indicating a disability that requires accommodation, please  present the letter to your instructor promptly.

	MONDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	FRIDAY

	 March 31

Welcome and Introduction 

to Animal Behavior


	April 2       

Observing and Describing, Ethograms etc. /Videos
	April 4

Personal Space Experiment

	April 7

NO CLASS – ON YOUR

OWN FIELD TRIP
	April 9

Sampling methods/Statistics Review/PSE data summary 
	April 11

Zoo Powerpoint

Saturday April 12th
Zoo Field Trip

	April 14

Literature Exploration

Condon 601C

	April 16

How to write a research (Methods) proposal /data sheets & spreadsheets 
	April 18

Guest Lecture & Article Summary 10:30

	April 21

Proposal meetings
	April 23

 Proposal meetings
	April 25
Proposal meetings

	April 28
NO CLASS-data collection
	April 30* no office hour

NO CLASS-data collection
	May 2
NO CLASS-data collection

	May 5
NO CLASS

data collection & entry
	May 7* no office hour
NO CLASS

data collection & entry
	May 9

NO CLASS

data collection & entry

	May 12

NO CLASS

data collection & entry
	May 14* no office hour
NO CLASS

data collection & entry
	May 16
NO CLASS

data collection & finish data entry

	May 19
How to write final paper/ turn in final spreadsheet
Guest Lecture: Applied AB
	May 21
Guest Lecture & Article Summary/

Data entry check-in 
	May 23
Stats check-in 

Condon 601C

9:30-12:30

	May 26 (HOLIDAY)


	May 28

Poster Presentation Design

Condon 601C – extra help
	May 30

NO CLASS -final paper prep

	June 2

FINAL PAPERS DUE

Guest lecture: Animal Behavior at the Zoo
	June 4

NO CLASS – finish poster


	June 6

POSTER SESSION




* During the weeks that class does not meet Office Hour is only by arrangement

	CLASS
	READING
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DUE DATE
	PROJECT (writing counts)
	DUE DATE

	Week 1

3/31 – 4/4
	Chapters 

1 & 2

& Chapter 4

Reconnaissance Observation 


	Chapters 1, 2 & 4 review

Personal Space

Observation

Personal Space

Experiment

On-your-own

Field Trip
	4/2

5 points

4/9

5 points

4/11

5 points

4/14

10 points
	
	

	Week 2

4/7 – 4/11
	Recording Methods

Stats Handouts
	Zoo Day Assignment

Library Assignment
	4/16

10 points

4/16

5 points
	Literature Review

& Introduction
	4/25

10 points

	Week 3

4/14 – 4/18
	Library Handouts
Guest Speaker

Assigned Article
	 Article Summary 

(Intro & Methods)
	4/18 

5 points
	Methods Proposal
	4/28

10 points

	Week 4

4/21 - 4/25              
	
	Proposal

Meetings
	
	
	

	Week 5 NC

4/28 – 5/2
	
	Data Collection
	
	
	

	Week 6 NC

5/5 – 5/9
	
	Data Collection
	
	
	

	Week 7 NC

5/12  - 5/16
	
	Data Collection
	
	
	

	Week 8 NC

5/19 – 5/23
	Guest Speaker

Assigned Article
	Article Summary 

(Results & Discussion)


	5/21

5 points


	Final Paper
	6/2

20 points

	Week 9

5/26 – 5/30
	How to design

a poster
	
	
	Poster Session
	6/6

10 points

	Week 10

6/2 – 6/6
	
	
	
	
	


NOTE: All assignments and (most) readings will be posted on the course website. There may also be handouts given in class.  All Assignments are to be handed in (hard copy) not e-mailed.

If an assignment is due on a day when we don’t have class place in Guthrie mailbox by 11:30.

Attendance: This is a lab class, so attendance and participation are very important. You are allowed one “free” absence (canceled class times don’t count). Beyond that, each absence will cost you a point.  Assignments handed in late will be marked down by 10%.  NOTE: for the Final Paper it will be 10%/day.  The final poster will not be accepted late.
