TC 512: Reading Guide

Article: 




Author(s)   
Title





             Year

1.
What is the main argument (i.e., what are the authors proposing, what do they want us to believe, what are they testing or questioning)?  Is their question potentially valid or interesting?

2. Do the authors present sufficient, appropriate, and credible evidence to support the issue?  If so, note some evidence below.  


3. Are the methods used adequate to address the issue?  If so, what are they?  


4. Do you believe the authors' claims or conclusions?

5.
What are the implications of doing what the authors suggest?  What would happen if you did or didn't follow their suggestions?

6.
How does this reading relate to others read for today?  To other readings from earlier in the term?

7.
Strengths of this article (as a piece of research, as an argument, etc.)?  Weaknesses?

8.
Given this article, what is the next question?

Other comments?

TC 512: Assessment of an Empirical Research Article
Article: 




Author(s)   
Title





             Year

Introductory Sections
1.
What is the author selling?  What question does the investigator say he or she is addressing?  What is the author's goal or purpose for conducting the experiment?

2.
What predictions or hypotheses are supposedly tested in the experiment?

3.
Does a review of the literature and relevant studies support these predictions?

4.
If you were designing an experiment to test these hypotheses, how would you conduct the experiment?

Methods Section

1.
If the study is based on a "true experimental design," what are the variables?


Independent variables and their levels?


Dependent variables?


Control variables?

2. Is the method clearly stated; are variables clearly operationalized? 

3. Does the proposed method actually test the hypotheses?  If not, what hypotheses are being tested?

4.
Using the subjects, materials, and procedures described by the investigator, what results would you predict for this experiment?

Results and Discussion

1.
What are the main results with respect to the questions and hypotheses the investigator proposed?

2.
How do the results compare to your predicted results? 

3.
How does the investigator interpret the results?  Are other interpretations possible?

Conclusion and Recommendations

1. What does the author conclude that the study means overall—in terms of the purpose and goals stated earlier in the text?

2. What would the next research steps be, i.e., what should further research in this area address?

Other comments?

