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Abstract

I attempt in this paper to cast some light on (at least some of) the questions posed by the conference’s organisers, by way of a very broad-brush survey of relevant debates and developments in the historical study of empires. These are organised under no fewer than sixteen summary headings. Each of them involves an issue which has manifested itself in quite sharp recent disputes among analysts of empire, but may also suggest new opportunities and directions for the subject. However, many of my conclusions are negative; in the sense that I emphasise how deeply divided students of these questions have been, perhaps especially in recent years. It may perhaps be possible to speak, as another paper does, of ‘the evolutionary psychological perspective’ on the conference’s themes, but one certainly cannot offer ‘the’ view from imperial and colonial history. 

It will be noted – and I apologise – that this is not exactly the paper originally ‘advertised’. I have almost entirely dropped my intended close focus on concepts of treason, which as my thinking (if I can flatter myself with such a term) developed, seemed to lead me ever further away from the conference’s main themes. Another time, perhaps…
