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1. In what circumstances is collecting personal information without the subject’s consent permitted?  Consider the following cases in your discussion:

(a) A government agency takes a random sample of income tax returns to obtain information on the average income of persons in different occupations.  Only the incomes and occupations are recorded from the returns, not the names.

(b) A psychologist asks a random sample of students to fill out a questionnaire; she explains that their responses will be used to measure several personality traits so that she can study how these traits are related.  The psychologist does not inform the students that one trait measured by the test is how prejudiced they are toward other races.  

(c) A social psychologist attends public meetings of a religious sect to study the behavior patterns of members.  

(d) The social psychologist pretends to be converted to membership in a religious sect and attends private meetings to study and report the behavior patterns of members.

2. If only confidentiality is promised and confidentiality is carefully observed, are hidden codes that identify respondents ethical?  Do you feel that this is trickery or do you agree with those who claim that this practice serves a necessary purpose and does not violate the assurances given respondents?

3. Do you favor requiring complete disclosure of the methods, sponsorship, and results (sample statistics only, never individual responses) of all sample surveys?  In your discussion, you must balance any benefits of this policy against the cost of carrying it out and the resulting restriction on your ability to ask questions of other people.

Source:  Moore, D. 1991. Statistics: Concepts and Controversies. New York: W.H. Freeman and Company.
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