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Instructor:  Gary Hamilton 
Office: 201A Savery Hall 
 
 

The Sociology of Economic Development  
 
Scope: 
 

The 19th and early 20th century founders of social science were deeply involved in 
analyzing the social, political, and economic changes that they observed in their own 
societies.  The major theoretical perspectives about transformative changes date from this 
formative period.  Despite the continuing currency of these early perspectives, the 
focused study of development dates from the post World War II era.  From this period, 
we have gone through two and have entered a third "climate of opinion."  Each climate of 
opinion contains a "circle of discourse" that connects what is perceived to be happening 
in the world to how theorists analyze social, political, and economic changes.  The task of 
the course is to recognize the sociology of global and historical theorizing as an essential 
component of trying to understand the world in which we live. 
 We will examine both a changing world and changing views of the world in each 
of the three periods.  In the first period immediately following World War II, a period in 
which the cold war developed, a number of sociologists and economists began 
systematically to investigate Third World societies--societies outside the capitalist and 
communists worlds.  These observers argued for a theory of inevitable endogenous 
change toward capitalist development and political democracy; this theory became 
known as modernization theory.   
 In the 1960s, with the outbreak of the Vietnam war and of many mass 
movements, social theorists turned towards Marxian analysis and historical, comparative 
perspectives in order to decipher the changing world as then perceived.  In this period, 
development theorists began passionately to argue for critical, trans-societal views of 
global change.  This line of theorizing encompasses both world systems theory and 
theories of dependent development.   
 In the last decades, first with the rapprochement of the communist and capitalist 
worlds and then with the collapse of communism as a state system and Marxism as a 
viable political ideology, the sociology of development has begun to take another 
decisive shift.  Recently, theorists are trying to combine views of global market processes 
with more institutional and organizational views of local and regional societies.   
 This first half of the course emphasizes the formative period in which the major 
paradigms of analysis were first formulated and the first two post-war circles of 
discourse.  Then, in the second half of the course, we concentrate on the current circle of 
discourse.   
  
Required Readings: 
 
Peter Dicken, Global Shift: Transforming the World Economy, 3rd Edition. New York: 

Guilford Press, 1998. 
 
Peter Evans, Embedded Autonomy: States and Industrial Transformation. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 1995. 
 



Clifford Geertz, Peddlers and Princes: Social Development and Economic Change in 
Two Indonesian Towns.  Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1963. 

 
There will also be a reader of selected articles covering course material. 
 
Requirements and Grading: 
 
The final grade will be based on a midterm examination (25%), a final (25%) and two 
written assignments (25% each). 
 
Lecture Topics and Reading Assignments: 
 
Week One:  Early Theoretical Perspectives.   
 

 Assigned Readings:   
  

1. Adam Smith:  Short selection from The Wealth of Nations.  Book One, 
Chapters 1-2. 

2. Karl Marx:  Selections from Capital: A Critique of Political Economy. 
 

 
Week Two:  Early Theoretical Perspectives (continued)  
 

Assigned Readings:   
 

1. J.A. Hobson:  Selections from Imperialism. Part One, Chapters 1-6 
2. Max Weber:  The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Chapter 

Two. 
 
Week Three: Modernization Theory: The First Climate of Opinion.  
 

Assigned Readings:  
 

1. Neil Smelser, 1971 (1963). "Mechanism of Change and Adjustment of 
Changes" in George Dalton, ed. Economic Development and Social 
Change, The Natural History Press, pp. 352-374.  

2. Clifford Geertz, 1963, Peddlers and Princes, pp. 1-82. 
 
Week Four:  Modernization Theory (continued) 
 

Assigned Reading: 
 
1. Finish Geertz, Peddlers and Princes.   

 
Week Five: Globalizing Theories of Development in the Second Climate of Opinion:  
 

Assigned Readings: 
 

1. Immanuel Wallerstein: 1974. "The Rise and Future Demise of the World 
Capitalist System:  Concepts for Comparative Analysis," Comparative 
Studies in Society and History 16:387-415. 



2. Gary Gereffi and Peter Evans, "Transnational Corporations, Dependent 
Development and State Policy in the Semiperiphery:  A Comparison of 
Brazil and Mexico." Latin American Research Review 16 (1981): 31-64. 

 
Week Six:  Embedded Capitalism and the Beginnings of a Third Climate of Opinion:  

Strong States and Dependent Development:  Applications in East Asia. 
 
Assigned Readings: 

 
1. Peter Evans, Embedded Autonomy, pp. 1-98. 
 

Week Seven:  Embedded Capitalism and Strong States (continued) 
 
 Assigned Reading:  
  

1. Peter Evans, Embedded Autonomy, 99-250. 
 

Week Eight: Embedded Capitalism and the World Economy 
 

Assigned Readings:   
 

1. Peter Dicken, Global Shift, pp. 1-176. 
 
Week Nine: Embedded Capitalism and the World Economy 
 

Assigned Readings: 
 
1. Peter Dicken, Global Shift, pp. 177-352. 
 

Week Ten: Embedded Capitalism and the World Economy 
 
 Assigned Readings: 
 

1. Peter Dicken, Global Shift, finish book. 
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