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Course Description:

This seminar covers fascinating and controversial global issues relating to interactions between political power (e.g., governments, legislatures, and courts), on the one hand, and the rule of law on the other hand. We will address issues at the domestic level, the international level, and through comparative analysis. Among the issues to be studied: theories of law and political power; how the concept and practices of ‘rule of law' have developed from antiquity to modernity; how civil democratic supervision has developed and what are its boundaries; the nature of political corruption and how to struggle it; how economics affects law and what the interactions are between economic globalization and the rule of law; the relationships between judges/justices and politicians; warfare and human rights; terrorism, counter-terrorism and human rights; how law may assist and how it may hinder efforts to gain social equality; etc. 

At the beginning, class lectures and case studies would be used to analyze issues. Then, class meetings would be oriented to more class debates and debates over fascinating case studies. 

1. Individual Readings

It is required to read the assigned reading materials before each session. The students will be required to engage and participate in each discussion, and the readings serve as a basis to these discussions. The readings will be reflected in the class participation grade.  Grades for “class participation” will relate to regular class attendance and active participation during class discussions.  Please do not hesitate to raise your opinion in class.  You will never be penalized for speaking up.  

2. Short Assignments
Each of the two short assignments will be parts in the SEMINAR PAPER. The first part would be the paper's outline, and the second part would be its theoretical foundations in detail and some analysis of research findings.

3. Final Paper
Final paper is based on a large case-study to be analyzed theoretically and empirically by the students based on and independent research that each one of the students will develop during the seminar independently and also based on the reading materials, debates and lectures that were conducted during the seminar.  During the third meeting I will distribute possible topics of issues that may be studied in the independent research.  
4. Grading
The course grading will be as follows:

Class Participation                                       
            20 %

First Class Assignment                                               15%
 



Second Class Assignment                                           30%




Final Paper                                                                  35%


Total                                                                         100%






 
Reading Materials
Most course reading materials are in the course packet and others will be attained through the Web.

Attendance in Class 

If you are unable to attend class, you should inform me beforehand.  If an emergency arises and you are unable to reach me before the class, you should inform me as soon as possible to explain your absence.  If you miss more than four classes, you will not be able to pass this course.  

Students with Disabilities

To request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact Disabled Student Services: 448 Schmitz, 206-543-8924 (V/TTY). If you have a letter from DSS indicating that you have a disability which requires academic accommodations, please present the letter to me so we can discuss the accommodations you might need in the class.    

Academic accommodations due to disability will not be made unless the student has a letter from DSS specifying the type and nature of accommodations needed.

Grading Criteria

General grading information for the University of Washington is available at:

http://www.washington.edu/students/gencat/front/Grading_Sys.html
Academic Integrity

The essence of academic life revolves around respect not only for the ideas of others, but also their rights to those ideas and their promulgation. It is therefore essential that all of us engaged in the life of the mind take the utmost care that the ideas and expressions of ideas of other people always be appropriately handled, and, where necessary, cited.  For writing assignments, when ideas or materials of others are used, they must be cited. The format of citations and references will be instructed in class. In any situation, if you have a question, please feel free to ask me.  Such attention to ideas and acknowledgment of their sources is central not only to academic life, but life in general.

Please acquaint yourself with the University of Washington's resources on academic honesty (http://depts.washington.edu/grading/issue1/honesty.htm).

Copyright

All of the expressions of ideas in this class that are fixed in any tangible medium such as digital and physical documents are protected by copyright law as embodied in title 17 of the United States Code. These expressions include the work product of both: (1) your student colleagues (e.g., any assignments published here in the course environment or statements committed to text in a discussion forum); and, (2) your instructors (e.g., the syllabus, assignments, reading lists, and lectures).  Within the constraints of "fair use", you may copy these copyrighted expressions for your personal intellectual use in support of your education here.  Such fair use by you does not include further distribution by any means of copying, performance or presentation beyond the circle of your close acquaintances, student colleagues in this class and your family.  If you have any questions regarding whether a use to which you wish to put one of these expressions violates the creator's copyright interests, please feel free to ask me for guidance.

Privacy

To support an academic environment of rigorous discussion and open expression of personal thoughts and feelings, we, as members of the academic community, must be committed to the inviolate right of privacy of our student and instructor colleagues.  As a result, we must forego sharing personally identifiable information about any member of our community including information about the ideas they express, their families, life styles and their political and social affiliations.  If you have any questions regarding whether a disclosure you wish to make regarding anyone in this course or in the UW community violates that person's privacy interests, please feel free to ask me for guidance.

Knowing violations of these principles of academic conduct, privacy or copyright may result in University disciplinary action under the Student Code of Conduct.

Student Code of Conduct

Good student conduct is important for maintaining a healthy course environment.  Please familiarize yourself with the University of Washington's Student Code of Conduct at:
http://www.washington.edu/students/handbook/conduct.html
What is Political Power: Between the Might and the Right  [meetings 1-2]
Max Weber, “Domination by Economic Power and by Authority.” In Steven Lukes (ed.), 
Power (NY: New York University Press, 1986), pp. 28-36. 
Michel Foucault, “Power and Subjection.” Ibid., pp. 229- 242. 

Gerhard Lenski, “Power and Privilege.” Ibid, pp. 243-252.

What is Political Sovereignty: Between Ruling and Transparency  [meetings 3-4] 
Scott Gordon, Controlling the State (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999) pp. 
19-59.
Is the Rule of Law Autonomous? [Meetings 5-6] 
Robert W. Gordon, “New Developments in Legal Theory.” In David Kairys (ed.) The 
Politics of Law (New York: Pantheon Books, 1990) pp. 413-425.
Stuart Scheingold, The Politics of Rights: Lawyers, Public Policy, and Political Change 
(Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 2004) pp. 3-61; 203-219.
Can Individual Rights Generate Justice?  [Meetings 7-8] 

Jacques Derrida, "The Force of Law." In Gil Anidjar (ed.) Jacques Derrida: Acts of Religion (New York: Rutledge, 2002) pp. 228-298. 
Frances Olsen, “The Sex of Law.” In David Kairys (ed.) The Politics of Law (New York: 
Pantheon Books, 1990) pp. 453-467.
1.                             Gad Barzilai, “Culture of Patriarchy in Law: Violence from Antiquity to
2.                             Modernity”, Law & Society Review   Vol. 38 (4) (2004) 864-887.

Mary Ann Glendon, Rights Talk: The Impoverishment of Political Discourse (New 
York: The Free Press, 1991) pp. 1-17; 76-144.  
How can We Fight Political Corruption?

[Meetings 9-10].
The following readings can be found at
http://www.icgg.org/corruption.research_contributions.html
Simone Menshausen, “Corruption, Smuggling and Guanxi in Xiamen, China.”  August 
2005.
Johann Graf Lambsdorff, “Consequences and Causes of Corruption- What do we know 

from a Cross-Section of Countries?” May 2005, p. 27.

Robert Klitgaard , “International Cooperation Against Corruption.” November 1997.

The following readings can be found at http://ww1.transparency.org/
“Global Corruption Barometer 2005”


“Corruption Perceptions Index 2005”
Can Law Bring about a Social Change? [Meetings 11-12]
Rosenberg, The Hollow Hope: Can Courts bring about Social Change? (Chicago: 
Chicago University Press, 1991) pp. 1-36. 

Stuart Scheingold, The Politics of Rights: Lawyers, Public Policy, and Political Change (Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 2004) pp. 83-96. 
Jeremy Waldron, “Rights and Needs: The Myth of Disjunction.” In Austin Sarat and Thomas R. Kearns (eds.) Legal Rights: Historical and Philosophical Perspectives (Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 1997) PP. 87- 109. 
Gad Barzilai, “The Evasive Facets of Law: Litigation as Collective Action.” Adalah Law 
Review (February 2005). 

Michael W. McCann, Rights at Work: Pay Equity Reform and the Politics of Legal    Mobilization (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1994) PP. 92-137.  
Is International Regulation Meaningful?
[Meetings 13-14] 
Neil Gunningham, Robert A. Kagan, “ Regulation and Business Behavior.” Law and 
Policy 27 (2) 2005: 13- 18. 
Is Judicial Review Controlling Power? [meetings 15- 16]
Mark Tushnet, The New Constitutional Order (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2003) pp. 1-7; 33-95.
Why Combating Terrorism May Violate Human Rights   
 [Meetings 17-18]
Gad Barzilai, “Transnational Violence, Terrorism/Counter-Terrorism and Human Rights: The Zeitgeist of Violence and Human Rights.” 
What has Changed in Criminal International Law: [Meetings 19-20].

Naomi Roht-Arriaza, The Pinochet Effect: Transnational Justice in the Age of Human Rights (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2005) pp. 118-149; 170-207.
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