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he Northern Pagoda in

Chaoyang, Liaoning Prov-
ince, northern China, is one of
the important monuments of
the period of the Liao Dynasty.
The Liao reconstruction and re-
dedication (in 1043-1044) was
probably a project of the Em-
press Dowager Qin’ai. Its foun-
dations date from the late 5%
century (Northern Wei period);
after a fire it was re-built in the
Sui and T’ang periods. The exte-
rior structure as we see it today
dates from the middle of the 11*
century, with some later mod-
ern restorations and changes.
One of a pair of Liao-period
pagodas currently remaining in
the city, the northern one still
preserves a substantial amount
of its original relief decoration.
During the restorations of 1984-
92, its untouched relic cham-
ber inside the twelfth eave was
opened, revealing a treasure

1\
..G
>
N\
A
<
S
<))
D
Q
'z
g)
Q)
>-—
Q
I\
e
V)
v
b S5
&_

trove of objects, now displayed in a new museum at the site. The complexity of the textual and
decorative elements of the structure, the richness of the enshrined relics, and their association
with liturgical practice are especially noteworthy, as Youn-mi Kim has demonstrated in her
dissertation, which should soon be forthcoming as a book. With the exception of one photo-
graph which she has supplied, the images here (best viewed in color in the on-line version of
this journal) were taken by me during a visit to Chaoyang in 2009 as a member of a “northern
borderlands” study tour organized by the Silkroad Foundation and Beijing University. While
the objects in the museum are well displayed, the nature of the lighting does not always permit
good photography of some of the most interesting pieces. Captioning is minimal, based pri-
marily on the museum’s published guide.

— Daniel C. Waugh
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Youn-mi Kim. “Eternal Ritual in an Infinite Cosmos: The Chaoyang North Pagoda (1043-1044).” Unpublished Ph.D.
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goda during our visit to Chaoyang, for her several corrections to my annotations here, and for her photograph of the
silver relic casket. She is now an Assistant Professor in Art History at The Ohio State University.

Chaoyang City Northern Tower Museum. Chaoyang Northern Tower. Ed. Du Bin. Jilin Photographic Press, 2006. ISBN
7-80606-530-X. In Chinese and English, well illustrated.
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Facing page: The pagoda £rom the south.

Right: The pagoda £rom the southwest.

Balow: closeup 0€ the south €ace. The
central Ligures on the €our Laces are the
Dhyani Buddhas 0€ the Lour divactions,
here Ratwasambhava, Tha €icth Dhyani
Buddlg, Vairocans, is reprasent ad by the
pagoda it sel, which thus stands at, the

cantar 0€ a cosmic mandala.
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The west Laca (above) with Amit ablna Buddha and aast, £ace (balow) with Aksoblya Buddha The

-?lav\\éivxs pdgodas mark the eigl«t wmost, iMva*th\t Buddhist, sit.es in Twdia but, also are mages
0L the chaoyang North Pagoda it sel€.




Around the out side o€ the pagoda at, the level 0€ the path €or circumambulation is a sculpted

Lriez-e with mages 0€ dancers and wusicians £lanking various ot her auspicious symbols.
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Above is a datal o€ avalie € showing @ b0d—
hisat tva. Rishf, and below: Tw tha canters
0€ thrae o€ tha sidas are symbolic doors,

Llankad by quardian £ iqures.
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Models in the museum reconstruct, the pagoda as it might, have looked when Lirst, built, under the
Northern Wai and (ater in it s urban sef/f/ivxs in the peviod o€ {the Qing DYV\ast\{‘




At the center o€ the base o€ the pagoda is @ £our—story dharani pillar carved with sutras and
images, including the Eisb\ﬂ Graat, Bodisat tvas (€ivst story base), the Sevan Buddhas 0€ the
Past, (sacond stOV‘\{ base), and the eigb\f, lcivxss dividing £ he Buddha's valics (Lort s{,OrY basa).
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Facing page, top: PMO{,OSMPL\S tacan

o€ tha relic crypt located inside the
twel€th eave 0€ the pagoda, whew it was
Uncovered during the rastoration work
o€ the 1980s.

Various €orms 0€ ralic cont ainars were
Lound including 2 box €aced with repous—
sé silver shaets. on one and 0€ it tha
voyal couple 0€ (ia0 are dapicted wor—
shipping the Buddha Sakyamuni, whose pa—
rinivvana is on another side o€ the box. A
round miniat ure stupa €or dharma valics
containad rolled silvar shaet s inscribed

Usnisa Vijaya Dharani
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Tnthe valic crypt ware various cevamic and

cavvad vassals. A porcalain pot, (above) cont ainad
2 sacond pot, in which had baen placad harbs
which may hava bean conmactad with the homa
vituals. The vessel shown on the lower right is
£rom the Tin Dynasty, presumably added lat av in

the lower valic chamber.

Arquably the most, mpressive os\"ect Lound in
e valic chamber was the d‘ewel-met stups,
constructed by stringing pearls and ot hev
précious st onas around a €rame. Tt had €allen
apart, ovar the centuries and was veconstruct —

ed as shown here on the £acing page.
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AW\OV\S {the most, e)uiuisiﬁe
ob\\'ects are this agate
calyX and an asaf/e valic
container with gold lid.




The swmall OB\"ects, soma bast, saan tl«musbx amagnikying glass, include the lion and choppar ( asate),
the rabbits and bears (crystal), the apsara and dragon ( dso\e). The beads are glass, and the bodhi
treas (Whose €orm is exactly that, shown on the silver—clad velic box), are silver.
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The velic crypt, dlso contains avidance 0€ k0ms—o\istev\ce {rade along the ‘sSilk Road " Wast ern glass

had been much treasured in China at, least as early as the Han Dynasty. Here are Lragmentary re—

mains 0€ 2 3(9;; bOW and an extraordinary intact Parsian skess pif,ct«er) int,0 Which a2 miniat ure awer
had bean insart ed.

Tunscribed bricks help us 1o write the history o€ the Pagoda.




What, ara considerad 10 be trua valics 0€ the
body 0€ the Buddha Sakyamuni (ona 0€ which is
balievad £ 0 be a velic mada o€ blood 0€ the Bud-
dha by the populace) ware probably dowated £0
the pagoda by Emperor Wen o€ the Sui dywasty.
The new museum complax includes 2 worship hall
vesplendant, with gt and colored lighting Tts
centerpiaca is 4 glded miniat ure stupa cont ain—
ing the Buddha's blood, which, guides will insist,
emit's 0€ itsel€ a kaleidoscope o€ changing colors
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