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This paper was prepared for the International Conference on Muscovite History, held at 
New College, Oxford, in 1975.  While most of the papers from the conference were 
published subsequently in Forschungen zur Osteuropäische Geschichte, I elected to hold 
back from publishing the piece in order to work further on it.  As the cover letter 
explains, it was intended as the opening chapter to a book on the kuranty.  One footnote 
is “empty”, since I had been unable to re-locate the reference at the time the paper was 
distributed.  Of course a great deal is now needed to update this work, including 
incorporating analogous material and examples from E. I. Kobzareva’s 1988 dissertation, 
which has a similar discussion written independently of my work, which she had not 
seen. 
 
Daniel Waugh 
Uppsala 
October 2007 
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