
Two Muscovite Chronicles 

I have brought together here my article printed as “Two Unpublished Muscovite 
Chronicles” in Oxford Slavonic Papers XII (1979): 1-31, and the addendum “A 
Scriptorium in Kholmogory: Some Observations on Palaeography,” which had been 
submitted to OSP but by editorial decision not included with the rest of the article, as I 
had originally intended it should be. 

My anonymous dedication in the article is to Iakov Solomonovich Lur’e; I had originally 
written it in the tainopis’ I had deciphered in RNB (then GPB) MS Pogodin 1311 (see 
Edward L. Keenan, The Kurbskii-Groznyi Apocrypa [Cambridge, MA:, 1971]: 122). The 
editors of OSP decided that was too obscure even for their readers and insisted I render it 
in Cyrillic.  Lur’e immediately understood I was probably referring to him and insisted 
that, even if he had “re-discovered” the Kholmogory Chronicle (which he then published 
in PSRL, Vol. 33), its discovery (or at least first use in scholarly publication) should be 
credited to the famous 19th-century historian Sergei M. Solov’ev. When he was preparing 
the chronicle for publication, Lur’e consulted with me concerning the dating of its 
manuscript (see PSRL, 33, p. 4n9); I also identified for him the appended text about the 
miraculous signs in the heavens over the “Serbian land” (see Ia. S. Lur’e, 
“Kholmogorskaia letopis’,” TODRL XXV (1970), p. 136n4). 

It is important to note that when the article for OSP was in press, I learned too late that 
one of my “unpublished” chronicles, the Bezdninskaia letopis’ had in fact already just 
been published by V. I. Koretskii, “Bezdninskii letopisets kontsa XVI v. iz Sobraniia S. 
O. Dolgova,” Zapiski Otdela rukopisei (Gos. biblioteki SSSR im. V. I. Lenina) 38 
(1977):190-208. Probably, had I been more attentive, I would have seen Koretskii’s 
article in time to cite him or otherwise alter my article. Koretskii published the chronicle 
from copy D with variants from MS B.  He also provided considerable information and 
some interesting hypotheses concerning the chronicle and Bezdnin, derived in part from 
manuscript sources not available to me.  He concluded that Bezdnin indeed was the 
author/editor of the chronicle and did the work in the St. Joseph-Volokolamsk Monastery 
soon after he entered it in 1586 (the date is confirmed by a document of that year, but the 
entry in the service registers for 1589 concerning Bezdnin remains to be explained). 
While that conclusion is reasonable, I am not convinced that Bezdnin’s authorship or the 
provenance of the chronicle have been satisfactorily proven. 

Shoreline, WA 
May 25, 2013 



































































A Scriptorium in Kholmogory: Some Observations on 
Palaeography

Daniel C. Waugh 

This previously unpublished essay was written to accompany the rest of my article that 
was published in Oxford Slavonic Papers, N.S., Vol. XII (1979), pp. 1-31, as “Two 
Unpublished Muscovite Chronicles.” As the general editor, I. P. Foote, in his letter dated 
14 September 1977 explained, “As you rightly observed in your letter of 27 May, its 
length makes it impossible to consider publishing it in full... We feel that part 3 extends 
the scope and diversifies the interest of the article and for that reason could be most 
readily excluded. An important consideration too is the saving in plates that this would 
allow.  I think we should be able to manage a maximum of four plates (faces), and with 
this limitation it would hardly be possible to give any adequate illustration of your 
palaeographic discussion.” 

I repoduce here the original typescript of that part 3 of the article as submitted to OSP, 
the pagination and numbering of the endnotes thereby beginning as they did in the 
typescript (with p. 22 and n. 35). To a limited degree, when the rest of the article was 
revised for its eventual publication, some material from this part 3 was incorporated into 
notes. The two pages of palaeographic tables and the 15 additional plates follow the 
notes. In this pdf file, where they have been scanned from a photocopy, the plates are less 
than ideal quality, but I could not now reproduce them from the original photographs, 
which, in any event are not much better. 

My interest in this material developed from my examination of two of the manuscripts, 
Pogod. 1573 (and its related parts) and Muz. 2524, whose northern connection intrigued 
Edward Keenan when he was writing his Kurbskii-Groznyi Apocrypha. There has been 
additional work on Russian scriptoria which might be brought to bear if this essay were 
to be revised.  Undoubtedly some corrections are needed here; it may well be that I was 
somewhat optimistic in specifying the northern provenance of all the manuscripts I 
discuss.  However, I would at least hope this material, dated as it is, would contribute to 
the as yet necessary examination of Muscovite scriptoria, most of whose histories have 
yet to be written. 

June 2012 




































































