Assignment 1: Personal Information Issue

LIS 550, Winter quarter 2010

Your name: 





    

Date:
 Please answer the following questions. The length of your response should be 800-1200 words total.
1. What is the information issue you’ve chosen to analyze? Describe it in sufficient detail that a reader of this report can understand what happened to whom – in other words, tell a story.
2. Who were the different parties to the dispute? What positions did they hold, represent? How (and why) were they aligned with or against other actors?
3. What is the nature of the different parties’ rhetorical arguments? In what ways did these arguments appeal to different understandings of human flourishing? To what extent, and in what ways, did the stakeholders’ rhetorical positions differ from their “actual” positions?
4. What is the history of the issue? Why did it arise/erupt just at the time that it did. (What shifted socially, politically, technologically, etc.?) To what extent, and in what ways, does a historical understanding of the issue shed light on the nature of the disagreement and its (possible) resolution?

5. By what mechanism(s) was the issue settled, or might it be settled in the future (e.g. by force, law, norms, moral authority, consensus, etc.)? How is/was the agreed upon resolution to be “policed”? What were, or would be, the consequences for violating its terms?
6. What solutions/resolutions were contemplated and how were the different stakeholders aligned with the different possible solutions? How was the issue ultimately resolved (if indeed it was)?

7. What was your position on the issue as it was transpiring? Has your perspective changed in the intervening time? If so, what caused you to change your mind?

