TACCT 468

Cooperative Field Experience – Income Tax Internship (VITA)

Overview

The VITA/AARP internship consists of participating in a program that offers free tax help to low- to moderate-income people who cannot prepare their own tax returns. Students receive training to prepare basic tax returns in their communities.  Students gain professional experience through this service learning application.  

Prerequisites:

TACCT 301, 302, 303 and 451

Credits:

The course is 3 credits.

Requirements for course completion:

Class:
Students complete the tax training course and pass the qualifying examination.  The classes are held on 4 consecutive Fridays from 4:00 – 8:00 during January. 

Volunteer time:
Students complete a minimum of 30 hours of volunteer time preparing tax returns. 

Assessment:
Students turn in a log of their volunteer time and complete a  (2 – 3) page report summarizing their experiences and how it relates to their competencies by exam week.

FAQ

How do I register for the course?

1) Download and complete the Internship Permission Form (look in Course Documents on blackboard).

2) Bring the form to a Milgard School of Business academic adviser. 
3) The adviser will email an add code to you for registering the course.  

Do I have to attend the classes on Fridays?

Yes.  This is a course requirement.  The classes prepare you for taking the IRS qualifying exam.  Students must pass this exam to participate in the volunteer income tax internship.

How hard is it to pass the IRS exam?

The exam should not be difficult if you have completed TACCT 451 and attend the prep classes.

Do I need to buy any textbooks for the class?

No, the IRS supplies all materials free to students.

Do I need to bring anything to class?

Yes, you will need to bring your laptop to class.

Why do I need my laptop?

You will load software on your laptop that is used to complete tax returns.  The AARP/VITA coordinators will train you to use the software.

How many credits can I receive for taking the course?

The course is 3 credits (no more, no less).

What do I do at the volunteer tax site?

You will help people prepare their tax return.

Where do I do the volunteer tax help?

The AARP has centers and will have sign up times for you to help people complete their tax returns.  

How many hours do I spend at the volunteer tax site?

Students must complete a total of 30 volunteer hours over the quarter.  This is a course requirement.

Do I have to report the volunteer hours?

Yes, there is a time log form (attached to your syllabus) that you will use and turn in at the end of the quarter.

Do I have to turn in anything else at the end of the quarter?

Yes.  You are required to submit a brief, written report (2 – 3 pages) that summarizes your volunteer experiences with the VITA program. 

Does this course have any exams?

The only exam is the IRS qualifying examination.

Can I work at the volunteer sites after I have completed the required 30 hours?

Yes.  Please consider working additional hours beyond your internship requirement as a service to your community.  

If you have any additional question, contact Dr. Parker (djparker@u.washington.edu). 

