EDSPE 503 


Case Study and Behavior Plan for Individual Student 

The purpose of this assignment is to give you either a simulation or an actual experience with developing, implementing, and evaluating a behavioral intervention with one student in your classroom. You begin by completing an observational study of a student’s behavior problems during classroom instruction, which includes collecting field notes on the context, responses, and resolution of the problem. 

The observational study will serve as the introduction to behavior planning. These observations serve as helpful information when you meet with school specialists/teams about student behavior. You will use the questions from the observational study to write a narrative that describes the problem behavior in the classroom. You will then conduct further observations before developing a behavior plan for the student that increases supervision and monitoring of misbehavior, while increasing reinforcement for desirable behavior. You will then collect at least 3 days of data on student behavioral performance, and use the data to develop the behavior plan. 

Section 1: The Observational Study: The student and the classroom (10 points). 
Recommended to complete week of October 27.
Begin your paper with an introduction describing your observations of the student in the classroom. Use your field notes from the following questions regarding the student’s misbehavior in the classroom. Use the information to write a two to four page introduction regarding the environmental features of the student’s behavioral problems in the classroom. Include the following major headings from the Observational Study in section 1.
The Context

What is the student’s misbehavior? Does it fit any of Sprick’s descriptions of misbehavior: early-stage, awareness, ability, attention-seeking, or habitual OR one of the functions of behavior (e.g., obtain attention, escape tasks, etc.)?

Where/when does the student tend to have the most difficulty with his/her behavior? 

What other students tend to be involved with this student’s misbehavior?

What activity is most likely to “trigger” the misbehavior? And/or does anything regularly lead up to the misbehavior (i.e., is there an antecedent)?

Does the misbehavior seem more related to academic work or social rules/expectations?

Responses

How does the teacher respond to the misbehavior? (Words, actions, tone of voice, emotional state, including no response)

How do other students respond to the misbehavior? (Words, actions, tone of voice, emotions, no response)

How does the student in question respond to teacher requests/intervention? 

Describe the emotional tone of interactions around student misbehavior (calm, intense, angry, charged, conflict, etc.)

Resolution

Describe how the situation changes and the misbehavior is altered or ends.

Section 2: Further Observational Data – Taking a Closer Look (10 points)
Recommended the week of 11/3 and 11/10 

Given the information you have from section 1, you will now closely observe the student on three different days to see how s/he is meeting/not meeting social expectations. With your cooperating teacher, identify the primary social expectations and social behaviors you would want the student to demonstrate in class. Then, identify the most likely time or instructional period in which the student demonstrates the problem behavior. Working in conjunction with the teacher, use a behavior report card, or frequency count approach to collect more specific information on the student. Collect the data for about 45 minutes to one hour on each day. Use one of the data collection systems that is presented to you in our UW class time on 10/27 or 11/3.
Keep the data from the report cards or frequency counts, and chart them in Excel as per our discussion in class. The data will be used as part of the picture in analyzing the student’s behavior. Charts of behavioral performance are helpful as they provide an objective measure of student progress. When kept over time progress monitoring can be used to determine if the behavior is either improving, staying the same, or getting worse. If time permits we will look at some of your data in class on 11/10. When writing your report for this section, describe in one to three paragraphs how you collected data to evaluate student progress. Also describe how the data provided additional information regarding the student during the instructional period.
Writing a Behavior Plan (10 Points)

Recommended week of 11/17 and final project due on 11/24
Once you have collected your observational data, you are ready to develop a behavior plan. Behavior plans typically include a few goals for a student. These may be global (improve respectful behavior in classroom) or specific objectives (increase hand raising for help). If you use the framework of the Behavior Education Program, write some goals for your student that are based on school or classroom expectations. For example, in the Eagles Club, students are expected to be responsible, respectful, and safe. Your observational study might have revealed that your student was out of their seat, talking with other students, and not completing work in a timely manner. You might target these behaviors for improvement so that the student would be more responsible with personal behavior and respectful of others in the classroom.
The behavior plan for this assignment should be no more than 2-3 paragraphs/1 page. These paragraphs should address: a) what are the primary behaviors of concern based on your observations? b) what are the student goals for improvement? c) what is your preferred intervention for the student? and d) what behaviors would you want to see the student use in class to demonstrate success on classroom social expectations? Be specific about how you could use your intervention (all day? Some periods? Criteria for success? Reinforcement for success?). Use descriptive lay terms so the parent/guardian can understand the strategy. 

Optional and suggested between November - January: Implementing and Evaluating the Behavior Plan 

Between November and January, see if you can work with your CT to implement your behavior plan with the student. The primary goal is to give you experience with using an individualized plan with one student. You will need to work out these details with the CT. In some situations, it may be impossible to actually implement this approach. 

If you can implement your behavior plan, start with the student as early as November 17. Explain that you will be monitoring his/her behavior on classroom expectations and giving him/her feedback at the end of the lesson (writing, reading, math, science). Develop a daily progress report to be developmentally appropriate. Explain the daily progress report card and how you will give feedback. Then, begin using the card and have your CT use the card on days when you are not in the classroom. Arrange for a celebration when the student meets their goal on five days and ten days if possible. If the program is successful, discuss with CT how to continue it into December.

Analysis of student data (Optional)
After you have collected at least 6 behavior report cards or frequency data, you can create an Excel chart summarizing student performance on classroom expectations. Use this data to determine what your next steps might be with this student. These steps might be to fully implement the Behavior Education approach, to develop a different system such as individualized behavior, a different strategy, or just continue with the current classroom approach. 
Checklist for this Assignment:

√ Identify a student for the observational study with your CT

√ Complete Section 1: The Observation Study 

√ Identify format and dates for Further Observational Data 
√ Daily progress report or frequency tool is developed. Use the templates on the website as needed.
√ Data are collected and charted using Excel
√ Write a behavior plan and discuss it with CT 
√ Pull everything together for assignment and submit by 11/24

If CT agrees, implement plan between November – January. You may need parent permission to use plans with individuals in classrooms. Check with CT and school administrator
Writing this report

Using all of the above information, write the case study as a report with following the information:

1. Use the Headings for each of the three sections to organize the report.

2. Include content to address all the questions in each section.

3. Each section should be about 2-3 pages, double-spaced.

4. Use appropriate syntax and grammar in your writing, and review your case studies for typographical errors. 

5. If necessary, have a peer review and edit the paper to check for headings, content, syntax, grammar, and spelling. 
Evaluation
As in all assignments, you are expected to use complete sentences and well-organized paragraphs. Use 12-point font and you may single space this paper, but please double space between questions/headings.  Follow all directions, include all four sections, and address all questions in the assignment. The following rubric is used to evaluate papers.

29-30 – The paper addresses all aspects of each section of the case study. The paper includes data and data collection tools, like an example of the daily report card or observational tool. Thorough and detailed answers addressed all questions in each section. The paper is written with proper grammar, syntax, and spelling.

25-28 – Most of the content is covered but answers are less than thorough, and may not have given details for questions in some sections. Major headings or questions from the sections may not have been included in the paper. Some of the data or daily progress reports may not be included. The paper has grammar, syntax or spelling errors.

21-25 - Answers are not thorough, and information is not included to clearly address the questions. Charts or daily progress reports are insufficient. The paper has grammar, syntax or spelling errors.

Below 21 - Answers are not thorough, information is not compelling or clear, data is not included, and there are structural or syntactical errors.

Daily Progress Report Example
Student: (Anonymous Name)
  Teacher: (Your Name)        Date:

Period: (State Content Name, e.g., Reading, Math, Science). Circle a rating at end of period.

	Rating:

Expectations:
	Perfect
	Great
	OK
	Tough Time

	Respect
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Responsibility
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Safety


	4
	3
	2
	1


4

