Biology 212: Cell Biology

                                                                              Handout for 1-27-03


GUIDELINES  FOR  ORAL  PRESENTATIONS  ON  "GREAT  MOMENTS  IN  CELL  BIOLOGY"


A paper from the primary literature will be assigned to a group of four students, whose job is to give a 6- to 8-minute presentation on the paper and then answer questions from your classmates.  The general goal of these presentations is to emphasize that our current knowledge of cell biology has arisen from a vast number of important experiments and analyses.  Therefore each presentation should describe the paper's central question or hypothesis, experimental methods, results, conclusions, and significance.


Your target audience for this presentation is your classmates.  In 6 to 8 minutes, you will need to teach them about a particular experiment and how it relates to the rest of this course.  They will be held responsible for this material on exams, so you should convey information in a manner that will make sense to them.  You can use the blackboard, overheads, PowerPoint slides, or whatever presentation format you think will be most effective.  Handouts are optional.  You can even sing a brief song (no full-length "Stairway to Heaven" parodies, please) or do some other crazy artsy thing if you think that will help spark your classmates' interest and understanding.


Every student in the group should contribute to the preparation and execution of the presentation.  One possible format would be to assign one person to the introductory section, another to the methods, another to the results, and another to the discussion/significance/ conclusions.  (Of course, when dividing up the work in this way, it's important to make sure that the individual sections complement each other effectively.)


In terms of grading, this presentation will be worth 50 points of the semester's total of 1000.  All individuals within a group will receive the same grade.  In evaluating your presentation, I will not penalize you for using "old-fashioned" methods such as writing on the blackboard.  However, I will pay particular attention to the following questions:


1.  Did you present a reasonable amount of information at a reasonable pace, so that it fit into the allotted time and could be understood by your classmates?  (Note: if your presentation lasts less than 5 minutes or more than 10 minutes, you will be penalized.)


2.   Did you use visual aids (e.g., blackboard drawings, overheads, slides, and/or handouts) effectively?


3.  Was your summary of the paper clear and accurate?


4.  Did you speak loudly and confidently?


5.  Were you able to answer relevant questions from your classmates?


6.  Did all members of your group contribute equally to the presentation?


I understand that, for some of you, the idea of presenting a technical research paper in a large lecture hall is a rather daunting one.  In preparing your presentation, please do not hesitate to ask me for assistance.  For example, if you'd like to do a practice run-through, I'd be happy to sit in on it and offer suggestions.
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