Reading Assignment 21:  Utilitarianism I

Required Readings:
1.  Jeremy Bentham.  Excerpts from Principles of Moral Legislation.  (PBF:  457-459).

2.  John Stuart Mill.  Utilitarianism.  Chapter 2 
Questions:
1.  Summarize Bentham’s principle of utility in your own words.  Is the principle capable of proof, according to Bentham?  Why or why not?
2.  How does Bentham define a community and its interests?
3.  Bentham describes seven ways in which the pleasure created by an action ought to be evaluated.  Briefly describe three.
4a. Mill claims that certain pleasures are more valuable than others.  According to Mill, how can one ascertain which pleasures are more valuable than others?   
4b. How does Mill employ his distinction amongst pleasures to argue for the conclusion, “It is better to be a human being dissatisfied than a pig satisfied”?
5. How does Mill respond to the objection that utilitarians are cold and unsympathetic, and that, in particular, they fail to consider the quality of an individual’s character in evaluating the rightness or wrongness of his actions?  
