Reading Assignment 2:  Pascal’s Wager and Moral Arguments

Required Readings:

1. Robert Adams.  The Virtue of Faith:  144-163.

2. Blaise Pascal.  Excerpts from Pensees.  (PBF:  51-55).

Questions:
1.  In his first argument, Pascal assumes that the probability of God’s existence is equal to that of non-existence.  He then argues that, given this assumption, it is rational to believe that God exists.  Briefly summarize this part of Pascal’s argument.
2.  How does Pascal respond to the objection that one cannot choose to believe in God?    
3.  What does Adams mean by the “divine command” theory of morality?  In other words, what makes an action right or wrong according to the divine command theory as Adams describes it?

4.  Adams discusses two advantages of the divine command theory.  In your own words, describe the first advantage.

5.  One might object to the divine command theory of morality as follows.  If God does not exist, then, according to the divine command theory, no action is either right or wrong.  But surely murder, rape, and cruelty are in fact wrong, and so the divine command theory is false.  

How does Adams respond to this objection?  
