Reading Assignment 5:  Skepticism about the External World

Required Readings: 

1. Rene Descartes.  Meditations 1.  (PBF:  136-138)  

2. Russell.  Chapters 1 and 2.

Questions:
1. How does Descartes cast doubt on facts like “2+3=5”?
2.  Descartes casts his sensory experiences into doubt by imagining he might be dreaming.  However, he claims that even the images in dreams must be composed of elements that are “real” in some sense.  What properties of objects does Descartes think must be real?

3.  Russell claims that two people viewing a table from different angles will attribute different colors to it.  According to Russell, what other properties of the table are suspect?
4.  According to Russell, does Berkeley deny the existence of physical objects?  Why or why not?
5.  What does Russell’s example involving a cat meant to show?  Diagram the argument.  
