Reading Assignment 24:  Problems for Utilitarianism II

Required Readings:
1.  John Rawls.  Excerpt of A Theory of Justice.

2.  Robert Nozick.  Excerpt from Anarchy, State, and Utopia.
Questions:
1a. According to Rawls, what is the relationship between “the right” and “the good” in classical utilitarian theories?  

1b. What might Rawls mean by “the distribution of goods”, and can such a distribution be a good itself under classical teleological theories?

2.  According to Rawls, do utilitarians believe that “[in principle] the violation of the liberty of a few might not be made right by the greater good shared by many”?  Is it often the case that such a violation is deemed right?

3.  According to Nozick, utilitarians can cogently respond to the objection that their ethical theory fails to consider rights.  How can the protection of rights be incorporated into a utilitarian theory?  How does such a utilitarian theory differ from a view in which rights are considered as “side-constraints”?
4.  According to Nozick, is it right to violate the liberty of one individual if it promotes the “social good”?  Why or why not?   
