Reading Assignment 7:  Innate Knowledge I
Required Readings:

1.  Rene Descartes.  Meditations 3.  (PBF:  142-147)

2.  Plato.  Phaedo (Lines 72e-77).  The first paragraph begins with the claim, “Furthermore, Socrates, Cebes rejoined… learning is no other than recollection.”
Questions:
1a. What is Socrates’ example involving a lyre intended to show?

1b. How are the unequal sticks in Socrates’ argument similar to a lyre?
1c. True or False:  Socrates thinks that, as children, we gradually learn the concept of “equality” by seeing many pairs of objects that are approximately equal, and then generalizing our experiences to form the abstract concept of equality.  Briefly explain your answer.
2a. Descartes discusses three origins of his ideas.  Briefly describe all three, and for each origin, provide your own example of an idea having such an origin.
2b. To which of the three categories does Descartes’ idea of God purportedly belong?

3a. In the first meditation, Descartes argues that some properties of objects must be “real.”  Which of those properties does Descartes think are derivative of his concept of himself? 
3b. Pick one property from your answer to question 3a, and briefly explain Descartes’ argument for the claim that the idea of that property is derivative of his idea of himself.

4.  Diagram the argument in the paragraph beginning with “All that is left is to consider whether there may be something in my idea of God that couldn’t have come from me.”
