What Philosophy Is:  Syllabus

80-100:  Fall 2010

Instructor Information:  

Conor Mayo-Wilson 

Email:  conormw@andrew.cmu.edu
Office:  Doherty Hall 4301H.

Office Hours:  Wednesday 3:30-5:00 PM and By Appointment.  Directions to my office are available on Blackboard under “Instructor Information.”

Teaching Assistants:

David Carper.

Email:  dcarper@andrew.cmu.edu
Office:  Doherty Hall 4301F.

Office Hours:  TBA

Paul Pedersen

Email:  apaulpedersen@cmu.edu

Office:  Doherty Hall 4301B.

Office Hours:  TBA

Required Texts:  There are two required texts both of which are available for purchase in the bookstore:  

· Introduction to Philosophy.  Fifth Edition.  Eds.  John Perry, Michael Bratman, and Martin Fischer.  Oxford University Press, 2010.   

· Bertrand Russell.  Problems of Philosophy. Ed. John Perry.  Oxford University Press, 1997.

If the assigned readings are not available in one of the two above books, they will be posted in .pdf format on Blackboard.  If you would like to purchase physical copies of the readings, feel free to ask me for suggestions.

During the first week of the course, I will post scanned copies of all readings on Blackboard.  After the first week, I expect you to have a copy of the required texts.

Course Aims and Objectives:   The course has three broad goals.  First, it aims to introduce students to central philosophical questions, such as the whether or not gods exist, whether or not knowledge of the external world is possible (and if so, how?), what makes actions right and wrong (if any thing), and so on.  Second, in discussing these central questions, students will learn to analyze and critique arguments.  Finally, students will learn how to write a well-structured argumentative paper, using the tools of argument analysis discussed above.

Course Requirements and Grading:  Engaging in lively discussion and debate is essential in learning how to think philosophically and develop rigorous arguments in defense of your beliefs.  Thus, you simply cannot learn the material for this class unless you attend class everyday with the aim and ability to actively participate in discussion.  As such, nearly one-third of your grade is comprised of class attendance, participation, and short responses to the daily readings.  If you read carefully and participate in class discussions, therefore, you will do well in the class.  In order for you to participate in class, it is necessary to attend class and bring a copy of the assigned readings.  You can do so by bringing the text, printing copies of the scanned readings, and/or bringing a laptop so that you can refer to a digital copy.  

Before each class, I will post three to five questions about the readings on Blackboard, and I will ask you to provide short answers to these questions.  Generally, one or two sentences will suffice to answer the questions; a few questions require about a paragraph’s length answer.  Some questions will ask you to diagram the argument presented in a particular passage in the readings.

Three papers are also required to complete the class.  That is, you will not receive a passing grade unless you write all three papers.

Explicitly, your grade will be calculated using the following percentages:

· Class Attendance and Participation – 5%

· Responses to Reading Assignments – 25%

· First Paper (~1000-1500 words) – 15%

· Second Paper (~1500-2000 words)– 25%

· Final Argumentative Paper (~1500-2000 words) – 30%

Submitting Assignments:  All papers and reading assignments must be submitted electronically via Blackboard.  Click the “View/Complete Assignment” link at the bottom of the appropriate assignment.  Unless Blackboard fails repeatedly, do not email your papers and/or assignments to me or your TAs, and do not use the Digital Dropbox.  Your TAs may also request you to submit hardcopies of your papers.

Students with Disabilities:  If you have a disability that may affect the timeliness with which your work is submitted, please visit the Disabilities Resource Center (DRC) at the beginning of the semester and have them send me appropriate suggestions concerning how to modify course requirements.  I want every student to succeed, and I am more than happy to adjust the course so that it suits you.

Computer Use:  Technology, in particular the digital computer, plays an important part in contemporary pedagogy.  As such, you may bring a laptop to class, but it can only be used for note-taking and/or referring to the readings assigned for the day.  If one of your TAs or I see that you are browsing the Internet, instant messaging, playing video games, etc. during class, I will deduct 5% from your final grade.  For instance, if you are caught browsing the Internet twice during the course, your final grade will be an entire letter grade (10%) lower than you would have earned otherwise.  You may not use phones or any other hand-held devices during class.

Extensions and Late Work: Because I post all assignments on the first day of class, I do not in general accept late work.  Reading assignments are due fifteen minutes before the start of class without exception.  Late papers are not accepted unless exceptional circumstances obtain (e.g. sickness lasting more than a week); your TA reserves the right to ask for documentation of prolonged sickness.  If you do not request an extension more than 24 hours in advance and your TA has not approved one, then five percentage points will be deducted from your final grade (on the paper) for every twelve hour period that elapses between the due date and the time at which you turn in your paper.     

Academic Integrity:  I have added this section of the syllabus with the hope that I will never be required to read it after the first day of class.  Here’s the bottom line:  Don’t cheat.  If you do, then you will not receive a passing grade for the course.  No exceptions.  If the way in which you cheat is especially flagrant, then I will be forced to submit a letter to the University Academic Review board, and you may be suspended or expelled from the university.  Carnegie Mellon’s official policy on plagiarism is available in the section on “University Policies” of The Word: Undergraduate Student Handbook and online: 

http://www.cmu.edu/policies/documents/Cheating.html
