RA 14 – Aristotle’s Physics Books I and II
(1) Each of the Ionian physicalists argues that matter is generated from one principle (arche)..  For Thales, the arche is water; for Anaximander, it is the unlimited, and for Anaximenes, it is air.  How many principles does Aristotle endorse and what are they? (Hint:  This is a bit of a trick question).
(2) Aristotle argues that the Presocratic philosophers made a fundamental logical error when they claimed that nothing can come from “what is not” (in a qualified sense)?  What is the error, and what does Aristotle’s discussion of the doctor turning grey qua dark haired have to do with it?  
(3) According to Aristotle, what is the central difference between “chance” and “spontaneity?”

Bonus Questions:

(1) Which Presocratic philosopher(s) does Aristotle’s view on principles most closely resemble?

(2) Which Presocratic philosopher(s) is Aristotle attacking when he claims, “So too they exaggerated…[when they denied] even the existence of a plurality of things, maintaining that only what is itself if?”

