Reading Assignment 2:  Xenophanes, Heraclitus, and The Pythagoreans
(1) Name two ways in which Xenophanes’ God differs from the gods of traditional Greek mythology.
(2) What is the central religious doctrine in Pythagoras’ thought?  What effect did this doctrine have on the value assigned to the soul and the human body?
(3) The Pythagoreans discovered that the square root of two is irrational (to use modern terminology).  What effect did this have on the Pythagorean thesis that “all is number?”

(4) What is the Heraclitan doctrine of flux?

(5) Like Thales and Anaximenes, Heraclitus seems to claim that all of the matter in the world comes from one substance.  What is that substance, and why does Merrill Ring think that it is unlikely that Heraclitus meant his claim to be interpreted (completely) literally?

