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Introduction

In the recent decades redevelopment of 
brownfield sites has received attention by local 
governments across United States. Much of the 
redevelopments however targets private sector 
investments for land uses that generally take the 
site away from the public domain. More recently 
however greenfield development of brownfield 
sites has gained momentum with increasing 
public sector partnerships. This approach is seen 
as an effective way to increasing open space and 
quality of life for the residents (De Sousa, 2004). 
Seattle’s much acclaimed, Olympic Sculpture 
Park is an example of this type of redevelopment. 

Figure 1.1 -  Panormaic picture of Pritchard Park from the 
ferry.
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The Pritchard Park site is ideal for a public 
park by virtue of its location as a gateway to 
Bainbridge Island affording expansive views of 
the city and mountains in different directions. In 
addition there is a great need for additional open 
space on the island, which has seen increasing 
populations in the last two decades, and where 
much of the existing shoreline remains in private 
hands. Also the site affords unique convergent 
opportunities; in addition to being an important 
piece of the Puget Sound shoreline, it remains 
an important site for the Japanese American 
community and the Suquamish people in the 
region who have historical associations with it. 
The site honors Joel Pritchard, a Washington 
State Senator and Lt. Governor from Bainbridge 
Island, who was also a noted supporter of 
environmental and civil rights on many fronts. 

Several stakeholders played key roles in ensuring 
that the post-industrial developments of the site 
remain in public use. They include (arranged 
alphabetically) but are not limited to, the city of 
Bainbridge (BI) and residents; Bainbridge Island 
Land Trust (BILT); Bainbridge Island Historical 
Society; Bainbridge Island Metro Parks Board 

(BIMPRB); Japanese American WW II Internment 
Memorial Committee; National Park Service 
(NPS); Suquamish Tribe; U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA); and Washington 
State Department of Ecology (WA DOE). The 
corporation between the different stakeholders 
illustrate an arrangement of disparate agencies 
working toward a common goal. Despite 
challenges associated with stakeholders’ 
perceptions and aspirations from the site, all 
agree to the use of the site as a greenfield. 

The public however remain concerned about 
the extent and degree of contaminations and 
the specifics of the remediation, particularly 
on Bill’s Point area of the site, which is an 
ongoing process.  To address public concerns 
and to ensure that the visioning process remain 
inclusive and meaningful to multiple stakeholders, 
the Bainbridge Island Metro Parks Board created 
the Pritchard Park Steering Committee (PPSC) 
which would facilitate and oversee the visioning 
process. This steering committee worked 
closely with the University of Washington (UW) 
to facilitate extended public outreach. A range 
of ideas were explored and debated within the 
public realm, as the committee ensured that work 
continued to move forward while public input was 
solicited. 
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The main design goals for the visioning process 
was to generate ideas that would take into 
consideration the existing site conditions, 
while at the same time provide a place for;  1) 
remembrance, 2) restoration, 3) rejuvenation 
and 4) recreation . This 4-R vision would strive 
to be culturally inclusive and environmentally 
responsible as well as ensure that any 
intervention on the site takes into account the 
site’s multiple histories, while providing a full 
range of experiences for different user groups. All 
efforts would be made to restore the ecological 
and cultural values of the site, and create a 
meaningful legacy for future generations.

Site Conditions
 
Geography

Bainbridge Island Park and Recreation 
Department (BIMPRD) acquired Pritchard Park, a 
50-acre nearshore and upland area along Eagle 
Harbor, between February and April of 2006.  The 
site of Prichard Park is located on the south side 
of Eagle Harbor, the main water access point to 
Bainbridge Island. It encompasses a diversity 
of coastal ecosystems typical of a Puget Sound 

shoreline, and rich cultural history. The site 
affords views to Olympic Mountains to the west, 
the Cascade Mountains to the east, Mt. Baker 
to the north, and most visibly, Mt. Rainier to the 
south.  In addition it also affords views to the city 
of Seattle across the sound. Eagle Harbor Drive 
divides the park east-west in the southern upland 
area, with the park boundary extending to the 
south side of the road.

History

This site, as with other shoreline areas around 
Puget Sound, remains a meaningful ancestral 
and sacred place for the Suquamish Native 
peoples on the island. The Suquamish value 
the current, post-industrial phase of the site, 
as a sign of healing of a damaged shoreline. 
In addition the site is significant for being the 
point of departure for the Japanese American 
Community of Bainbridge Island, the first 
community in the United States to be interned 
during the WWII. The community had been an 
integral part of the island’s strawberry farming 
economy and their internment to camps in 
Manzanar (CA) and Minidoka (ID) mark a 
regrettable period in the history of this site, and 
the United States as well. Finally the industrial 
legacy has left marks on the site when a creosote 
industry (including a township) remained in 

Figure 1.3 -  Historical aerial photo of the Creosote factory.

Figure 1.2 -  Aerial photo of Pritchard Park.
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operation for much of the twentieth century. The 
creosote industry closed business in the later 
1980s largely as a result of declining timber piling 
market due to pollution issues associated with 

creosote coating. Much of the industrial fabric 
was erased in 1988 after a HABS/HAER report 
deemed in historically insignificant. 

Ecology

As is typical of many shorelines in proximity of 
post-industrial urban waterfront centers, the 
creosote operations resulted in seepage of the 
chemicals into the site and coastal sediments. 
A large portion of the site, commonly known 
as Bill’s Point, is a superfund site, where the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
is currently taking remedial clean-up action. 
However, as part of Puget Sound, the site 
remains significant for wetland and near-shore 
ecology providing habitat for various marine 
organisms especially endangered species 
of juvenile salmon that find refuge along the 
shorelines as they migrate from river to sea. In 
addition to marine life, the site especially the 
upland areas provide refuge to a variety of birds 
and animals.

Studio

In Spring 2007, through a partnership with 
the University of Washington’s Urban Design 
and Planning department and the BIMPRD, 

graduate students from various disciplines 
collaborated in a quarter long (10 weeks) case-
study based, interdisciplinary planning studio. 
The class utilized seminars, field and studio 
based pedagogy to develop alternative visions for 
Pritchard Park’s future. This report summarizes 
the design visions generated through this 
class. In addition, it also documents the public 
participation process, which was spearheaded 
by BIMPRD and UW over the summer, after the 
conclusion of the class in June 07. Information 
generated from that outreach was used in refining 
the park visions which is also outlined  here 
as well. The visioning process was structured 
in three phases, where the first two phases 
occurred within the framework of the class while 
the final phase: public outreach occurred in the 
public realm. The phases would be discussed in 
detail in the following chapters.

Phase 1: Inventory & Analysis 

Student teams conducted an in-depth site and 
SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats) analysis and presented their 
findings as storyboards focusing on four distinct 
but overlapping geographical areas of the site: 
point, upland, shoreline and memorial area. 

Phase 2: Visioning 
Teams and individuals generating schematic 
visions of park design based on themes of 
ecological restoration and cultural continuity, 
while at the same time providing for recreational 
and educational opportunities, all within an 
equitable framework.

Phase 3: Public Outreach
A variety of public outreach models (public 
meetings, sites visits, exhibits, and web and 
newspaper questionnaires), were used to 
determine the public’s (including stakeholders) 
aspiration for the park. The information generated 
in this process was then used in finalizing an 
integrated vision with multiple scenarios.

Figure 1.4 -  Students look over their work during a school 
review at UW.
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Report

This report is organized as follows:  

Chapter 1 includes the purpose and structure of 
the report. It also presents Pritchard Park as a 
compelling and challenging site, which has the 
potential to become a destination open space for 
Bainbridge Island (and beyond) given the location 
of the Japanese American Memorial Site on its 
west side.

Chapter 2 (Phase 1) focuses on the first phase: 
inventory and analysis, which provided the base 
for the subsequent phases.

Chapter 3 (Phase 2) discusses the framework for 
design development including criterions used by  
students in generating their vision.  

Chapter 4 (Phase 3) presents the public outreach 
process, and how that informed the production of 
an integrated vision with multiple scenarios.

The chapters are followed by a Select 
Bibliography and Appendix containing Exhibit E of 
the Agreed Order No. 06TCPHQ-3867 of the Stte 
of Washington Dept of Ecology.

Figure 1.5 -  The team, at the EPA superfund site.
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Chapter 2

Phase I: Inventory & Analysis

Figure 2.1, 2.2, & 2.3 - Images showing 
the inventory and analysis process.
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PHASE 1 - Inventory and Analysis

This section details the activities conducted 
during the first phase of the studio, and are listed 
below. The work for Phase I was conducted 
by four teams, each focusing on a distinct (but 
overlapping) area on the site: Point, Upland, 
Shoreline and Japanese American Memorial Site. 
The groups worked primarily on their areas while 
communicating with other teams. Such division 
of labor afforded a full range of site experiences 
for each of the teams and allowed for a richer 
analysis.   

Site Visit/Fieldwork

The first meeting of the class coincided with 
the 65th Anniversary of the Japanese American 
internment, on March 30, 2007, which was 
marked by a ceremony on the memorial portion 
of the site, honoring those interned during 
World War II.  Not only was this an auspicious 
beginning also provided an invaluable experience 
for the students who witnessed the ceremonies 
and observed the site with a large gathering, 
indicative of future uses. After the initial guided 
tour arranged by BIMPRD in coordination with 
EPA, teams made additional visits to conduct 
fieldwork focusing on their area of the site.  

Selected excerpts of student’s reflections from 
the first site visit are presented below. These 
raw impressions are insightful as they capture 
emotive responses of the students to the existing 
site conditions. In some instances, the areas of 
the site, or the themes first identified by students 
resonated strongly with what they chose to focus 
on in later phases of the work.
 
 The site is a front porch to the island, and  
	 should	therefore	reflect	the	strength	and		
	 identity	of	the	entire	Bainbridge		 	 	
 community….(C. Majors)

Figure 2.4 - Small pond located on the Point.

Figure 2.5 - Old pilings scattered along the beach.

13



 The Ravine area and the East Hillside   
 present the opportunity for a transitional   
 buffer between the ‘inwardness’ of the   
 Japanese American site and the 
 ‘outwardness’ of the point – both spaces  
 present the opportunity for remembrance  
	 and	hope…(J.	Ellingboe)

	 The	site	presented	conflicting	feelings		 	
 – the vastness of the waste treatment   
	 site,	to	the	long	stretch	of	the	flatlands,	to		
 the Japanese American Memorial.    
 Behind these obvious features lie the  
 unknown, the ravine and hillsides. Like a  
	 fence	with	holes,	the	vegetation	only		 	
	 showed	us	glimpses	of	what	lies	behind			
	 the	first	rows	of	trees	and	bushes....
 I. Arai)

	 My	first	impression	of	the	project	site	was	
  how visible it is to any who visit the island  
 by ferry, but how many who even notice 
 the site are unaware of its history...Even 
	 if	the	histories	are	not	notable,	ecologicaly		
	 healthy,	socially	justifiable,	they	should	be		
 told...

	 I	am	thinking	about		subtle	gestures		 	
	 inviting	visitors	to	explore,	ponder	and		 	
 wonder at the depths and secrets the   
	 island	holds,		without	giving	it	all	away	as		
 they arrive by ferry. 
 (A. Luoma)
   

	 When	I	first	saw	the	site	as	sense	of		 	
 defeat came over me.  The site was so   
	 large	and	so	industrial	and	unwelcoming		
	 throughout.		There	were	large	metal		 	
	 structures,	a	razor	wire	fence,	rough,		 	
 uneven terrain bordered by a metal barrier
 between the water and the park that was 
	 also	rusty...After	the	site	tour	I	gained	a	
 new perspective, am more optimistic…  
 the land is more diverse than I initially 
	 thought,	with	the	forest	on	one	side	and			
	 the	other	side	bordering	the	Sound,	the		 	
 possibilities of what may lie between are  
 nearly endless. 
 (K. Bell)

Figure 2.5 - Panoramic picture of the park from the ferry.

Figure 2.6 - EPA mechanical equipment for the clean up 
process.
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Background Materials

A variety of sources was used in this work; 
below is a list of a select few primary and 
secondary sources that provided essential 
background information. 

1) Archival materials located in the 
Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI), 
UW Special Resource Collection and 
Bainbridge Island Historical Society. The 
images and recollections shed light on the 
industrial landscapes particularly the location 
of structures associated with the creosote 
industry.

2) Jones and Jones Materials: Related 
to this theme are the graphics created by 
Jones and Jones for the Japanese American 
Memorial site (including the schemes for the 
potential pier, wall and interpretive center) 
which were made available to the students for 
reference.  These provided informative visual 
and technical detail and insight regarding that 
portion of the site. 

3) BI Planning and Policy Documents: 
Among a vast array of regulatory and planning 
documents useful in this work, Exhibit E 
(see Appendix) of the ‘Agreed Order’ of 
the Department of Ecology provided the 
framework to define and refine the goals of the 
project. Other documents focused on gaining a 
deeper understanding of cultural and historical 
dimensions.  

4) Secondary Sources: Several 
books, articles and web sites that focused 
on the site were consulted in this work. 
Historical narratives such as Seattle, Past 
to Present an Interpretation of the History of 
the Foremost City in the Pacific Northwest; 
Picture Bainbridge: A Pictorial History of 
Bainbridge Island, were especially helpful 
in understanding the site’s history and 
development through time. Native Seattle 
Histories from the Crossing-Over Place, 
provides an overall context of the Native 
populations in the region before colonization 

and during urban development of the Seattle 
and its environs. A useful resource for ecological 
literacy of the site is: Bainbridge Island Nearshore 
Assessment Report, which includes 15 chapters 
covering most habitat contexts relevant to 
this site. The GIS data was highly valuable in 
illustrating shoreline change, zoning strategies 
and land use information.  Additionally, the 
EPA provided invaluable site data about the 
remediation work to date on the beach areas and 
the point. 

Thematic Mapping

One of the main goals of Phase I  was to prepare 
base maps to analyze and identify natural and 
built features on the site including topography, 
wetlands, streams, vegetation, utilities, structures, 
boundaries, easements, buffers, historical and 
archaeological imprints, and their intersections. 
This involved pulling together information from 
disparate sources as well as generating new 
data from field surveys. For instance, the existing 
trail network in the uplands was digitized as well 
as list of bird species observed on the site was 
compiled. 

Stakeholder Perspectives and Site Narratives 

In addition to mapping the physical features on 
the site, the teams envisaged the site through 
the eyes and minds of different stakeholders 
and user groups likely to have a long-term 
interest in the outcome of the project and remain 
involved during the visioning process.  Each team 
conducted non-structured interviews with one 
stakeholder group to gauge their interest and 
concerns for the site. These included:

Local Users & Residents, who primarily use the 
site for walking, contemplation, nature enjoyment 
and dog walking

Suquamish Peoples, who have historically used 
the shorelines of Puget Sound including the site 
for small-scale fishing. Although this shoreline 
is not particularly revered by the Suquamish 
Peoples (compared to some others in the region), 
but shorelines in general have a degree of 
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sacredness attached to them including  the site 
of Pritchard Park.

Japanese American community, have 
historical associations with the site as a point 
of departure to the internment camps during 
WW II. The community has been instrumental 
is the creation of the “let it not happen again” 
memorial to honor the internees and promoting 
civil rights.  

Managing Partners include those entities which 
have legal responsibility in the management, 
stewardship and clean-up of the site.  These 
include the Bainbridge Island Metro Parks, the 
City of Bainbridge (City Councilors, City Hall 
staff), and the Washington State Department 
of Ecology working in partnerships with the 
EPA on Bill’s Point; the Superfund portion of 
the site.  Along with the EPA there is federal 
interest also from the National Park Service 
(NPS) in designating the Japanese Memorial 
Area as a ‘satellite’ park of the Minidoka NP 
honoring those who were internment from the 
site.

SWOT Analysis

With the base maps and the stakeholder 
assessment in hand, the teams conducted 
a SWOT analysis (strength – weakness – 
opportunity – threat) for their portion of the 
site. The general concept and framework for a 
SWOT analysis is presented below:

Strengths: attributes of the park’s context 
(social and physical) that are helpful to 
achieving the goals of a public park. 

Weaknesses: attributes of the park that are 
counter-productive or even detrimental in 
creating a good public space

Opportunities: external conditions that are 
helpful to achieving the park’s goals, and

Threats: external conditions that limit or thwart 
achieving the park’s goals.

The results were compiled in presentation 

boards  using a mix of representation tools; 
computer graphics, hand drawn sketches, text 
and images. 

Public Workshop and Feedback

The teams presented their results to the Pritchard 
Park Steering Committee and other members 
of the public on May 4, 2007, at the Council 
Chambers of Bainbridge City Hall. This venue 
provided all parties with a chance to share ideas 
in the open, and a springboard for the second 
phase. Much of the feedback obtained on 
forms provided at the onset of the presentation 
came from interested public (in particular park 
neighbors) and agencies (EPA, COBI, BIMPRD). 
The PPSC provided their feedback as well; 
comments from different sources were compiled 
and used in further refining this phase before 
starting work on Phase II. 

Figure 2.7 - Caroline Majors works on editing some of the 
analysis boards during a review at UW.
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Study Areas:

Japanese Memorial

Uplands

Shoreline

Point
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Time line
1857
Chinese, Filipino and Japanese settlement begins on Bainbridge Island.

December 7th, 1941
Pearl Harbor is bombed by Japan.

February 18th, 1942
President Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 to give authority to the war department to 
authorities exclusion zones.  Because of the military importance of Bainbridge Island and the 
relatively small number of Japanese American families residing their, it became the first location 
where Nikkei families were forcibly removed from their homes.

March 24th, 1942
Soldiers posted notices and instructions for the forced evacuation of Japanese Americans from 
Bainbridge Island under Exclusion Order-1.

March 30th, 1942
227 Bainbridge Island Nikkei were assembled at the Eagledale Ferry Dock and transported to Seattle 
and later to Manzamar, California.

April 1945
At the end of WWII about half of the Bainbridge Island Japanese Americans resume their lives with 
extreme prejudice.

1952
The Bainbridge Island Nikkei recognized the importance of their place in history and the need to 
educate the general public.  The Bainbridge Island Japanese American Community (BIJAC) was 
formed.

1982-85
BIJAC is formed to 1) contribute to the knowledge of the Japanese American Culture and history and 
2) facilitate cultural well-being of the Japanese American community.  BIJAC began their oral history 
project and in 1985 developed a traveling exhibit Kodomo No Tame Ni - For the Sake of the Children

1992
US Congress established the Manzanar National Historic Site and the next year Minidoka was 
created.
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History of the Memorial

2000
BIJAC in conjunction with others began to conceptually develop a memorial and Interpretive center 
where the former Eagledale Ferry Dock was.  This dock was also placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

March 30th, 2002
Governor Gary Locke unveiled a stone that was placed on Taylor Avenue dedicating the site to the 
interned Japanese Americans.

2003
The city and park district developed conceptual plans along with UW for the park and memorial.

March 30th, 2004
The ground breaking ceremony was held for the memorial.

October 2004
The Entry Gate constructed by Timber Framers Guild and the Memorial Committee is displayed near 
the Bainbridge Island Post Office.

December 2004
The site for the Japanese American Memorial and Joel Pritchard Park was acquired.

March 2007
Park Planning Process begins with UW in three Phases.  Phase I and II are completed by June 2007.

July 2007
Public outreach process begins, feedback is used in refining park visions.
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Strengths:
1. There is some funding for the memorial

2. Jones & Jones is a committed landscape architecture 
firm that has received a positive response from 
stakeholders on their site plans and work to date.

3. The site’s natural features, view and abundant plant life 
make it an excellent location.

4. There has been ample support for the project and it has 
been well celebrated.

Opportunities:
5. Only Phase I of the site plan has been completed.  There 
is a common theme that could be realized in the memorial 
and the super fund site - rejuvenation.

6. The memorial site is designed for solitude and reflection, 
the remainder of the park could serve more recreational 
purposes.

7. The educational aspects of the memorial could be 
similarly applied to the super fund site.

Weaknesses:
8. As the design of the memorial has already been finalized 
there is little room for fresh input.

9. There are limitations as to what can be incorporated into 
the park given it is an ecologically sensitive area.

Threats:
10. It is not clear how the memorial site will fit into the 
larger park context.

11. Consensus building among stakeholders could be 
challenging and time consuming.

12. The two parks may be so different that there is no 
continuity between them.

13. The realization of the phases is contingent on funding.  
Tax payers may be resistant to giving more money to the 
remainder of the park.
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PHASE 2: PARK VISIONS
At the conclusion of Phase I, further 
discussions with the PPSC about the scope 
of  Phase II ‘alternative park visions’, led to the 
creation of four teams of two students each,  
working on full site visions, complemented 
by three individuals detailing partial visions 
for the site. This approach would allow for a 
range of visions that would be shared with the 
greater Bainbridge community for feedback, 
and reduce risk associated with polarity of 
opinion over too narrow a range of options. 
Students identified and expanded on themes 
and goals they saw important for the park, as 
they combined respective ideas into integrated 
design concepts while at the same time 
expanding their horizons from one area of 
the site they focused on during Phase I to the 
entire site.

In addition to reviewing literature pertaining 
to park planning and community engagement 
process (see select bibliography), teams 
explored one precedent study each on small-
scale sites illustrating brown-to-green concepts 
applied elsewhere especially on urbanizing 
shorelines. The range of cases provided insights 
to programming for park use. The PPSC 
participated in studio reviews during this phase 
of the process.  This ensured the refinement of 
team’s visions, and at the same time keeping 
the visions grounded. This section presents the 
graphic results of the Phase II as teams and 
individual presentations.  In addition it discusses 
the emerging design principles that were used 
by each team in developing their ideas. The 
principles were used within the framework of eco-
stewardship and short (10ys) vs. long term goals 
(50yrs).

Figure 3.1 - Moss covers portion of the Point at Pritchard Park.
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as their ancestors were evicted to internment 
camps from here. Today, however with the EPA’s 
remediation process underway, and the creation 
of the “let it not happen again” memorial, the 
site is undergoing an ecological and cultural 
“healing” as it recovers from pollution and 
painful memories. Although small in area, its 
borrowed urban and natural scenery gives it a 
more spacious feel suitable for contemplation 
and reflection. The design of the new park ought 
to incorporate the spirit of rejuvenation allowing 
for “healing” to occur while at the same time 
accommodating the new functions.

EMERGENT DESIGN PRINCIPLES

The site of Pritchard Park is unique; its location in 
Eagle Harbor makes it a gateway to Bainbridge 
Island for those arriving by ferry. Not only is the 
geography of the site powerful, its history is 
equally if not more profound. The site represents 
a powerful confluence of geography, history 
and ecology making it an especially important 
site and a potential symbol or gateway of 
Bainbridge Island. Any intervention on the site 
would need to consider these intertwining (and 
sometimes conflicting) forces from the program 
planning to site design and development stages. 
The inherent tension on the site (sacred vs. 
recreation; ongoing clean-up vs. use, etc.) would 
need to be reinterpreted as positive force in 
the park planning process. Using the design 
principles, the goal is to create a space that is 
ecological and culturally resilient yet flexible to 
the changing needs and demographics of the 
region. At the same time it needs to be a pleasant 
space that is inclusive and welcoming to a 
diverse user.

Rejuvenation

The park site contains painful ecological and 
historical tales within its folds. The loss of habitat, 
altered shoreline as well as contaminated soils 
and waters point to a particularly insensitive 
ecological past associated with the site. In 
addition the western portion of the site holds 
painful memories for the Japanese Americans 

Figure 3.2 - Photo simulation of restored beach at Pritchard 
Park.

Figure 3.3 & 3.4 - Historical photos of the company town, 
Creosote.
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Remembrance 

Pritchard Park site contains rich history and 
social meaning; the new park design needs to 
interpret the historical layering in the landscape 
and its associative (multiple) meanings. Given 
the park’s small size and overlapping histories 
in time and space, finding a way to weave 
together stories that are mutually respectful is 
a key design principle. Historical and ecological 
interpretation through landscape design (and 
limited interpretive signage) ought to play an 
important role in educating the visitor on the 
diversity of the landscape history. 

Recreation 

The new park would provide for the programming 
that different user groups (and stakeholders) 
see necessary, at the same time it would be 
an equitable and welcoming place for all.  The 
passive and active use would be zoned using the 
buffer-connector concept. The landscape design 
would be rooted in the vernacular and reflect the 
spirit of the island. Issues of safety and access 
are to be considered in the planning and location 
of entry points and parking areas. Finally the 
views from the site that connect it to the larger 
region should be acknowledged in the design 
using vantage points.

Restoration

The site has seen a century of industrial use 
that has left the soil and the shoreline polluted 
and altered. One of the core goals of the park’s 
establishment is the clean-up of polluted areas 
and ecological recovery of basic habitats.  The 
new design would take into account the long-
range, ongoing, ecological restoration processes 
on site and ecological dynamism as well. 
Where possible and needed, the ecological 
restoration processes could be included in the 
interpretive program for educational purposes as 
understanding natural processes leads to better 
stewardship. 

48



RUINS:

Remembrance: of the land and the peoples that have experienced it 
throughout time;
Understanding: the transformations of the land and the motivations 
for its transformation;    
Inclusiveness:  through welcoming design that addresses 
stakeholders’ needs with an even hand;  
Naturalness:  through experience with nature, embracing the 
interaction of sea, land, and sky;
Stewardship:  of the land as a “living” laboratory that will inform 
users of its past and present states while providing a sense of 
healing through restoration and care.

Jim Elinghoe

Ion Arai

Figure 3.5 - Picture of old pier extending from beach.
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Jim Ellinghoe & Ion Arai : Site Plan
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Jim Ellinghoe & Ion Arai: Vegetation Overlay
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Themes:

Four themes informed by the past, present, and 
proposed uses of the land guide the design of the 
park.  The western portion of the park – Cultural 
East – hosts the Japanese American Memorial 
(JAM) site.  Design themes for this portion of 
the park are to reflect eastern cultural flavor.  
The middle portion of the park – Ecological 
– is the place that is the most naturally intact 
hence the design theme in the portion should 
be ecological in nature.  The eastern portion 
of the park – Cultural West – was the location 
of the former town of Creosote, which housed 
the company worker for the creosote plant on 
the Point.  Design theme for this portion is to 
reflect a western cultural flavor acknowledging 
this history on the land.  Industrial themes are to 
be implemented through design on the Point to 
reflect the industrial past of the place.

Experiential: 

The park has multiple environments – each 
with a different emotion or experiential feeling.  
Starting in the west – due to the contemplative 
nature of the Japanese American Memorial site 
– this section looks inward with hopes of peace 
and solitude.  The moderately dense tree canopy 

that lets in light but gives the feeling of enclosure 
reinforces this.  Also a wall of trees giving a 
further feeling of enclosure limits the views 
looking out from this site.  

The middle portion exhibits the densest tree 
canopy of the entire site as well as some of 
the steepest and most crenelated topography 
– letting in less light lends a compressed feeling 
due to the space.  Further east, a more parkland 
character is present due to the past habitation 
of the portion of the park.  The space is lighter in 
quality and possesses territorial vistas resulting 
in a more activated character.  The Point is 
expansive, due to the lack of topography, 

Figure 3.6 - Conceptual diagram of themes.

Figure 3.7 - Conceptual diagram of experiences.
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vegetation, and uninterrupted views (lack of 
visual boundaries).

Interpretive:

Throughout the park where interpretive elements 
reveal themselves moving from west to east 
the subject matter should have an ecological 
reference as one heads towards the superfund 
site.  Conversely, heading from east to west the 
subject matter should have a social reference 
heading towards the JAM site.  The land that this 
park is on has experienced a diverse and unique 
history.  Historical interpretation should be site 

specific and independent of direction of travel 
throughout the park.  All interpretive elements 
of the park are expressed through subtle design 
elements rather than interpretive signs for 
dummies.

Trail System:

The planned trail system utilizes approximately 
90% of the existing trail layout.  Through, 
the implementation of additional trails and 
improvements to the existing system, we sought 
to create better access throughout the park.  We 
connected the fragmented trail network to provide 
more comprehensive access to different areas 
of the park.  A large ADA compliant loop is to be 
incorporated in order to provide access to those 
with special needs.  In addition to improving 
the trail system, we propose more recreational 
amenities to take advantage of the park’s natural 
topography and environment.  

Figure 3.8 - Interpretive factors.

Figure 3.9 - Image of trail section and layout of trail network throughout park
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Public Facilities:  consist of restrooms and 
outdoor shower facilities.  
Parking:  design provides approximately 70 
parking spaces.  Primarily located at the eastern 
end of the park as well as on Eagle Harbor Drive.

The unique features in our design, includes: 
Japanese Torii gates, an amphitheater, a barrel 
seating area, and the trestle.  

The Torii gates are a traditional Japanese symbol 
marking the entrance to a sacred space.  This 
is appropriate transitional elements due to the 
location along the trail leading from the shoreline 
to the JAM site.  One gets a sense of entering 
an area that is unlike the rest of the park, and it 
mentally prepares them for that experience.

The amphitheater is situated in a dense forested 
region.  It provides a large gathering place to 
hold events or meetings in an enclosed natural 
setting, which is further enhanced by the views 
of Winslow.  It is a blending of the natural setting 
that looks out to a very urban environment.

The barrel seating area is located at a junction 
of three paths and in front of the primary beach 
recreation area.  Like the Council Circles, it is 
meant to be a place of gathering and socializing.

The Trestle is the iconic structure of the park – it 
is the most visible and dramatic element.  

The Ravine:

Long term goals include restoration of the Ravine 
resulting in a bridge over a day-lighted Creosote 
Creek on Eagle Harbor Drive.  Trail system is to 
be extended to southern portion of the park via 
the Ravine.  

Bill Point Road:

Extension of Bill Point Rd. to Eagle Harbor Dr. 
resulting in the decommissioning of NE Old 
Creosote Hill Road. This abandoned road can be 
developed as rough mowed pasture that can be 
used for parking overflow or construction staging.  
By decommissioning this road and extending 
Bill Point Rd we are eliminating a dangerous 
intersection (Old Creosote Hill Rd. and Eagle 
Harbor Dr.) and providing an open space 
amenity.

Amenities:

Creating areas of recreation was important to our 
design to address the stakeholder’s desires for a 
multifaceted active program.  Here is a list of the 
key amenities that we wish to provide:

The Council Circles: informal social gathering 
spaces that are also intimate enough in scale 
to be utilized as resting places for individuals.  
Material selection and design detailing reflect the 
thematic concepts previously mentioned based 
on their location.
Picnic Areas: programmed additional gathering 
space that provide longer term recreational 
activities such as cooking and eating.  Located 
in places where there is more light, access to 
parking or nearby heavily used recreational areas
Puget Sound Water Trail Campground:  proposed 
camping area on west beach for overnight 
kayakers.
Kayak Storage Barn: building structure facilitating 
rental and storage of kayaks for local users.   
Viewing Platforms: elevated structures that 
provide viewing opportunities at key locations 
throughout the park.  These platforms would 
enhance internal and external experiences.

Figure 3.10 - Detail of seating area, or ‘Council Circles.’
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Vegetation: 

The park already possesses a valuable 
vegetative component that is in dire need of 
stewardship with respect to noxious weed control.  
Plant palettes throughout the park should reflect 
our experiential concepts in that they are subtle 
in color in the western and central portions 
becoming more colorful in the eastern portion.  
Plant palette on the Point and Shoreline should 
be primarily native in selection and robust in 
character in order to thrive in harsh conditions.  
The selection of American Dunegrass, which is 
blue in color as the primary plant for the interior 
of the Point is evocative of the fact that the area 
was once underwater.  The American Dunegrass 
is extremely hardy and vigorous thus making it a 
logical candidate for quick recovery if disturbed 
by maintenance or future construction.

Figure 3.12 - Image of boardwalk section.

The Amphitheater:

The amphitheater is built in an old sand pit that 
was used by a brick factory.  It uses the “natural” 
topography as a canvas and its location looks 
outward towards Eagle Harbor and Winslow.  It 
can be utilized as a large gathering place for 
celebrations or meetings or as a small venue for 
music or plays.  Situated within a gully enclosed 
on three sides by trees one gets an expansive 
feeling that is focuses outward to the water and 
the town.  The design ties together nature and 
history.  Since it is sited on the location of an old 
brick factory – we suggested that the seating be 
constructed with bricks manufactured from this 
factory.  Looking into the amphitheater the bricks 
reminding one of the past, but they are not visible 
from above giving a sense of naturalness.

Figure 3.11 - Section of restored  each and pathway.
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The boardwalk is situated in front of the 
amphitheater acting as a backdrop, but it is 
positioned at a height that does not obstruct 
the views to the water and beyond.  It also 
creates more viewing space looking into the 
amphitheater.   
   
The viewing platform which is located above the 
amphitheater is positioned to create views into 
the amphitheater and outward to the water and 
beyond.  This gives a different experience and 
feeling to viewing events at the amphitheater.

The Beach/Shoreline:

Although the beach and shoreline path provide 
an important east-west access to park, it is a 
pleasant relaxing experience.  It offers options 
of an informal path (the beach) and formal path 
(ADA loop) with both giving an expansive feeling 
provided by the openness and the views over the 
water. 

Along the way – you pass picnic shelters, council 
circles until you reach the junction where the 
beach path meets the point promenade.  In this 
section are rows of large platforms for seating 
or sunbathing.  It overlooks the primary water/
beach recreation area – it could be a place where 
parents can safely look out for their children while 
they play on the beach or in the water.  Another 
feature of this area is the barrel seating.  The 
seating is made of old metal barrels sunk into 

Figure 3.13 & 3.14 - Sketches of ampitheatre.

Figure 3.15 - Ampitheatre seating section.
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the ground at different heights.  This harkens 
back to the industrial days of the point following 
our conceptual theme.  This has the potential of 
becoming a notable iconic gathering place.  

The Earthworks:

We propose the construction of two large 
mounded earthworks whose primary purpose 
is to screen the EPA’s treatment facilities from 
view into the Point.  The earthworks can be 
manipulated to facilitate the installation of future 
wells as needed.

The Trestle:

Continuing along around the point – the path 
widens varying from 25-50 feet.  Interspersed 
with pockets of vegetation and picnic amenities, 
the Westside of the point overlooks Eagle 
Harbor.  The Westside promenade of the point 
is meant to be more recreationally active due to 
its location to the beach and the sheltering from 
the wind coming off the Sound.  As you make the 
turn around the point, the views to the Cascade 
Mountains, Mt. Baker, Seattle, the Sound and Mt. 
Rainier reveal themselves. Continuing along the 
eastern shore, the path brings you back to the 
primary parking area for the park 

An elevated trestle provides access across the 
restricted areas of the point.  The trestle can 
be accessed by the ADA trail coming from the 

uplands, and by the two stair towers at each 
end.  The trestle is configured on an axis that 
points in the general direction of Mt. Baker.  On 
a clear day, territorial views to the east and 
west encompass Mt Rainier, the Cascades, 
Seattle, Eagle Harbor, Winslow, and the 
Olympic Mountains.  Interior views of the Point 
are included as well.  The design is a historic 
reminder of the past industrial uses of the site

The trestle will be constructed over a concrete 
slab that can serve as an access road for the 
wells and other maintenance issues.

As the restricted areas becomes more 
accessible, the trestle can connect to the 
earthworks providing access to the interior of 
the Point.  This access can be incrementally 

Figure 3.16 - Sketch looking east towards point.

Figure 3.17 - Plan view of trestle location and point.
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increased from being viewing platforms on the 
top of the earthworks to full access as the site 
becomes less polluted.  The trestle is one of the 
first things one would see when coming by ferry 
to Bainbridge Island.  It acts as an iconic element.

We propose augmenting the EPA’s Shoreline 
Protection Alternative A – Step Revetment with 
High Temperature Impermeable Membranes 
by applying a textured shot-crete overlay.  This 
overlay would be naturalistic in appearance.  The 
Promenade around the point would be made of 
porous concrete.  Inboard of the Promenade, 

we propose a drainage swale in which the EPA 
enclosure fence can be installed thus reducing 
its perceived elevation from the users on the 
Promenade.  

Implementation:
 
This is an implementation plan spanning thirty 
years of the proposed improvements.  We have 
identified five areas where improvement activities 
will occur.  The implementation plan takes into 
account the economy of concurring activities as 
well as critical path activities for construction.    

Figure 3.18 - Perspective sketch looking towards point from ferry approaching Eagle Harbor.

Figure 3.19 - Perspective looking across point from trestle.
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Figure 3.20 & 3.21 - Phasing map and schedule.
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JD Tovey

Shruthi Mangalvarapet Kantharaj
The main goals of this design are as follows:

Integrating modern components into the natural 
setting as a way of healing the damage caused 
by the industrial use of the site. 

Bring balance between the benefits reaped from 
the natural resources and revival of the natural 
setting.

To demonstrate the transition from industrial to 
the natural world through the use of materials, 
form, scale and function.

Figure 3.22 - Perspective sketch of point with windmills, boardwalk and restoration.

Wind and Water
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JD Tovey & Shruthi Mangalvarapet Kantharaj: Site Plan
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Design Elements:

Entrances, parking, trails, bridge, overlook 
platforms, picnic areas, kayak rental and storage 
area, Native handicrafts and canoe making 
center, catchment area, mound along the beach 
& restricted area, chain link fence, boardwalk, 
habitat wall and windmills.

Design Features:

A catchment area is proposed in the picnic areas 
as apart of creek day-lighting program with 
viewing decks around it.

The picnic area could be rented out as outdoor 
gathering spaces for both public and private 
gatherings, to generate income for the park.

The trees proposed over the mounds in the 
restricted area act as visual barriers. The types of 
trees proposed will be the same as those found in 
the upland area to give a visual flow and add the 
ecological restoration program.

The sidewalks are proposed on either side of the 
access road. 

Dividers are proposed with restricted speed 
limits for the safety of the park users at the park 
entrances, also emphasizing the entry ways.

The overall contours of the site remain unaltered 
with minor changes made for the parking areas.

At the Point the board walk and the mounds act 
in a combination to create pockets to break the 
monotony of the walk and to direct the visitor at 
specific views

The two-storied kayak rental and storage center 
is designed like a Native American community 
center. It functionally serves the purpose of 
creating rental spaces to house kayaks and other 
accessories. It is an income generator for the 
park. This space is accessible only by water and 
not by motor roads.  Semi-covered seating area 
is provided around the buildings which acts as a 
transition space between the built forms and the 

nature around it.  All the materials used on site 
are eco-friendly. The pavement material would be 
permeable.  The semi-covered space would be 
made in recycled wood, which are cost-effective 
alternatives.

The Canoe Center is a two storied building that is 
shaped like log houses of Native Americans with 
the floor level sunken. The counters display the 
handicrafts with historical narrative boards above.  
The first floor can be used as storage space.

The decks act as punctuations on the trails acting 
as a visual relief. They are angled to frame a
specific view with tree clearing so the visitor gets
an unobstructed view. Grills are provided so that
they can be used as spill over spaces .

The trails follow the existing contours lines. The
trails are made to serve various purposes. The
steeper slopes could be used for exercise. The 
gradual ones will act as reflective paths and 
others will serve as easy access from parking 
area to various spaces.

The bridge acts as a transitional connector
between the uplands and the Japanese
Memorial Site.  The decks and trails have light 
fixtures for the convenience of users in the early 
and late hours of the day. Specific dog use hours 
would be proposed.

Figure 3.23 - Perspective of windmills and point.
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We are proposing the installation of windmills on 
the Point as iconic elements and for the purpose 
of engergy conservation.  In the next 20 years 
wind farms would potentially save use of coal and 
natural gas.  The windmills come in variable hub 
heights, rotor diameters, speed control, etc. and 
are adapatble to a variety of environments.

Figure 3.24 - Different pedestrian amenity ideas.

Figure 3.25 - Fence and wall ideas for point boardwalk.

Figure 3.26 - Sketch showing bridge over restored ravine.

63



Figure 3.27 - Conceptual images of visions.

Figure 3.28 - Trail network concept through uplands.

Figure 3.29 - Viewing deck and pedestrian amenities.
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Figure 3.30 - Point section.

Figure 3.31 - Uplands section with road and trails.
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Figure 3.32 - Kayak rental center and seating area.

Figure 3.33 - Trail section with viewing deck.
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Figure 3.34 - Point sections with windmills.
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Figure 3.35 - Phasing and conceptual zoning maps.

68



The diverse habitats and historical sites within 
Pritchard Park suggest that certain uses, 
including, restoration, memorialization, and 
recreation, are appropriate in the different 
portions of the park. The proposed design is an 
attempt to provide a framework for these uses. 
Under the proposed framework, these uses will 
be accessible, coherent, and flexible over time. 

Access/Availability:

Due to its prominent location, Pritchard Park 
has potential to serve as a community gathering 
space, embodying a collective identity for 
Bainbridge Island, while honoring individual 
cultural histories. The park should support and 
prominently display the values of this closely-
knit island community that appreciates cultural 
and intergenerational diversity. However, it 
should also be available and accessible to a 
diverse range of uses, accommodating local 
and regional/national visitors, maximizing its 
use. Access and availability for all visitors will be 
enhanced by making the site more coherent and 
flexible.

Miki Fujikawa

Caroline Majors

Figure 3.36 - Local and regional connections.

Gathering Spaces
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Miki Fujikawa & Caroline Majors: Site Plan
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Coherency:

The park will fit into an interpretive framework 
which accentuates the existing and historical 
features of the site to make them more legible, 
available, and accessible to visitors. An 
explanation of the park’s history will be an integral 
component of these experiences of healing 
and learning. Navigation and wayfinding will be 
emphasized in order to create clear connections/
gateways/ thresholds/transitions between distinct 
spaces or uses within the park and between the 
park and its surrounding context.

Flexibility:
 
The structures or paths should be minimal.  
Contrast should be drawn and thresholds created 
between constant features that memorialize the 
past, such as the Japanese American Memorial 
or the trees in the uplands, and elements in 
transition, such as the clean-up work, the tides, 
or seasonal changes in the landscape. The 
proposed design will enable change of use/
interpretation over time, allow for versatility, 
embody the progressive/forward thinking values 
of Bainbridge Island, and allow for adaptable/
temporary use for festivals and events.

Design Elements:

Boardwalk: The boardwalk, made of the same 
materials as boardwalks at the Japanese 
American Memorial, will run along the outer edge 
of the point and connect to beach and upland 
trails, showcasing mountain, city and water 
views. Although the public will not be allowed 
into the center of the point, remediation activities 
will be visible from the boardwalk. The additional 

four feet of earth that will be brought in to cap the 
point will not cover the boardwalk area, so that 
the walkway is at least four feet lower than the 
rest of the point. This height differential will serve 
as a less obtrusive but effective barrier to restrict 
access to the superfund clean up area while 
remediation work is underway. The northwestern 
section of the boardwalk will have a covered 
shelter and view deck that features views of both 
the Olympic Range and the interior of the point 
where remediation efforts are underway.  The 
shelter looks across Eagle Harbor to the Ferry 
Terminal on axis with the historic work dock, an 
excellent place to discuss the site’s history as a 

Figure 3.37 - Example of boardwalk through forest.

Figure 3.38 - Perspective showing restored beach with boardwalk
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display will inform visitors about the progress of 
the remediation work.  Also at this location will 
be an interpretive display explaining the need 
for wood treatment plants in the 20th century, 
and industrial practices that led to environmental 
contamination. The industrial wood treatment 
practices of today should also be noted here.

Well coverings: The development of Pritchard 
Park, especially the point, will greatly affect the 
impressions of visitors to the island, and provide 
some spectacular view opportunities across 
the Sound toward Seattle. The site serves as a 
“front porch” to the island. It should, therefore, 
strengthen and reflect the identity of the entire 
Bainbridge community. The superfund site 
will not be hidden behind barbed wire chain 
link fences. Well heads will be covered with 
vibrantly colored fabric to draw attention to the 
clean up taking place. The fabric coverings will 
be easily removable and would not interfere 
with the EPA/Dept. of Ecology’s remediation 
efforts. Visual access to the point remediation 
will encourage curiosity about the clean up. The 
continual remediation of the point illustrates the 
considerable effort it takes to make amends for 
past mistakes.

Field/parking: A centrally located parking area will 
be placed along the south bend of the flatland 
area. The parking area will take advantage of an 
existing level, graveled area, and provide access 
to a kayak launch in the shielded waters of Eagle 
Harbor. A buffer of vegetation will screen the 
parking area from the beach. The remainder of 
the flatlands between the parking area and beach 
will be planted with grass to create a multi-use 
field. At the western edge of this field/parking 

working waterfront. A second shelter/view deck 
will be sited in the area of the original post office/
general store of Creosote, Washington. This 
location offers spectacular views of downtown 
Seattle across the Puget Sound, as well as views 
toward Mount Rainier. And, a restroom facility 
could be added to serve the eastern end of the 
park. In addition, we propose a mix of the wall 
and slope alternatives suggested by the EPA. 
So that planted terraced steps may extend from 
the boardwalk to the tidelands. This provides 
opportunities for added marine vegetation and 
softens the industrial feel of the existing sheetpile 
wall, without completely masking its function. 

Shelters: The covered shelter on the view 
deck could be formed as a tensile structure of 
corrugated aluminum. The aluminum reflects 
building material used in the past in the 
construction of Creosote factory buildings. At the 
viewing point, a regularly updated interpretive 

Figure 3.39 - Before and after illustrations of current trail.

Figure 3.40 - Example of artwork that could be applied to 
point location.
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the intersection of the beach and the point 
(southwest corner). Associated parking will be 
located nearby in the centrally located parking 
area.

Dog Beach: As much of the current park use 
involves dog walking, the park will accommodate 
some dog-walking activity. Dogs on leashes 
will not be allowed in the park from 10am-4pm 
Saturday and Sunday, but will be encouraged at 
all other times there is daylight. However, dogs 
will never be allowed in the memorial area. An 
off leash area will be located on the west point 
beach. Fines will be heavy for inconsiderate dog 
owners. Trash cans and baggie dispensers will 
be provided at several locations throughout the 
park to help dog owners keep the park clean.

Amphitheater: The site of the former sandpit 
would be converted to an amphitheater encircled 
by trees and open to the air. This gathering space 
would be suitable for community events such 
as weddings, plays, concerts, or historical talks. 
Long, curved benches of stepped earth could 
provide seating for up to 100 people. A wooden 
boardwalk will connect the amphitheater to the 
central parking area. Wide steps will slope down 
from the amphitheater to the beach pathway, 
providing access and places to sit and watch the 
beach.

Camping: The home sites of the former Creosote 
community offer a unique opportunity to reinstate 

area a restroom could be provided for the central 
area of the park.

Kayak Launch: A kayak or other human 
powered watercraft launch will be located at 

Figure 3.41 - Amphitheater illustration.

Figure 3.42 - Trail signs.

Figure 3.43 - Example of amphitheater integrated into a 
natural environment.
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overnight use of the site. A campground could 
be located in the eastern uplands with campsites 
situated on the location of the original company 
housing units. The former road could be used 
again to serve the campground. The camp 
could incorporate some of the historic lightposts 
from the Creosote development. Remnants of 
these posts are found along the old roadbeds 
in the uplands. And, restroom facilities would be 
provided to serve these overnight sites.

Trails: A leveled, widened, ADA accessible 
loop trail system will be created using the 
existing upland trails as a base. The trail 
system will contain interpretive signs and 
displays emphasizing the history of the site and 
encouraging reflection as well as mindfulness 
of the beautiful surroundings. An extension of 
the trail system into the ravine will be linked to 
the existing trail system by a crosswalk crossing 
Eagle Harbor Drive. The trail from Blakely Harbor 
will join the Pritchard trail system in the ravine. 

Key Transition Points: The entrance to memorial 
from the eastern end of the park will be clearly 
marked, informing visitors that they are entering 
a place of contemplation, and a more inward 
experience. This will encourage them to 
maintain an atmosphere of quiet contemplation 
surrounding the memorial site.

Prominent signage on Eagle Harbor Drive will 
inform visitors that they are entering and exiting 
Pritchard Park. This signage may include posts 
on either side of the street that may be used for 
smaller thematic/event banners or larger banners 
that extend across Eagle Harbor Drive.

Interpretive program:  In addition to interpretive 
signs a guided walking audio tour of the site 
will be available for download on the park web 
page. The audio tour will include explanations 
of the park’s history, remediation and features. 
The historical interpretation of the site will be 
highlighted by recordings of long time island 
residents describing the area in their own words. 
Park visitors will need to download the audio tour 
onto a portable digital audio player. Throughout 
the park, numbered posts will indicate where to 
listen to each segment of the tour. An advantage 
of this type of information delivery is its low 
relative cost, and flexibility. Pamphlets will be 
available that describe briefly the information 
covered at each audio interpretation stop.

Personnel: The proposed park design requires 
regular routine maintenance, including trash 
removal, and restroom clean up and stocking. 
In addition, the park would benefit from a paid 
volunteer coordinator with responsibilities 
including: invasive vegetation removal, native 
vegetation planting, interpretive program 
development, and guided tours for school 
children. 

Figure 3.44 - Before and after illustrations of entry into 
Japanese American Memorial.
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Phasing & Implementation:  All of the design 
elements could be in place within the next ten 
years. This park design is meant to be flexible, 
so that the park preserves it ability to change 
over time if different elements are required in the 
future. Over the next 50 years, the main element 
that may be possible to change is the boardwalk/
access to the point. As the point is reclaimed over 
time, the treatment facility, wells, and surrounding 
fence should be removed. Native vegetation 
could be added, and steps and/or ramps could 
be added along the boardwalk to allow visitors 
to frolic upon the raised interior of the point, 
enjoying the views with less restraint. 

Figure 3.45 & 3.46 - Point illustrations with artwork and restoration.
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I. Concept/Inspiration

The simplicity and elegance of a pearl necklace 
is found in its uniformity, balanced beauty, and 
memorable strand of transformed grains of sand.  
Simplicity is the line between plainness and 
distraction.  Pritchard Park should be a linear, 
sacred, peaceful necklace, draping the shoreline 
of Eagle Harbor and the entrance into Bainbridge 
Island.  The park should be simple in character, 
not over burdening for visitors who wish to merely 
take a stroll along the beach.  Pritchard Park 
ought to be memorable in its ability to reveal the 
layers of history by physical design features that 
are meaningful, and respectful toward past and 
future generations.  Stories should be told in a 
peaceful, grandfatherly tone, not dictated by a 
monotone recording.  We risk not communicating 
the truth of this site if we try to tell everything all 
at once in a bold fashion.  It should be slowly 
released, rediscovered, by a long walk through 
the site, or by a series of visits over time.  Lights, 
decorating the park create new perspectives 

Aaron Luoma

Kadie Bell

Figure 3.47 & 3.48 - Concept, image, text that became the 
inspiration for the design.

Paths of Sacred Simplictiy
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Aaron Luoma & Kadie Bell: Site Plan
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and aesthetics, allowing greater use of the 
park during evening hours.  Renewable energy 
sources, expressing the organic origins of simple 
pearls, and the environmental ethics of the 
citizens and Tribes of Bainbridge Island.  The 
tranquility of the scenery, the restoration and 
proximity to ecological wonder, can transcend all 
bitterness, fear and hatred.  Visitors to Pritchard 
Park should be able to come to this park to 
experience what it means to forgive through 
restorative processes, but to never forget.

II. General Design

Elevated Viewing Platform

This earthen platform rises up from the ground 
near the main entrance to the park.  The platform 
will allow visitors to be able to have a wide, 
awe-inspiring, view of the Puget Sound, and the 
point below.  The view out across the horizon will 
contrast with the manholes and individual wells 
associated with the clean-up process.  If the area 
does need to be closed off to the general public, 
the platform still allows public viewing access into 
the point area.

Pearls

The pearls are an integral part of the design, 
and beautifully illustrate the concept of using a 
necklace as inspiration.  They are small circular 
nooks, with at least two benches and trash 
receptacle.  The interior of the area would be 
paved with a special pavement, distinct from the 
pathway.  Small stairs would be placed as an exit 
onto the beach from the pearl.  The areas would 
essentially act as resting places along the path 
for special views and interpretative elements.  
The main interpretative piece would be medicinal 
plants placed around each pearl.  Each pearl 
would contain distinctive plants that are related 
to Japanese Americans, the Suquamish Tribe, 
and the historical Creosote factory.  The plants 
for the Creosote factory would be representative 
of plants used for phytoremediative purposes.  A 
sample list of these plants is included with the 
presentation boards.  The benches would have 

Figure 3.49 - Sketch for viewing platform at point.

Figure 3.50 & 3.51 - Images, sketches, and renderings 
showing the pearls.
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woodcut type artwork that would represent these 
cultures.  Examples of such artwork are included.  
Interpretive signage would not be used, and 
brochures would be available at the entrance if 
desired.     

Wells & Mounds

The wells would be vaulted with cement 
encasements, much like city vaults.  These large 
cement frames would be placed over the top of 
each existing well, allowing access by a typical 
manhole and ladder.  The manhole covering 
could use locking mechanism for security 
purposes, and include decorative art, similar to 
some Seattle coverings.  Small LED lights would 
be placed on top of these covers for safety and 
artistic purposes.  These lights would emit a small 
amount of light, similar to a few glowing ambers 
of a dying fire.  Fill would be placed around 
the wells that would enact as the cap on top 
of the polluted soil of the point.  Subsequently, 
mounding takes place in the form of gentle 
rolling hills as each well is covered by a vault and 
mounded.  

Figure 3.53 & 3.54 - Images, sketches, and renderings 
showing the pearls.

Figure 3.52 - Sketch showing underground vault containing 
well and LED light.
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of discovery, and the possibility of encouraging 
visitors to return, in case they were not able to 
see all of it.  Large boulders would be placed on 
either end of the jetty to encourage habitat, and 
sediment trap.  The jetty is also located near the 
historical area of the large pier for the Creosote 
factory, and the historical sand spit.  

Picnic Area

This area is designated for picnics, parties, BBQs 
and as a general-use gathering space.  There will 
be five covered gazebos with stationary tables, 
benches and BBQ pits. Dispersed throughout the 
remainder of the designated picnic area will be 

seven un-covered picnic tables.  This area will be 
bordered by walking paths for access and will be 
adjacent to the beach and children’s play area.  
There will also be restroom access in the vicinity 
and a potable water faucet in the center of the 
picnic area and trash receptacles.  

Children’s Play Area

The children’s play area will be designed for 
youth 5-15 and will use materials that are 
sustainable.  Sustainability will be based 
on two different factors:  local supplies and 
renewable resources.  This area will also include 
unconventional playground toys that double 
as public art and will contain some educational 
elements.  The location provides easy access to 
the restrooms, the picnic area, the beach and the 
vehicle drop-off.

Path

The path would connect the memorial and the 
park and specifically the point.  Along the path 
the pearls would be placed.  The path represents 
the necklace in concept.  Embedded in the path 
there are several examples of decorative tile like 
art pieces that could be placed along one side of 
the path.  Such examples include, strawberries, 
water themes, and Suquamish basket weaving 
patterns, seashells, or wood grains.  A larger 
theme could be a representative map that 
could be scaled appropriately that would depict 
the journeys made by various tribes, including 
the Suquamish on their canoe voyages.  The 
path would be paved with asphalt to allow ADA 
access.    

Journal Jetty

This element is titled Journal Jetty, because it 
acts as a historical graphic representation of 
the area, much like an old journal.  The jetty 
would be constructed out of ecologically friendly 
cement like material.  On top of each level a 
series of artistic, cast iron images would be 
placed that represent different time periods.  The 
time periods shown in the graphics are; pre-
human, Suquamish Tribe, Creosote plant, EPA 
clean-up, and the future condition of the park.  
The levels would be placed so that at different 
times of the day, the tide determines how much 
history is revealed.  This creates an excitement 

Figure 3.55 - Different interpretive elements that could be 
incorporated into the path.

Figure 3.56 - Journal Jetty perspective.
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Sustainable Lighting & Safety

In conjunction with the theme of environmental 
reciprocity it is important that any fixtures that use 
electricity be zero impact.  The inclusion of solar 
powered lighting fixtures is not only beneficial 
environmentally, but provides safety to park 
visitors.  Principal paths will be lit at night using 
overhead lights and small LED lights alongside 
the path.  There will be more abundant lights 
in high traffic areas such as the parking lot and 
restrooms.  Two different lighting fixtures are 
proposed, one on the point path and another on 
the remainder of the site.  The point path lights 
will be more iconic and more visible from the ferry 
as well as illuminate more due to the vast scale.  
In addition to providing light, these posts will also 
hold way-finding signs to ensure they are well lit.  
These indicate trail names and distances to main 
points (the Memorial Site, the parking lot, etc.).

Off-Leash Dog Beach 

The popularity of dogs currently at Pritchard 
Park inspired us to make a special, designated 
dog beach that is undesirable for humans but 
would be open all the time for dogs.  This area 
has ADA access from the parking lot, a rinse-off 
area, benches for owners and dog waste clean 
up facilities (which would be along main paths 
through the remainder of the park as well).  

Figure 3.57 - Journal Jetty section showing various 
historically influenced art pieces.

Figure 3.58 - Example of a covered shelter that could be 
used in a larger recreation area.

Figure 3.59 - Children’s park illustration.
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Implementation: The Point

Phase I:  Preparation

 Restore Beach - This effort involves debris  
 clean up and a cap beach with clean,   
 coarse sand.

 Cap Point - A 6-foot cap would be   
 placed on the site following a surface   
 excavation to create a barrier to the   
 contamination and allow for future active  
 use of the point.

 Construct Parking Lot - A parking lot with  
 a vehicle drop-off will be constructed near  
 the point with easy access to the picnic   
 area, restrooms, children’s play area,   
 dog park and kayak launch.     
 This will provide 3 number of ADA   
 designated spots and 23 regular    
 parking spots.  Additional overflow parking  
 will be provided off of Eagle Ridge Avenue  
 in the park and ride lot.

Figure 3.60 - Site plan at night, showing different ways lighting could be incorporated into the park for safety, interpretive 
and artistic purposes.

Figure 3.61 - Examples of different types of lighting, 
including solar powered.
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 Place Rocks for Jetty - To prepare for the  
 Journal Jetty in Phase II, the rocks will be  
 stacked in place.

 Phase II:  Access Around the Point

 Construct Journal Jetty - Following the   
 rock placement, the Journal Jetty will be  
 constructed.

 Construct Terrace - The addition of the   
 terrace will provide access around the   
 point while the access is restricted   
 to personnel on the point.

Figure 3.62, 3.63 & 3.64 - Examples of different images of 
dog park amenities.
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 Construct Manholes - Manholes will   
 be constructed to allow access to the wells  
 for testing following the mounding.

 Begin Mounding Wells - Along with the   
 construction of the manholes, mounding  
 will begin to prepare for Phase III, active  
 use of the site.

 Construct Elevated Viewing Platform -
 In order to allow park visitors to observe   
 the process of the manholes and    
 mounding as well as enjoy scenic views,  
 the raised path will be constructed. 

 Phase III:  Full Access

 Trim Retaining Wall - In the final stage,  to  
 allow full access, the retaining wall will   
 be trimmed below the cap—this is the   
 final impediment to accessing the point.  It  
 will remain in place indefinitely to contain  
 the contamination.

 Construct Paths - The path will be    
 continued through the point and connect  
 with pre-existing paths.

 Complete Mounding and Plant Grass - 
 The final step is to complete the mounding  
 and plant grass for recreational use of the  
 point.

Figure 3.65 - Images showing the potential phasing of the 
site plan.

Year 
1-10

Year 
10-20

Year 
20-30
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Figure 3.66 - Before and after of beach restoration, 
including fence removal, sand fill, and dune grass 
plantings.

Figure 3.67 - A series of woodcut renderings that depict 
historical narratives of the park could be included as part of 
bench backs or other amenities.
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This unique site is an interesting package. It has tremendous   
potential to be a great park due to the following attributes:

 High visibility from Puget Sound and the city of     
 Winslow.

 Easy access from the primary city in the area; Seattle

 Fantastic views of Puget Sound, Seattle, Cascade    
 Mountains and Olympic Mountains from the park itself.

 Culturally rich as being a site where Japanese     
 were sent to the internment camps during the WWII.

	 Historical	significance	as	a	fishing	area	for	the	Native			 	
 American tribes in the area.

Noriko Marshell

Floating Pier

Figure 3.68 - Picture of beach and uplands near the location of the 
proposed	floating	pier.

86



Noriko Marshell: Site Plan
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Figure 3.69 - Pritchard Park has the great potential to be a 
hub for kakyers in the Puget Sound region.

However, it is challenged by the following 
attributes:

 Designated Superfund site because of   
 massive pollution from creosote operation  
 for eight decades

 The shore area is capped by sand to   
 cover the contaniments prohibiting any   
 disturbance on the sea bed making   
	 new	construction	difficult.

	 Historically	significant	Creosote	Creek	is		
 buried deep under ground to enable   
 automobile road, Eagle Harbor Drive.

Liberating Creosote Creek

Day lighting the creek would revive wildlife that 
was once associated with it.  The creek will 
eventually recreate its estuary.  A gathering area 
at the mouth of the creek, would not only be an 
attractive destination, but also provide wonderful 
educational opportunities for visitors of all 
generations.

Floating/cantilevered pier

The site has a precious beach and could provide 
an ideal destination for kayakers and other 
self-propelled boats. However, it does not have 
piers to perch. I designed a pier that has three 
components: a sturdy cantilevered structure that 
is	supported	by	two	sides;	a	floating	section	that	
is supported by a sturdy concrete pontoon that is 
similar	to	the	floating	bridge	on	Lake	Washington;	
the	mid	section	which	is	flexible	to	accommodate	
the tidal sea-level change.

Why this solution is Feasible and Worthwhile

Every buried creek deserves to be day lighted. 
It is not only ethical, but also it is crucial for the 
long term survival of human beings. Bainbridge 
Island is facing an increase in population, so this 
is an important time for stormwater management 
before other developments occur.  Stormwater 
should	filter	through	earth	before	entering	the	
sea. The natural system helps slowdown the 

movement of water as well as cleanses the water 
before entering the sea.

By creating an eco-revelatory recreation site, 
the park will be an ideal place to teach the 
importance of day lighting creeks. The residents 
of the island area are highly conscientious and 
they fully understand the importance of the 
stream restoration.  Sitting on a rock, looking at 
herons	flying	in,	smelling	the	large	pink	flowers	of	
Nootka	rose,	visitors	would	feel	happy	being	well	
connected with earth and nature.

Regarding	the	flowing/cantilevered	pier;	the	
engineering	should	be	further	explored,	but	the	
concept is theoretically sound. The design has 
added	benefits	as	well.	Small	children	can	swim	
in	the	confined	area	defined	by	the	pier	sturcture.
The	structure	would	also	confine	the	disturbances	
to the sand cap by visitors. A glass viewer should 

Figure 3.70 - GIS map showing topography of site.
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be	provided	on	the	floating	section	of	the	pier	
where people can see the recovering eelgrass.
The pier can host an important multi-tribal 
canoeing event as well, which would have 
a positive impact on the Bainbridge Island 
community.

Figure 3.71 - Section of beach environment.

Figure 3.72 - Conceptual map or region.

Figure 3.73 - Floating Pier at high tide.

Figure 3.74 - Floating Pier at low tide.
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The site at Pritchard Park, also known as Bill’s Point in Eagle Harbor, 
has had an influential presence on Bainbridge Island. As a gateway to 
the island from the ferryboat, Pritchard Park adds to the integrity of the 
Island by being habitable for the social and natural communities. Due to 
the site’s unhealthy environmental status, special care must be taken to 
re-invent the site. My proposal uses sustainable building techniques and 
green materials to compensate for the unhealthy past of the creosote’s 
effects. By using environmentally friendly construction, the use of newer 
and fabricated materials can minimized, creating an environmentally 
sensitive site for Bainbridge Island.
 

Kimberly Bahnsen

re:Structuring Pritchard Park

Figure 3.75 - Illustration showing boardwalk and Native American artwork.
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Kim Bahnsen: Site Plan
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Although much of the site in undeveloped, I 
chose to focus mainly on the effects of the 
creosote history and the lives of those involved 
with the Pacific Creosoting Company and the 
Wyckoff Company. Having spent considerable 
amounts of time analyzing the strengths and 
weaknesses of the Point. I am convinced that 
the contamination should be contained from 
spreading into the environment. Also, because 
the site will continue to be monitored until further 
notice, any design solution has to taken into 
account the ongoing activity. 

 
As a possible design solution, I have chosen to 
expose, rather than hide, the fact that treatment 
for the contamination exists and will be ongoing. 
Due to the several histories at the point, it 
was essential to find an alternative that could 
incorporate some, if not all, of those histories. 
Using the traditional Suquamish weave patterns, 
shields of wood would be placed at sets of 
well-heads. Not only would it give presence 
of the locations of treatment, it acknowledges 
the Suquamish people upon entrance from the 

Figure 3.76 - Historical photo showing the old creosote factory housing.

Figure 3.77 - Site plan showing footprints and locations of factory housing.

Figure 3.78 - Illustration showing restored road and artistic frames of the old houses.
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also about building a sustainable structure for the 
climate conditions in that area. For the company 
houses, I referred to Robert Venturi’s design 
of Benjamin Franklin’s house in Philadelphia. 
His ability to ghost the outline of the house 
is extremely influential and experiential to 
understanding the space without a complete 
reproduction. It is these ideas that I attempt to 
emulate, and apply at Pritchard Park. 
 
In terms of the sustainable and “green” elements 
in my design, I have researched environmentally 
friendly materials that can be used at Pritchard 
Park. How foundations are handled on the Point 
will be a key element when looking at the design. 
The Diamond Pier low-impact foundation would 
be an effective solution. Its precast concrete 
pier and steel pin system has a very low chance 
of penetrating the soil cap, which is essential 
for keeping the contamination inside the cap. 
Another set of materials includes materials made 
from recycled elements. The Greenscreen trellis 
system, Biocomposite Paneling, and Recycled 
Paper Bricks are some of the potential elements 
that could be used in the Pritchard Park Design. 
 

ferryboat. Once the Point is publicly accessible, 
boardwalks around and through the shields 
could allow the public to experience and take 
advantage of the beautiful views of the mountain 
from the site. 
 
As reinforcement to the histories on the Point, I 
am interested in those that unknowingly caused 
the pollution, but whose lives significantly 
contributed to the history of this area. The Pacific 
Creosoting Company provided housing in the 
Uplands area of Pritchard Park. That housing, 
even in its relocation on the hillside, was the 
stronghold, and the hearth, of the workers. 
Sadly, the houses were sold off and eventually 
demolished, yet their memory still remains alive.  
As homage to their lives, I propose that each 
footprint of the 17 company houses be used 
as a different function, to give presence to the 
space and what it would have been like to walk 
down the road of these homes. By analyzing the 
architectural elements of the houses, the skeletal 
outlines of the houses could be reinterpreted 
without making an exact replica of the same.
 
For my design ideas, I looked to other architects 
for inspiration that would be applicable to this 
site. Renzo Piano’s Cultural Center for the 
Kanak People was very helpful in demonstrating 
a patterns, and creating an iconic presence 
without being overbearing. His design was about 
representation, and not commercialization, but 

Figure 3.79 - Suquamish artwork inspired from traditional 
basket weaving patterns.

Figure 3.80 - Examples of sustainable materials to use 
throughout the construction of Pritchard Park.
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Because careful consideration and time must 
be spent on how to approach development of 
Pritchard Park, it is understandable that phasing 
will be needed. First and foremost, treatment of 
the contamination will need to be resolved before 
developing a phasing plan. Once that is covered, 
then the rest of the elements would fall into place. 
Pritchard Park has great potential to rebuild itself 
using any of the designs I have proposed, as well 
as others that have emerged from the class.  The 
key is to allot the site the time it needs to recover 
from contamination for it to become a significant 
landmark of Bainbridge Island.
 

Figure 3.81 - Illustration showing boardwalk and basket art pieces.

Figure 3.82 - Illustration showing point with the basket artwork as seen from the ferry in Eagle Harbor.
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My project explains why Pritchard Park Design should incorporate 
green buildings and which environmental and financial benefits 
could be expected in doing so.  It also portrays how these ideas 
could be applied to the earth, fire, water and air and shows images 
of ideal situations based on the site plan for the west cultural area of 
Pritchard Park, which I am proposing in my design.

Adriana Johnson

Sustainable Cycles

Figure 3.83 - Site Plan.
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of overcast sky; hazy maritime clouds cover the 
sky throughout the autumn, as well as in winter 
and spring months in contrast with the clear 
summer sky. The lighting design should take into 
account natural light to reduce energy through 
decreasing use of artificial lighting, enhancing 
ventilation by natural methods, and engaging 
occupants with the natural rhythms of the day 
and the season. Compact fluorescent light are 
highly recommended because they can last 
8 times longer than incandescent light.  The 
Insulation is also key factor for saving energy. 
Cavity walls with heat-absorbent insulation 
material have proven to be extremely affective in 
green buildings.   
 

Building Materials

The selection of natural building materials is 
very important at the time of requesting LEED 
certification. 

These buildings must include non-toxic materials, 
which are produced from renewable or reusable 
resources. Local materials should be favored 
because less energy is used to transport the 
items to the construction site. For timber, the 
use of wood frame walls and sub-floors as well 
as wooden floors are encouraged. The Paint 
should be toxic-free made from plant materials 
rather than oil based.  The windows should be 
designed in glass with operable shelves and 
solar screens with low emission coating (low E) 
that reduce leakage. The windows should be 
preferably oriented to the south and southeast. 
Fewer windows should be installed in the north 
and northwest faces. Because of the abundance 
of stone in the area, it should be included in 
many ways. Stone itself is an energy efficient 

Why Add Green Buildings? 
Recommendations for Pritchard Park

Green design seek to minimize the impact that 
construction has upon the environment while 
simultaneously producing healthier living and 
working spaces. The site should contemplate the 
natural conditions by taking full advantage of the 
site features. The design should integrate the 
surrounding trees to reduces the need for artificial 
heat.  The design of Pritchard Park should 
consider rock, bed and soil conditions to avoid 
deep excavations.  The east shoreline should be 
reinforced to prevent landslides. 
 

Regarding energy efficiency, these buildings 
should offer energy conservation by minimizing 
the external environmental impact of their 
occupants, while simultaneously minimize the 
need of artificial heating and cooling system. 
The HVAC system should keep the air free of 
outdoor pollution and maintain maximum level of 
fresh air and minimum levels of mildew and mold 
with intelligent system control that regulates the 
heating and cooling system. 

The lighting should consider the NW natural light 
system, which is very unique. It has intense light 

Figure 3.84 - An example of a green building.
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material because it is not  highly energy intensive 
to extract and use. 

 
Water conservation

Green buildings minimize the use of potable 
water through the installation of water efficient 
plumbing fixtures and appliances such as low 
flush toilets, well insulated hot water piping, low 
flow shower heads and faucets and dishwashers 
that have water miser features.  For this project, 
recycling grey water into the landscaping should 
be encouraged. Ornamental water catchment 
devices should be used in the landscape design.  

The landscaping should include native plants and 
perennial groundcovers. The recycling strategy 
for this project should take into consideration 
not only the uses of recycled materials but also 
reducing waste from construction process. 

The application of the listed recommendations 
will benefit the project as follows:  

Direct Economic Benefits: The proposed 
buildings will pay for themselves in the first eight 
to ten years of operations.  Initial costs would be 
higher but can be recouped through operating 
savings and reduced purchase of energy from 
utilities. Roughly 25%-40% reduction translates 
into $0.50-$1.25 per square foot a year.  

Indirect social and psychological benefits:  “Feel 
good” and good health factors are associated 
with sustainable buildings because they improve 
health and comfort of the users. 

Environmental benefits: These buildings limit 

the production of carbon dioxide and protect the 
ozone layer by minimizing the release of CFC’s 
by the HVAC systems. If constructed, they will not  
disturb the biodiversity of the surroundings.

Effect on net operating income: The adherence 
to green design reduces the operating cost of 
the structure, thus increasing the net operating 
income by reducing energy costs, maintenance, 
repairs and reserves for replacement, water, legal 
and insurance costs and janitorial expenses. 

The Design of the Uplands

The design of the Upland area considers a 
dense tree canopy on the west, which gives a 
constrained feeling due to the lack of light and 
open space. The eastern Uplands are the more 
open sections where vegetation and tree canopy 
are less developed.  This area is recommended 
for the buildings because the feeling of openness 
and light can be incorporated in the design.

The form of the buildings will offer protection 
against the elements – wind, rain, heat and cold- 
contemplating beauty, usability and function. 

“Beautiful designs contribute to the built 
environment in a sustainable way. The challenge 
will be to integrate function and aesthetic value 
into an enduring architecture that cooperates 
with nature and works in concert with ecological 
principles”. (Miller, 2005).   

Looking at nature’s elements help understand 
how buildings can function as organic systems, 
working in harmony with the biological cycles and 
processes of nature. The proposed buildings on 
the plan are interrelated. They are responsive to 
the environmental conditions because they will 
affect the environment, just as the environment 
affects the buildings. It is important to understand 
how nature’s elements work.  The understanding 
of the natural principles of heating, cooling, 
lighting and envelope performance could produce 
an integrated design. 
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“Tribal cultures responded to conditions of 
climate and topography in direct and elegant 
ways. Generally sited along the shores of 
saltwater sounds just above intertidal beaches. 
Native structures were pure, boxlike forms 
of cedar timber that functioned in the secular 
realm as shelter and in the spiritual realm as 
ceremonial centers. The powerful structures were 
manifestations of the cosmos.” (Miller, 2005)

Earth Strategies

Approached from the arterial the buildings are 
visible. They are connected through an axis of 
covered walkway that goes from the museum/
restaurant - located south at the cultural west 
area- and the building canoe school/multiple use 
room -located north. The parking area is located 
close to road but secluded by plantings. (see Site 
Plan). The parking lot is based on an arborist’s 
plan and comprises a series of clustered spaces. 
Douglas fir, western red cedar, hemlock and vine 
maple could be considered for the plantings in 
the upland area surrounding the buildings. 
 
Fire Strategies

The sun filters through a cover of clouds and the 
sky dome of the building. The bright overcast 
sky is ideal for daylighting buildings that reduce 
energy demands of electrical lighting.  During 
winter months, the low altitude of the sun ensures 
a dramatic solar gain to the interior spaces. The 
moderate temperature minimizes heat loss to 
the exterior and reduces demands on thermal 
mass for solar collection. The moderate climate 
also lessens the potential for overheating. Cloudy 
conditions favor the natural daylighting of interior 
spaces without glare, consequently reducing 
electrical lighting loads. 

Passive heating and natural and mechanically 
assisted distribution of captured heat should be 
taken into consideration. Daylight could enter 
the buildings from the north and south, which are 
optimum orientations. Skylights could be used in 
the middle of interior spaces. 

Water Strategies

Water is plentiful in Bainbridge Island during 
the fall, winter and spring but scarce throughout 
the summer. The weather on the Island is well 
known for cool, drizzly, with overcast days when 
the surrounding mountains reveal themselves 
at infrequent and unpredictable intervals. The 
design on the site should promote stormwater 
management by retaining water on site for 
extended periods of time. The use of biofiltration 
and bioswales is encouraged in addition to the 
use of filtered run off systems in planted zones.  
The rain water from the roof should also be 
tapped for use on the site.

Air Strategies

The form of the buildings takes advantage of 
the local climate and was designed for natural 
ventilation. Cross ventilation through operable 
windows eliminates the need for air conditioning. 
The windows offer occupants control of the 
immediate environment and permit fresh air 
to flow through the buildings. Solar control 
overhangs reduce demand for cooling as well. 

Figure 3.85 - A kayak school would create potential tourism 
for the region.
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Access & Parking Recommendations

The main access was moved to the west due 
to traffic conflict comments from the PPSC’s 
recommendations.  A big art piece was included 
as a focal point of the entrance.

Connection to the trail system
The Building Canoe School and Museum 

The restaurant is connected to the trail system. 
The canoe school (west side) is connected 
with the launching kayak area. The museum 
and restaurant amenities were connected to 
the esplanade and the promenade at the Point. 
The improvement of the broken trail network 
will provide easier access to different areas of 
park.  This network will bring better access to 
more amenities for recreation such as viewing 
platforms that enhance the park’s natural 
topography and environment.  Wooden walkways 
will improve connections between trails as well.
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Upon the completion of the UW conceptual 
design presentations for Pritchard Park, 
PPSC began synthesizing the student’s ideas 
with their own ideas including input from the 
community into a schematic park plan to 
present to the public. Three public meetings 
were held to engage the local community 
in design decisions for the park. The first 
meeting was on June 25, 2007 followed by a 
testimony on July 30, 2007.

People attending the second meeting were 
randomly divided into seven groups, each 

Chapter 4
Phase III: Public Outreach Process

Figure 4.1 - Jim Ellingboe and Miki Fujikawa present their 
visions on Bainbridge Island.
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group facilitated by a committee member. The 
groups were each given a site map of the park on 
which they could record their own design ideas 
with the committee member’s aide in answering 
any questions about the physical aspects of 
the property that came up. The committee 
members did not participate in the actual design 
exercise in order to not influence the community 
members’ decisions. At the end of the exercise 
a spokesperson was selected by each group to 
present an itemized list of ideas/concerns to the 
meeting as a whole.

The final public meeting was held as an open 
forum in which community members were given 

five minutes to present their desires for the park. 
The majority of the comments were reiterations 
of the ideas/concerns that were discussed in the 
prior meeting.

The end result of this process was a decision 
by the steering committee to combine two of the 
UW team conceptual designs. The first concept 
by Luoma and Bell focused primarily on the 
perimeter shoreline of the park. The second 
concept by Arai and Ellingboe focused on the 
forested areas up slope from the shoreline. 
These two concepts were synthesized to produce 
a schematic plan. The schematic plan was then 
further enriched by incorporating additional 
elements from other UW team members, the 

steering committee, and community members. 
Two scenarios (A&B) were proposed for the 
Superfund site on the point.

Luoma and Bell’s “Pearls of Peace” design 
concept was incorporated into the shoreline 
circulation and (by request of the steering 
committee) expanded to include a fourth theme 
reflecting the history of the company town of 
Creosote. A total of eight “pearls” (four pairs) 
were included in the proposal with the “Creosote 
Pearls” extending the pearl concept up slope into 
the park property south of Eagle Harbor Drive. 
Primary circulation throughout the park followed 
the design of Arai and Ellingboe’s trail system 

including the restoration of the ravine and day 
lighting of Creosote Creek. Additional amenities 
proposed by Arai and Ellingboe included 
viewing platforms, council circles (gathering 
places) and picnic shelters. At the request of 
the steering committee a proposal for removing 
the existing bulkhead on the east beach and 
developing a natural beach cove inlet was also 
included. Connections to the Japanese-American 
Memorial from the park were de-emphasized to 
a secondary/tertiary status to alleviate concerns 
by the memorial site stakeholders that the 
memorial might be perceived a one of the primary 
gateways to Pritchard Park. 

Figure 4.2 - Aaron Luoma presents on Bainbridge Island. Figure 4.3 - JD Tovey and Shruthi Kantharaj present their 
vision to PPSC and citizens of Bainbridge Island.
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Scenarios A&B were primarily focused on 
the design of the point, but also depicted 
programmatic elements in the flatlands and 
upland areas. The design for the point in 
Scenario A utilized the earthworks originally 
proposed by Arai and Ellingboe sans the viewing 
trestle. In lieu of the trestle, the largest earthwork 
was re-configured to provide a NE facing alcove 
in which an “Iconic Element” can be installed. 
It was the desire of the steering committee and 
many community members that the design of 
the point facilitate an iconic installation of some 
sort to be determined at a future date. This 
alternative incorporated the EPA’s “Shoreline 
Protection Scenario A” for the bulkhead around 
the point over which a textured shot-crete 
overlay (Arai/Ellingboe) would be installed to give 
the shoreline a more naturalistic appearance 
including the creation of tide pool areas. 
Vehicular circulation as suggested by the steering 
committee was configured to provide a shared 
drive and turnaround between EPA and the 
public. Alternative A also included a campground 
for the Cascadia Marine Trail and nearby kayak 
storage (Arai/Ellingboe) facility both located in the 
flatlands area adjacent to the West Beach.

The design for the point in Scenario B utilized 
Bahnsen’s design for a terrain punctuated by 
small mounds on which abstract “shields” derived 
from Suquamish tribal basket patterns are 
installed to act as screening devices for many 
well-heads present for the remediation process. 
This scenario incorporates an earthen wall on the 
bulkhead around the point. Vehicular circulation 
as suggested by the steering committee includes 
a shared drive by EPA and the public along the 
EPA treatment facility and a public turnaround 
located in the flatlands area. A larger “gathering 
area” (Arai/Ellingboe) was also located on the site 
of a historic sand mine which provided materials 
for a brick factory that was once operating on 
the site. The topography created by the mine 
lends itself to a natural amphitheater form. This 
site would be large enough to accommodate 
gathering of up to 100 people.

Figure 4.4, 4.5, & 4.6 - UW students taking tours, 
presenting, and working at school.
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Implementation Suggestions

Figure 4.7 - Implementation suggestions.
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Figure 4.8 - Preliminary budget for Pritchard Park. 
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Appendix 
 
Exhibit A: Pritchard Park Preliminary Context Studies
 
Exhibit E of the Agreed Order No. 06TCPHQ-3867 of the State of Washington 
Department of Ecology 
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