SIS 202 COURSE REQUIREMENTS & ASSIGNMENTS:  
All assignments are designed to give students many occasions to integrate critical analytic skills through reading, writing, and discussion and to give students many opportunities to demonstrate engagement with the course materials. 
There will be 3 book précis and short topical response papers, a 5-6 page analytic essay using course readings, discussions and writing workshops in sections, current events quizzes, and a short answer final exam on lecture and reading materials.  These varied assignments are designed to give you many opportunities to demonstrate your mastery of key concepts and the quality of your thinking on the important issues we examine in this course.  You will have the opportunity to revise all of your papers and essays before they are graded.

Evaluation Criteria:

Grades will be based on six weekly response papers, participation in section, four quizzes, a final exam, and a research paper. Your final grade will reflect your full participation in this course weighted as follows:

	Participation in section and lecture hour:
	20 percent of total

	Quizzes: 
	10 percent

	Final exam: 
	20 percent

	3 Topical response essay Packets: 

Inclusive Book survey, Book précis, & Topical response
	30 percent 

	Integrative essay packet:
Inclusive Draft & Final essay
	20 percent


Readings:

You should read assignments before coming to class on the day for which they are assigned. Section discussions may focus on any of the readings assigned before the section meeting.  All of the writing assignments in the course are based on the assigned readings. 

Articles and book chapters which are assigned readings in the course are available via Odegaard's electronic reserve offerings. These readings can be accessed at http://catalog.lib.washington.edu/search~/; on the right hand side under “Course Reserves,” click to search “By Professor.” At the search screen, type in “Robinson,” then click on "SIS202." Along the way you will be prompted to enter your UW NetID and Password.  For copyright protection reasons, articles and book chapters are only available though Odegaard's electronic reserve offerings.  You also should read the New York Times regularly, focusing on the lead national and international stories. You will have an opportunity to subscribe at a student rate during the first week of class.  

We will read four books in the class; the books are required texts, and they are available at the University Bookstore:

Hugh Gusterson (1996)  Nuclear Rites: A Weapons Laboratory at the End of the Cold War. 

Cynthia Keppley Mahmood (1996)  Fighting for Faith and Nation: Dialogues with Sikh Militants. 

Julie Marie Peteet (2005)  Landscape of Hope and Despair : Palestinian Refugee Camps. 

Carolyn Nordstrom (2004)  Shadows of War: Violence, Power, and International Profiteering in 

                                            the Twenty-First Century. 

As you will realize, not all of the authors we read agree with each other, and I do not agree with all of the authors.  You will have many opportunities in discussion and in writing to analyze, compare, and evaluate the issues and arguments presented by these authors and in my lectures.  
Participation:

We teach the sections for this course as seminars.  Seminars are discussion circles in which learning and refinement of understanding develops though collective discussion and debate with other students.  You are expected to attend all sections and partici​pate in the discussions.  Discussions will be based on the course readings, films, and lectures, with a focus on the readings.  In order to participate in the discussions, you should have completed the readings assigned prior to the section meeting.  Your TA will discuss evaluation criteria for your participation grade with you during the first section meeting by showing you a copy of the evaluation sheet you will receive at the end of the quarter.  This is also posted on the course website.  
Extra credit: It is likely you will have the opportunity to attend public lectures. Extra credit will count towards your participation grade. You must have a base average participation grade of 2.0 in order to get extra credit points for attending outside lectures.

Quizzes:

There will be 3 brief current events quizzes. Questions will be based on major events covered in the national and international sections of the New York Times. Quizzes will be held on the Mondays of Weeks 3, 6, and 9. To be successful on the quiz, you need to be familiar with the major current events stories of the weeks leading up to the Sunday before the quiz. 

Final Exam:

The final examination will consist of map questions, key word and concept identifications, and 2 essay questions (one based on an article from the New York Times).  At the end of each of the major sections of the course, I will post a review sheet on the course website site which makes note of the major concepts and terms we discussed in that section of the course. On June 2nd, you will receive a final review sheet to help you prepare for the exam. The final examination is Wed., June 11th, 2:30-4:20P in 210 Smith Hall.  The final exam will be closed book. 

Essays and Writing Assignments:

Writing is a process and a tool which will help you clarify your thinking and sharpen your analytic skills.  It is not a mere product of already formulated ideas; for this reason, you will write several short assignments and essays which will help you clarify your understanding of the readings and sharpen your own arguments about the issues they raise.  You will submit all of your writing work in packets, and the packet as a whole will be evaluated and graded.  You will always have an opportunity re-write your drafts before they are graded.

(1) Topical Response Packets:

For 3 of the books we will read in this course, you will prepare a book survey, a book précis, and a brief expository essay which responds to one of the questions which I will pose to the class (you will always have a choice of questions to answer).  You will turn in 3 packets of survey, précis, and topical response paper with an evaluation cover sheet.  The evaluation sheet is designed to give you detailed feedback on your writing which you can use to identify areas for improvement; it is available on the course website.    

· Book Surveys: I will teach you how to do a book survey in class on April 9th.
· DUE: April 10, April 24, May 8
· Book Précis: A book précis is a brief critical summary of a scholarly work.  A critical summary undertakes to (1) summarize the author’s argument, (2) explain how the author gathered evidence and interprets that evidence, and (3) examine why the study is an important contribution to the understanding of an important issue.  Each précis should be approximately 2-3 pages (500-750 words only).  I will teach you how to write a book précis in class on April 9th.
· DUE: April 15, April 29, May 13

· Topical Response Papers: After engaging in discussion about the book in your section seminar, you will prepare a short expository essay of 2 double-spaced pages (500-600 words only).  These response papers will require you to respond to a question using the ethnography and additional course readings that address the question.  The questions will be posted on the course website at 5PM on Thursday after you complete your discussion of the book.

· DUE: April 22, May 6, May 20

· Packet Submission:   You are encouraged to revise your response paper based on the peer review of your first draft.  Your grade will be based on your final draft and on the process of your thinking as represented by the packet as a whole. You will turn in your packet of survey, précis, and response essay (first and final drafts) stapled to an evaluation cover sheet on the day the packet is due.  

· DUE: April 24, May 8, May 22

(2) Final Integrative Essay:
There is no research paper assigned in this course.  You will have done all of the necessary preparatory work for writing the final paper by doing the course readings, participating in seminar discussions, and writing the topical response papers.  

The final essay for the class will require you to answer a question by integrating readings from the entire quarter. (You will choose from a list of options which will be available on the course website on May 27th.) Papers should run no more than 6 pages (maximum 1500 words on letter-size paper, with 12 point, double-spaced text, and margins at least one-inch but no more than 1-1/2 inch).  A full explanation of the assignment is also available on the course website and will be discussed in section meeting at the end of the course.  You will turn in a packet of draft paper, peer review, and final essay with an evaluation cover sheet (available on the course website) on the day the packet is due.
· DUE: Draft of Essay, June 3

· DUE: Final Essay Packet, June 5 

NB: Important Points

· Note about topics: You will be given a choice of questions as topics for your response papers and the integrative essay topic.  You will get the list of questions for each topical response paper at the end of section on Thursday after completing the discussion of each book that we read in the course as indicated in the ‘SCHEDULE’ section of this syllabus.

· Note about submissions: All written work must be submitted as a process package with book survey, book précis, peer review, and topical response paper stapled to the evaluation cover sheet which is available on the course website.  Students are completely responsible for keeping track of all parts of the assignment for each book and submitting it as a package.  Packages are not acceptable without a cover sheet.  Packages must be stapled together. Any package submitted with a missing piece of the assignment will be evaluated as if that part of the assignment was not done.  Any missing piece will therefore drop the total grade by 1.0 pts on a 4.0 scale.  If you lose any piece of the packet, do submit the rest of your work for credit and for feedback.  (If you later find your missing piece, we will adjust the grade).  

· Note about deadlines: All written work is due at the start of the Tuesday Section meeting; no late submissions will be accepted. Students who have not completed written assignments on time can not participate in section workshops based on written work.  You should expect that any late portion of an assignment will impact both your participation and writing grades.  

· Note about not submitting one of the assignments: You must complete all assignments for this course in order to pass the course.  A grade of “0” for any required course work (a précis and response paper packet, the essay paper packet, participation, average of quizzes, etc.) will result in a failing grade in the course.   If you do not do one of the parts of an assignment on time, you should pass in the rest of the packet on time (for a reduced grade) so that you do not fail the course.

