
EDSPE 505: Curriculum for Students with Moderate to

 Severe Disabilities

University of Washington, College of Education, Special Education

Thursday, 4:30 – 6:50, Winter Quarter 2008, Miller 411
Instructor:  
Carol Ann Davis, Ed.D.

Phone: 
(206) 221-5043

e-mail:  
cadavis1@u.washington.edu
Office hours:  
Thursday and by appointment

Website:  http://faculty.washington.edu/cadavis1/

Outcomes

By the completion of this class, each participant will:

· Describe the historical perspective of curriculum of students with moderate to severe disabilities.

· Define the term “Accessing the General Education Curriculum.”

· Identify the requirements of an IEP and write goals and objectives with corresponding criteria and linkages to EALRs.

· Define the term Person-Centered Planning and its role in curriculum development.

· Participate or facilitate in the person-centered planning process for a student with moderate to severe disabilities.

· Using a general education lesson or unit, develop appropriate accommodations and adaptations for a student with significant disabilities. 
· Design a lesson using the principles of instructional design for a learner with significant disabilities.
Required Readings


Ryndak, D. L. & Alper, S. (2003). Curriculum and instruction for students with significant disabilities in inclusive settings. Boston, MA :Allyn and Bacon.

Mount, B. & Zwerick, K. (1988). It’s never too early, it’s never too late: An overview of personal futures planning. St. Paul, MN: Governor’s Planning Council on Developmental Disabilities.

Additional readings are required and can be found in the bibliography in this syllabus
	Date
	Topics
	Readings Due
	Assignments

	Jan 10
	Course Overview

Objectives
Standards-based Curriculum

IDEA Reauthorization
	R & A: Chapters 1, 2, 3
Brown, et. al., (1979a)

Brown, et. al. (1979b)
Ford, Davern, & Schnorr, (2001)
	

	Jan 17 
	Historical Perspective of Curriculum Development
Environmental inventories; Person-Centered Planning


	R & A: Chapters 5 & 6 
Pearpoint, Forest, O’Brien (1996)
Vandercook, et. al., (1989)


	DUE: Quiz

	Jan 24
	Person-Centered Planning


	R & A: Chapters 7 & 8 

	

	Jan 31
	Self-determination

Adult planning 
Transition
(Guest Speaker: Pat Brown)
	R & A: Chapters 13 – 16
Wehmeyer, et. al., (2000)
	

	Feb 7
	Curriculum Identification Process
Accessing the General Education Curriculum

	R & A: Chapters 9 & 10


	Due: Quiz

	Feb 14
	Curriculum Identification Process
General Education, Social Relationships, Motor


	R & A: Chapters 11 & 12
Carter & Kennedy (2007)
Hunt, et. al., (1996)

Janney & Snell (1996)
	

	Feb 21
	Curriculum Adaptations and Accommodations: Implementing Instruction, Teaming


	R & A: Chapters 18 & 20


	DUE: Person-Centered Plan



	Feb 28
	Planning, Implementing, and Evaluating Instruction

	R & A: Chpts 21 & 22


	Due: Accommodation and Modification Project

	March 6
	Alternative Assessment


	R & A: Chapter 4

Siegel-Causey & Allinder (1998)


	Due: Curriculum Lesson Project 


	March 13
	Curriculum and PBS
	R & A: Chapter 17 


	


Readings
Brown, L., Branston,-McLean, M., Baumgart, D., Vincent, L., Falvey, M., & Schroeder, J. (1979a). Using the characteristics of current and future least restrictive environments in the development of curricular content for severely handicapped students. AAESPH Review, 4(4), 407-424.

Brown, L., Branston, M., Hamre-Nietupski, S., Pumpian, I., Certo, N., & Gruenewald, L. (1979b). A strategy for developing chronological age-appropriate and functional curricular content for severely handicapped adolescents and young adults. Journal of Special Education, 13, 81-90.

Carter, E. & Kennedy, C. (in press, 2007). Promoting access to the general curriculum using peers support strategies. Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities.

Ford, A., Davern, L., & Schnorr, R. (2001). Learners with significant disabilities. Curricular relevance in an era of standards based reform. Remedial and Special Education, 22(4), 214-222.

Hunt, P., Alwell, M., Farron-Davis, F., & Goetz, L. (1996). Creating socially supportive environments for fully included students who experience multiple disabilities. Journal of the Association for Persons with Severe Handicaps, 21, 53-71.

Janney, R. & Snell (1996). How teachers use peer interactions to include students with moderate and severe disabilities in elementary general education classes. Journal of the Association for Persons with Severe Handicaps, 21, 72-80.

Pearpoint, J., Forest, M., & O’Brien, J. (1996). MAPS, Circles of Friends, and PATH. In S. Stainback, & W. Stainback (Eds.), Inclusion A guide for educators (pp. 67-86). Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes.

Siegel-Causey, E., & Allinder, R. (1998). Using alternative assessment for students with severe disabilities: Alignment with best practices. Education and Training in Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities, 33(2), 168-178.

Vandercook, T., York, J., & Forest, M. (1989).  The McGill action planning system (MAPS): A strategy for building the vision. Journal of the Association for Persons with Severe Disabilities, 14(3), 205-215.
Assignments

Discussion Group (20 points)
Each student will participate in a structured reading discussion group throughout the quarter. Groups will be provided class time for meeting, but additional meeting time outside of class may be necessary to accomplish group goals. 

Students will form discussion groups of four that meet each class period to talk about the assigned reading; the groups will remain the same for the entire quarter.  Each class period, members will come prepared with their assigned roles to question, clarify, point out the most important ideas, and discuss the reading with their peers.  Group members will rotate the specific assigned tasks each time. At the end of each class period, the completed chapter guides will be collected.  The reading guide sheets are designed to be completed before class to assist in comprehension of the reading; completing them in class will result in a 0 for that class session.  

Grading will be based on the quality of the completed role sheets, preparation for the group, and peer evaluation. Additional role sheets are available on the class website. 
Person Centered Plan (40 points)
Each member of the class is required to use a person centered planning process (e.g., COACH, MAPS, PATH, Circle of Friends) to assist in assessing and identifying goals and objectives for an individual with moderate to severe disabilities. You will need to identify an individual (family) to complete or assist with this process. If you are unable to identify an individual by the first week of class please see the instructor. You may work in pairs

Quiz (20 points)
A couple of quizzes will be given throughout the quarter. These quizzes will be short and based on all course content presented to the date of the quiz. Quizzes will be application of learned concepts.
Accommodations and Adaptations Project (30 points)
The purpose of this project is to identify a general education curriculum lesson in which you can use the principles of universal design to provide accommodations and adaptations to a particular lesson. More detail will be provided to you on the fourth night of class.
Curriculum Project (30 points)
The purpose of the curriculum project is to use the identified goals and objectives for the person who was the focus in the person center plan and design a lesson in an academic content area that provides accesses the general education curriculum. A detailed description of this assignment will be provided in the fourth class session.
Grading Policy

Grading for this course is based on absolute, rather than comparative criteria.  The point value for the different assignments is listed above.  There are a total of 120 points available.

Grades will be awarded on the total number of points earned:

Class Participation
20 points

Person-centered Plan
40 points

Accommodations and Modifications Project
30 points

Curriculum Project
30 points
Quizzes
20 points
Total Points



Grade

140 
4.0

136
3.7

132
3.4

129
3.2

126
3.0

112
2.0
below 98



0.0

If you would like to request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact Disabled Student Services, 448 Schmitz, 543-8924 (V/TDD). If you have a letter from Disabled Student Services indicating you have a disability that requires academic accommodations, please present the letter to me so we can discuss the accommodations you might need for class.

If you have any concerns about the course or one of the instructors, please see one of the instructors about these concerns as soon as possible.  If you are not comfortable talking with the instructor or not satisfied with the response that you receive you may contact Dr. Ilene Schwartz, Chairperson of Special Education (543-1827; ilene@u.washington.edu).  For your reference these procedures are posted on the bulletin board outside the Office of Admissions and Academic Services, 206 Miller.
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