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Creating a Site and Making a Connection

Creating a Site

Creating a new site with UltraDev (UD) is not difficult but you do have to be careful. This document is intended to provide step-by-step instructions that are specific to the server you will be using for this course. We will begin by setting up a folder and database on the local (client) machine. We will then transfer this folder (and its database) to the server using an FTP client. Next we will create and test the site and finally we will make and test a connection to the database.

Setting Up the Local Folder

Start out by creating a folder on the local machine. I name the folder the same as my site name for easy identification. For this example, we will be creating a site named “myDemoSite” so I have created a folder by the same name.
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Inside this folder I have stored the database that will be used on the server. For this example the database is named “holyCow.mdb”.
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Copying the Folder to the Server

The next step involves moving a copy of the folder (myDemoSite) to the server using an FTP client. For this example I am using CuteFTP as my client. The exact steps you will need to carry out may be slightly different if you use another FTP client but these instructions should provide you with the basic idea.

For this example, I will be using the user name burrrowsst. Your user name is eBiz509txxx where “xxx” is your specific team identifier. We begin by making a connection to the site on the server. The three critical settings are the FTP Host Address, FTP site User Name, and FTP site Password.
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For CuteFTP, I also need to set the remote directory name. I do this by clicking on the Edit… button. Setting the local directory is optional.
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As you can see, my remote directory name is eBiz509t00. Yours will be the same as your user name.

After setting up the connection, the FTP client is connected to the server by clicking on the Connect button.
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I want to move the folder named “myDemoSite” from the local machine (the left pane) to the remote machine (server – right pane). In CuteFTP simply dragging the folder from the left to the right pane does this. The result is shown below.
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Now that the folder exists on both the local client machine as well as the remote server machine, we are ready to start UD and set up the site.

Creating the Site

Start UD running and then, using the Site window, select Define Sites… from the Site menu. In the Define Sites dialog that appears, click on the New… button.
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You will now see the Site Definition dialog box. This is a very important box and you must be very careful to complete the information correctly.
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Be sure you are working with the “Local Info” category and enter your site name (generally the same name as the folder storing the site information) and the local root folder. This is the folder that was created in the first part of this document. You may click on the folder icon and then browse to locate the local root folder.

After completing in the Local Info category information, click on Remote Info in the Category box. Note that there is not much here.
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Pull down the Access list and select FTP.
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There are four text boxes that you must complete.

FTP Host: infosys.badm.washington.edu

Host Directory: myDemoSite
where “myDemoSite” is the name of the folder you uploaded earlier.

Login: eBiz509txxx

where xxx is your team number

Password: your team password


do not check the Save box if you are using a lab computer

After completing the information above, click on the Application Server category. You need to select a Server Model. For this course I would suggest that you select “ASP 2.0”.
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After doing this, UD will automatically complete the information in the remaining boxes. Everything should be correct except the information in the URL Prefix box.
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UD created a URL Prefix similar to the following:


http://infosys.badm.washington.edu/myDemoSite
You need to manually edit this URL so that it refers to your specific site on the server. To do this, insert your username BEFORE the folder name near the end of the URL. For this example, we would have:


http://infosys.badm.washington.edu/eBiz509t00/myDemoSite

Note the forward slashes (/) that surround the username.

Finally select the Site Map Layout category and enter “default.html” in the Home Page field. 
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Finally click on the OK button. An information dialog will be presented indicating that the home page file does not exist. Click on OK here.
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The Define Sites dialog will now be displayed and you should see your new site in the list on the left.
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Click on Done.

UltraDev should then open up the site. Click on the “Connects to remote host” tool.
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If everything is set up correctly, you should see the remote host in the left pane and the local host in the right pane.
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If an error message is displayed instead, you have made an error in your site specifications. To open the site for editing, select Define Sites… from the Site menu. In the Define Sites dialog that appears, click on the Edit… button. Look carefully for simple typographical errors, for incorrect host or remote directory information, or incorrect user name or password information. Be aware that if you make a correction in the Remote Info category, that correction is not automatically transferred to the Application Server category. You will have to manually go to that category and make the correction.

Making a Connection

Once a site is defined, it is necessary to make a connection to the database located on the server. This connection will then be used by UD and the code it generates to support the database-enabled web site.

Begin by opening up your home page (default.html). Using the Modify menu, select Connections…. You should see the “Connections for Site ‘…’” dialog box appear.
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Click on New and select “Custom Connection String” from the popup menu.
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The Custom Connection String dialog (see next page) is used to provide information needed by the server to locate your database and to decide what software it should use to manage the database. Like with the site parameters, the information you supply here is very “picky” in terms of spelling so be careful when you type.
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The “Connection Name” is up to you to define. The naming conventions say start with “conn” and then follow this with something meaningful. For this example, I am going to enter “connHolyCow”.

The Connection String is more complex and must be exact. You should enter the following:

driver={Microsoft Access Driver (*.mdb)};dbq=f:\courses\eBiz509\txxx\myDemoSite\holyCow.mdb
In this string, “xxx” is your team number, “myDemoSite” is the name of the folder that stores your site, and “holyCow” is the name of the database.

After entering the Connection String value, click on the Test button. If you are lucky, you will get the following dialog.
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If you are not lucky, you will get an error message. An error usually means a typo (a parenthesis “(” where a curly brace “{” belongs for example). Check the string over carefully (have someone else look at it too). Note that the error might be related to a Site setting you created earlier.

Once you have made a successful connection you are ready to start building your site.

