Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy Graduate Program Structure

MOTION 1:  

The current UW administrative designations for our graduate program areas will be deleted and replaced by separate UW designations for only the MS, PhD and professional masters degree programs. 

Rationale:  This motion addresses the way that the UW tracks our graduate programs.  Currently, each program area receives a separate tracking code, making it appear that we have many (unrelated) programs.  Deleting the current coding would make our program designation similar to other UW graduate degree programs, but would still allow for internal “emphasis areas” that would oversee various administrative tasks (admissions decisions, etc).
Motion passed with 25 yes, 0 no and 0 abstentions at all-college faculty meeting of March 18, 2003.

MOTION 2:  

The coursework structure for the College’s Master of Science and Doctoral degrees shall be (see Diagram):

1) Masters Degree

Orientation:

· 1-2 credits: single course taken by all incoming graduate students

Disciplinary  Knowledge:

· minimum10 credits (400-500 level): menu driven
Research Design and Quantitative Analysis:

· minimum 8 credits (400-500 level): menu driven

Social and Natural Sciences Applied to Natural Resource and Environmental Issues:

· 3-5 credits (400-500 level): single course or (short) menu driven
Current Topics:

· 2 credits (500 level): topics vary from year to year 

Thesis Research:

· CFR 700  (9 UW minimum)

2) Doctoral Degree

Same as for Masters Degree with one additional course in each of the categories: Disciplinary Knowledge, Research Design and Quantitative Analysis, and Current Topics.  Dissertation Research (27 credits of CFR 800) replaces Thesis Research requirement.

Rationale:  

1) Research degrees within the College have similar essential components that can be met by different specific courses.

2) Degree coursework should provide students with: 

· fundamental knowledge in relevant discipline(s)

· skills of research design and data analysis

· opportunities to compare social and natural science paradigms, theories, methods related to natural resource and environmental issues 

· opportunities for interpretation of current literature

· opportunities to exchange expertise and insights and to build informal and formal collaborations

· research mentoring .

3) Graduates should understand key social and natural science paradigms and principles involved in natural resource and environmental issues.

Motion passed with 25 yes, 0 no and 0 abstentions at all-college faculty meeting of March 18, 2003.

Administration issues: 
1) Courses in the categories of Disciplinary Knowledge and Research Design and Quantitative Analysis will be selected in consultation with the student’s committee.

2) Annual review of coursework and research progress:  done by Graduate Committee

3) Admissions process: to be decided 
suggestion: same review process as exists now with “emphasis areas” evaluating student applications and making recommendations for admission.  Under a University enrollment cap, the Graduate Committee might set quota for interest groups based on numbers of faculty and enrollments per group. 
4) Scholarship recommendations: to be decided
suggestion:  same process as exists now with “emphasis areas” making recommendations for scholarships to newly admitted students. No change in existing scholarship policies for enrolled students.
5) research proposals and general exam: to be decided
Proposed Coursework Structure for MS and PhD Degrees

	COURSEWORK CATEGORIES

	

	Orientation 

(1-2 credits)

	Social and Natural Sciences Applied to Natural Resource and Environmental Issues

 (3-5 credits)

	Disciplinary Knowledge 

(min. 10 credits)*

	Research Design and Quantitative Analysis 
(min. 8 credits)*

	Current Topics 

(min. 2 credits)*

	Thesis/Dissertation Research

(UW minimum)


Minimum credits MS

* 1 additional course required for PhD







