PROPOSED NAME CHANGE FOR UW RESEARCH CENTER (not seeking central support)

Requested by:

Anne C. Steinemann

Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Professor, Evans School of Public Affairs

Director, Center for Water and Watershed Studies 

Phone:  206-616-2661; e-mail:  acstein@u.washington.edu
Current Name:  The Center for Water and Watershed Studies

http://depts.washington.edu/cwws/

Proposed Name:  The Water Center

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Center is to produce scientific peer-reviewed research that will address critical issues, inform decisions, and shape policies concerning water resources in the region and beyond.  We bring together expertise from a range of disciplines, including forest resources, engineering, ocean and fishery sciences, and public affairs. The Center integrates research with education and outreach, thereby uniting researchers, students, professionals, and the public in a collaborative effort to solve problems.  Given the widespread significance of water and natural resources, the Center serves a broad constituency and a vital role in the region.

List of principal faculty members 
· Anne C. Steinemann CWWS Director, Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering, School of Public Affairs

· Jim Agee Professor, Forest Resources

· Marina Alberti Associate Professor, Department of Urban Design and Planning 
· Bob Bilby Affiliate Professor, Weyerhaeuser
· Pete Bisson Affiliate Professor, USDA Forest Service

· Susan Bolton Professor, Forest Resources

· Derek Booth Research Associate Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering

· Mike Brett Associate Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering

· Stephen Burges Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering

· Loveday Conquest Professor, Aquatic and Fishery Sciences

· Bob Edmonds Professor and Associate Dean, Forest Resources

· Kern Ewing Professor, Forest Resources

· Robert Gara Professor, Forest Resources

· Kristina Hill Associate Professor, Landscape Architecture

· Jim Karr Professor, Aquatic and Fishery Sciences and Zoology Adjunct Professor, Civil Engineering, Environmental Health, and Public Affairs

· Peter Kiffney Affiliate Professor, National Marine Fisheries Service

· Dave Montgomery Professor, Earth and Space Sciences, Director, Quartenary Research Center

· Timothy Nyerges Professor, Department of Geography

· Devon Pena Professor, Anthropology and Chicano Studies 

· Richard Palmer Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering 

· Tom Quinn Professor, Aquatic and Fishery Sciences

· Jeffrey Richey Professor, Oceanography

· Clare Ryan Associate Professor, Forest Resources

· Tom Sibley Associate Professor, Aquatic and Fishery Sciences and National Marine Fisheries Service

· Si Simenstad Coordinator Wetland Ecosystem Team, Aquatic and Fishery Sciences

· David Stensel Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering

· Kristiina Vogt Professor, Forest Resources

· Stephen West Professor and Associate Dean, Forest Resources

· Robert Wissmar Research Professor, Aquatic and Fishery Sciences

· Steve Wondzell Research Aquatic Ecologist, Olympia Forestry Sciences Laboratory


A short summary of the Center's preliminary research agenda, including brief initial project descriptions:

The Center's research agenda covers one primary and two secondary areas, as outlined below.  The first, "Water and Watersheds in the Region," has been and will remain the priority research area of the Center.  The second and third areas, "Water and Global Issues" and "Water and Heath," represent growing activities for the Center.
Water and Watersheds in the Region

Forests and Riparian Systems

· large woody debris recruitment

· ecological function of streams

· fire ecology

Fish and Fish Habitat

· habitat protection and restoration

· salmonid natural history and productivity

· salmon recovery planning

Stream Processes

· stream restoration and rehabilitation

· evaluation of instream flows

· dam removals

Water Quality 

· stormwater management

· best management practices

· low impact development

Water Resources Management

· water shortages and droughts

· water and energy planning

· climate change and climate variability

Water Policy

· water economics; water markets

· watershed plan implementation 

· water conflicts and resolutions

Water and Global Issues

· water security 

· transboundary water disputes

· water resources in a global economy

· water and wastewater in developing countries

· global change and its effects on water resources

Water and Health

· emerging contaminants in water supplies

· health of water resources and watersheds

· environmental health

· wastewater treatment processes

· global change and its effects on water and health

Reasons for the requested name change include
(1) To more accurately reflect the Center’s strategic vision and expanded partnerships. “Water” is the single consistent theme among the Center's affiliates and research activities.

(2) To pursue sources of funding that are difficult to access under the current name.  These sources include programs within NIH, NSF, NASA, and NOAA. 

(3) To ensure the Center's long-term viability and flexibility to respond to future trends; to open up new possibilities while not closing existing ones.
(4) To address concerns with the current name of the Center, as voiced by a number of Center affiliates.  Among their concerns:  the current name is too cumbersome, too vague, and too limiting to reflect new areas of research.  

(5) To have a name that is pithy, punchy, and easily remembered and quoted. 
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