Biostatistics 578
Grading

The grade in this class will be composed of three parts:

Class Participation: 15%

· 5%:  
Peer reviews of final project presentations.  A small justification for each score is needed; if you liked how the methods were presented, note it down.     

· 10%: 
Participation in class.  Attendance, asking questions when something is unclear, and so on.
Homework: 5%

Final Project: 80%

· 30%:
Presentation.  Let us  aim for a 15  minute talk.  Either bring your presentation on a format that’s easy to access (USB flash drive, etc) or email it to Andrew before the day you present.  If you’re using something different that requires set-up (overheads come to mind), let us know so that we can make sure the projector (or whatever) is on hand.
· 50%
Written.  The length of the paper is somewhat variable; a guideline is to have no fewer than seven pages, while no more than twenty.  The following outline may be helpful for structure:

· Background:  Discuss your area of research and the specific objective that your analysis attempts to answer.

· Data:  Describe your dataset here; summary tables are very appropriate.  Pay particular attention to describing where the missing data occur, and whether they have some type of structure (drop-out, data intentionally not measured, etc) or not (intermittent missingness, no patterns, etc).  If you simplified your analysis for the sake of making this project possible, describe what you did here, and why!

· Statistical Methods:  This should be the primary focus of your paper.  What methods did you use to address the problem of missing data?  Why?  Remember to justify your assumptions here; multivariate normality is an assumption, as is that the data are missing at random!   Any statistical method makes assumptions; talk about them in this section.  

· Results:  Report the results of your analysis.  It’s fairly standard to compare the results with those from a complete-case analysis, if your missing data is tractable to doing that.  Discuss the results.

· Conclusion:  What are your findings with respect to the specific objective you set out to answer?  Is there anything you’d like to do differently, or any further hypotheses to be investigated?

If there are any remaining questions, email Andrew or Eric!  
