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18.1.6 The term relationship designator▼ refers to a designator that indicates the nature of 
the relationship between a resource and a person, family, or corporate body associated with 
that resource.  
A relationship designator is recorded with the authorized access point and/or identifier 
representing the associated person, family, or corporate body. 
 
18.4.1 Record a relationship designator to indicate the specific function performed by a 
person, family, or corporate body in relation to the resource (see 18.5).  
Record the appropriate relationship designator with the identifier and/or the authorized 
access point representing that person, family, or corporate body. 
 
24.1.5  The term relationship designator▼ refers to a designator that indicates the nature of 
the relationship between works, expressions, manifestations, or items. A relationship 
designator is recorded with the authorized access point, identifier, and/or description 
representing the related work, expression, manifestation, or item. 
 
24.4  Record an appropriate relationship designator to specify the nature of the relationship 
(see 24.5). 
 
29.1.5  The term relationship designator▼ refers to a designator that indicates the nature of 
the relationship between persons, families, or corporate bodies. A relationship designator is 
recorded with the authorized access point and/or identifier representing the related person, 
family, or corporate body. 
 
29.4  Record an appropriate relationship designator to specify the nature of the relationship 
(see 29.5). 
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Key points of the PCC Guidelines on Relationship Designators 

 

When MARC subfield $i for a relationship designator is used in a bibliographic 

record, give it as the first subfield, capitalize the first word in the designator, 

and end the subfield with a colon. 
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Key points of the PCC Guidelines on Relationship Designators 
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The resource being described in this record is the graphic novelization of Oliver Twist.  
The relationship designator in the 700 added entry points to the original work by 
Dickens. 
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NACO guidelines, whether needed as a creator, contributor, etc., under RDA, 
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LC-PCC PS for 9.0 
 
Fictitious Entities and Real Non-Human Entities 
 
LC practice/PCC practice: Apply this chapter to fictitious entities and real non-
human entities following the guidelines below: 
 
No LCSH Authority Record Exists 
Create a name authority record for the entity following RDA instructions and 
NACO guidelines, whether needed as a creator, contributor, etc., under RDA, 
or needed only for subject access. Do not create a subject proposal for LCSH. 
 
LCSH Authority Record Exists 
If needed as a creator, contributor, etc., under RDA, create a new name 
authority record and notify the Policy & Standards Division (policy@loc.gov) 
to cancel the existing subject authority record. 
 
Optionally, a new name authority record may be created for such an entity if 
needed only for subject access. If a name authority record is created, notify 
the Policy & Standards Division (policy@loc.gov) to cancel the existing subject 
authority record. 
Future activity: A project to transition all fictitious and real non-human 
entities from LCSH will be conducted as resources are available. 
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An example of a resource that presents a fictitious character as a creator. 
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Here’s her authority record.  Since there is no conflict with any other person with the 
same name, RDA does not require the addition of the qualifier “(Fictitious character)” 
to the authorized access point.  However, the other designation associated with the 
person is a core element for fictitious persons, so it is recorded as a separate element 
in MARC 368 subfield $c.  Note that just like any other persons, other attributes and 
variant access points may be recorded as well. 
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Here are some works created or contributed to by another fictitious character. 
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And here is the bibliographic record in OCLC for the book by Miss Piggy. 
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Here is a motion picture.  CLICK ON HYPERLINK TO OPEN A NEW WINDOW AND VIEW 
THE OPENING CREDITS 
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Opening credits for the film include this real non-human entity. 
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Here is Flash’s name authority record. 
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Here access points have been made for two real non-human persons associated with 
a work, but not considered creators, in this case the addressees of correspondence. 
 
addressee A person, family, or corporate body to whom a work or part of a work is 
addressed. 
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Authority record for Socks.  You can see from the subfield $z in the 010 that the 
subject authority record for him was cancelled after the name authority was created.  
LCSH subject authority record control numbers begin with the prefix “sh”. 
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Fictitious and legendary characters and real non-human entities can also more 
commonly be the subjects of works, as seen in this and the next two slides. 
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“(Fictitious character)” was added to the authorized access point in this case because 
there was another person with the same name already established. 
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9.6.1.7  For a fictitious or legendary person, record Fictitious character, Legendary 
character, or another appropriate designation. 
9.6.1.8  For a real non-human entity, record a designation for type, species, or breed. 
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Searching for a particular name: Here’s a personal name keyword search in the name 
authority file for the fictitious character from Arthur Conan Doyle, John H. Watson. 
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Results of personal name keyword search of the authority file for John H. Watson 
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Searching for a particular name: Here’s a personal name browse search in the name 
authority file for John H. Watson. 
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Here’s his name authority record. 
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Searching by entity attributes:  Here is a search for the entity attribute that would be 
recorded in the 368 $c of the name authority record for a fictitious character.  The 
keyword used here is the LCSH term “Fictitious characters” rather than the singular 
form that might be added as a qualifier to a name.  The RDA element Other 
Designation Associated with the Person is a core element for fictitious characters, but 
it is not automatically included in authorized access points for the person.  Therefore 
it’s better to search it as an entity attribute rather than as part of the name itself. 
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Results of the keyword search “fictitious characters” as an entity attribute.  As can be 
seen from the first screen of results, not all of the names have the qualifier 
“(Fictitious character)”. 
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Here’s one of the authority records for a name that doesn’t have a qualifier, showing 
that records for fictitious characters can still be found by searching for the entity 
attribute Other Designation Associated with the Person. 
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Approved monthly list (April 2014) showing an example of a cancelled subject 
replaced by a name authority.  The authorized access point for the name is not always 
the same as the LCSH, as can be seen in this example. 
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Examples of fictitious character headings being cancelled from LCSH.  The first is 
replaced by an identical RDA name access point, but the RDA form of the authorized 
access point for the second is different from the LCSH form. 
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In addition to following the approved monthly lists, catalogers can also look at 
proposed LCSH changes, through monthly tentative lists of new and changed 
headings.  The latest tentative list that is available online is the one for June 2014.  
This contains proposals for new LCSH, changes to LCSH, and cancellations.  Note that 
these proposals are NOT YET APPROVED and so the subject authority file in OCLC will 
not yet reflect any of the proposals.  However, the presence of the cancellation 
proposals such as the ones shown in this slide indicate that you can already start 
using the RDA name authorities for these entities as subjects in bibliographic records. 
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Additional cancellation proposals on the June 2014 tentative list. 
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In LCSH, free-floating subdivisions established under Names of Persons are not 
applicable to individual fictitious and legendary characters, individual gods and 
mythological figures, and individual named animals.  Use the list of free-floating 
subdivisions of general application in H 1095 instead. 
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The free-floating general subdivision --Art may be used under names of individual 
persons who lived before 1400, names of deities and mythological or legendary 
figures, individual fictitious characters and groups of fictitious characters, and under 
headings of the type [topic]–[subdivision]. 
 
The free-floating general subdivision --In art may be used under names of countries, 
cities, etc., and individual corporate bodies, and individual Christian denominations, 
and under uniform titles, for their representation as physical objects in artistic works. 
Use as a form subdivision for works consisting of reproductions of artistic works that 
depict the place, body, etc.  Use as a topical subdivision for works that discuss the 
place, body, etc., as a theme in art. 
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The slide shows two proposed literature terms to be added to LCGFT.  The literature 
terms have been developed by the ALA ALCTS Subject Analysis Committee 
Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation. 
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LC is working with the American Theological Library Association on religion terms, 
with the Music Library Association on music terms, and with the ALA ALCTS Subject 
Analysis Committee Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation on literature and 
general terms.  New MARC fields have been created or proposed to accommodate 
aspects/characteristics of works and expressions that are not specifically genre/form 
but were treated with genre/form in LCSH. 
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Field Definition: A group category to which the creator(s) of a work or compilation of 
works, or the contributor(s) to an expression or compilation of expressions, belongs.  
If a demographic group is not specified then multiple creator/contributor group 
categories from the same source vocabulary or code list may be recorded in the same 
field in separate occurrences of subfield $a and subfield $b. If a demographic group is 
specified then the categories in the field must all come from the same group. Terms 
from different source vocabularies are recorded in separate occurrences of the field. 
 
$2 - Source 
MARC code that identifies the source of the term or code used to record the 
creator/contributor information.  
Code from: Subject Heading and Term Source Codes.  
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Field Definition: A category of persons for which a resource is intended or a category 
of persons representing the intellectual level for which the content of a resource is 
considered appropriate.  
If a demographic group is not specified then multiple audience characteristics from 
the same source vocabulary or code list may be recorded in the same field in 
separate occurrences of subfield $a and subfield $b. If a demographic group is 
specified then the characteristics in the field must all come from the same group. 
Terms from different source vocabularies are recorded in separate occurrences of the 
field. 
 
$2 - Source 
MARC code that identifies the source of the term or code used to record intended 
audience information.  
Code from: Subject Heading and Term Source Codes or Target Audience Code and 
Term Source Codes.  
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In fields 385 and 386, subfield $m denotes a particular category that the term in 
subfield $a falls into.  Subfield $n is a code for that category. 
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Because the authority records for Women and Americans will include an 072 code for 
the demographic group category that the terms fall into, it won’t be necessary to use 
subfields $m or $n with terms from LCDGT.  
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This new proposed field will be discussed later this month at the MARC Advisory 
Committee meetings held during ALA Annual in Las Vegas.  The field would be used to 
record chronological terms representing the time period of creation or origin of 
works and expressions. 
 
Field definition: The time period of creation or origin of the work or expression 
(including aggregate works), or of the works or expressions contained in an 
aggregation.  
Coded dates or time periods of creation are recorded in field 046. 
 
First Indicator – Type of time period 
# - No information provided 
1 – Creation 
         The time period of creation or origin of the work/expression, or, of the 
components of an aggregate work considered collectively. 
2 – Creation of aggregation 
         The time period of creation or origin of an aggregate work 
 
$2 - Source of term (NR) 
         Specifies a code that identifies the source of a controlled vocabulary used in $a. 
 
LC has not yet indicated if it will be creating a new vocabulary for time period of 
creation terms. 
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Recording performed by Rachel Burton and the Encore Chamber Orchestra, published 
in 1997. Individual concertos dates range from 1775 to 1899. 
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Recording performed by Rachel Burton and the Encore Chamber Orchestra, published 
in 1997. Individual concertos dates range from 1775 to 1899. 
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