What Makes a Good Blog Entry for Anthropology 269?

The blog entries for this class should take the form of what is often called “the familiar essay.” This genre of writing is often associated with the 19th-Century and became somewhat of an “endangered species” of writing and considered as unsuited to the fast pace of modern life. It lives on in publications such as The New Yorker and is even making a comeback as people come to reclaim the practices of “slow living.” Its revival is also evident in the form of some of the blogs you have been introduced to through this course (orangette, syllabub, etc.).

The personal essay asks you to draw on your memories, personal life experience, and creative IDEAS regarding the world around you. By definition, the personal essay incorporates personal experience and reflection, and relates it to your ideas regarding other written and visual texts. Metaphorically, you might think of this form of writing as a fabric that "weaves" together five important threads. 
I = (Individual Experience)

D= (Reflection on your Experience)

E= (Evidence from Course Materials)

A= (Analysis of Course Materials)

S= (Synthesis) 

 

What this assignment is NOT:
This assignment is not a "diary "!!! That is, it is not intended to be an unfiltered catalogue of all of your thoughts. This essay asks you to provide IDEAS about your experiences that relate them to the larger world and also explicitly with the course materials.  
What I want to see is how your thinking about the food you eat is evolving and changing the way you understand your own connection to the social and natural worlds you inhabit. Think of yourself as being in dialogue with the readings and with the discussions we have in class.
 

What  "Ingredients" Should These Entries Have?:
Writing is rather like cooking (though don't despair, if you are a terrible chef you may yet be a fantastic writer!). Essays incorporate various ingredients (interesting language, experience, reflection, complex ideas, and evidence from course materials) to create a unique recipe.  
In "reality," this is an extremely poor metaphor because writing is usually a startling, mysterious process.  Many of the "ingredients" we use (i.e. our ideas) are drawn inexplicably and wildly from our sub-conscious.  It may be more helpful to imagine a chef that has an infinite number of ingredients at his/her disposal, all of which are unlabeled!  It is your job as a writer to create an essay wherein, after reflection and revision, you can "label" the strange, chaotic thoughts you pull from the depths of your mind, and organize them into something beautifully crafted.  Your essay must have the following "ingredients" in order to have a LIFE as an essay!

L= LANGUAGE 
I=  IDEAS & ANALYSIS 
F= FORM & EVOLUTION
E= EVIDENCE 

The Food Profile

This assignment will be an extended form of the familiar essay described above, except that it will ask you to do a little research on your own as well as draw from the course materials to write about a specific food, dish, or cuisine. 

I do not expect the student profiles to all focus on the same thing. In such a short essay, you will need to be selective about what you want to write about. It can take the form of a “deep history” of a particular food or you can pull on an interesting story about the food in its history, a study of “food in context” (looking at the sociohistorical settings in which it figures importantly), it can include an ethnographic element (you can ask your family and friends about what the food means to them). It can “follow” the food from its place of production to the place of consumption (how does it get produced, how does it move from one place to another). You can take a processed food and “break it down” into its constituent elements, do a nutritional analysis, think about how a food inserts itself into our everday experience, what foods it might have become a substitute for from an earlier history of our diet. 

As with the rest of the blog entries, I am looking for how you are relating your personal experience to the materials of the course through this exploration.

You can break down the process into the following steps:

· Select your topic

· Do some preliminary research to see which aspects of the topic you wish to focus on.

· Determine how you can create links between your topic and the course materials.

· Complete your research and write.

· After you write your draft, go over it again to develop it with writerly craft. Look at it sentence by sentence. How does it flow? How does it develop the topic? How does it veer from personal experience to the wider context and back to the personal again (or vice versa)? Work on making it as expressive as possible without excessive wordiness. Make every word count.

� This writing prompt was adapted from the following webpage: � HYPERLINK "http://dancetrace.org/work/JESSWEB/WEBWRITING/THE%20FAMILIAR%20SYB-TISCH.htm" ��http://dancetrace.org/work/JESSWEB/WEBWRITING/THE%20FAMILIAR%20SYB-TISCH.htm� and input from one of the evening students (thanks to Chad!). 








