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Gl Twoe verdicts on Cicero

C'lcero"s political achievement may not have been as great as he himself imagined
but his prominence and skill as an orator gained him influence and many su f)lrt ;
as. well a.?' creating powerful enemies; for his opposition to Antony, see B?pﬁ.’i' ;’s
hz‘s relationship with Octavian, B6-8. For his political career, s;e D S’ k o
Cicero, A Political Biography (Oxford 1971). ' | roetion

(a)

This passage refers to Clodius’ attack on Cicero and gives important insight int

rhe. streng.ths and weaknesses of Cicero’s political position, which rested on rh X
forical skill rather than on other attributes, such as birth, é?odius Pulcher an o
be.r of the noble Claudian family and tribune in 58 BC, passed a measur:e e::'fif-
Cicera,; a corrupt opportunist, he used violence fo further his aims. ' ¢

BL;‘I since 'he decided that it was not easy to overthrow a man who had very great
;nOtuz::;:: 1;1 the stalte bybreason of his skill in speaking, he proceeded to conciliate
e populace, but also the knights and the senate, b i
. _ : , by whom Cicero was
ﬁeld m the h‘Jghest regard. His hope was that if he could make these men his own
f:a rmtlhght ?as:i:/ caus; tl:fl downfall of the orator, whose strength lay rather in thc;
an in the good-will which he inspired, For Cicero a
_ _ red, nnoyed great numbers b
?}112 sgeec}:lhes, ;nd thos.e;I whom he aided were not so thoroughly vfon to his side a};
whom he injured were zlienated; for most men are
_ _ ; more ready to feel irri-
gali:on ﬂ?jt nl\:fht:}ilt displeases them. than to feel grateful to any one for kindnesses, and
Chiz'f hink a.t tthey have paid their advocates in full with their fee, while ’their
mm is to get even with their opponents in some w : i
. . ay or other. Cice
Lr}oiit;;e:,hmade tfor hlms;lf very bitter enemies by always striving to get the bet::g;
¢ most powerful men and by always employin i
cessive frankness of speech toward all alike; was i o ot & reputation
; e; for he was in pursuit of i
for sagacity and eloquence such P ven in proforonce to
: as no one else possessed, even in prefe
being thought a good citizen, As i ; " the greatost
. a result of this and because he was the
. reatest
;Joo;:;r ;hve and regarded no one as equal to himself, but in his words and ]jgfe a]ikse
own upon everybody and would not live as an i
y one else did, he was weari-
some and burdensome, and was consequently both disliked and hated even by th .
very persons whom he otherwise pleased. Y
Dio Cassius 38, 12,
tr. E. Cary (Loeb 1914)

(b)
f’;lzezzni;c.ame c:;:z.gd i}n 63 BC and was hailed as the saviour of Rome for defeating
iracy of Catiline, an ambitious aristocrat wh } ]
3 o had organized disaffected
elements throughout Italy in an attempt to gain power; Cicero, finding prfgof of

this, denounced the conspi
is, den pirators and had some of them put to d ]
trial. This was used against him by Clodius. put 1o death without @
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Although Cicero was not expressly named in the wording of the bill, it was aimed
at him alone. And so this man, who had earned by his great services the gratitude of
his country, gained exile as his reward for saving the state. Caesar and Pompey were
not free from the suspicion of havinghad 2 share in the fall of Cicero. Cicero seemed
to have brought upon himself their resentment by refusing to be a member of the
commission of twenty charged with the distribution of lands in Campania. Within
two years Cicero was restored to his country and to his' former status, thanks to
the interest of Gnaeus Pompeius—somewhat belated, it is true, but effective when
once exerted—and thanks to the prayers of Italy, the decrees of the senate, and the
zealous activity of Annius Milo, tribune of the people. Since the exile and return
of Numidicus no one had been banished amid greater popular disapproval or
welcomed back with greater enthusiasm. As for Cicero’s house, the maliciousness
of its destruction by Clodius was now compensated for by the magnificence of its
restoration by the senate.

Velleius Paterculus 2. 45. 1-3
tr. F.W. Shipley (Loeb 1924)

G2 Conflict and values in the late Republic

(@

The speech was prepared in defence of Publius Sestius, a tribune of the plebs, who
was prosecuted at the instigation of Clodius in 56 BC. The context is therefore that
of the struggle between the factions of the Optimates and Populares during the
declining years of the Republic. The extract is important for its identification of
the qualities ascribed to the Optimates with the gloria of Rome’s Imperial expan-
sion. For a detailed discussion of the relationship between social values and Imperial
attitudes see P.A. Brunt ‘Laus Imperii *in (eds.} P.A. Garnsey and C.R. Whittaker
Imperialism in the Ancient World (Cambridge 1978).

Those, then, who seek to win the praise of men of standing, which alone deserves
the name of honour, must ever strive to win for others the peace and pleasures
which they must deny themselves. They must toil and sweat for the common good;
they must face hostility and often endure danger for the sake of the res publica; they
must wrestle with many unscrupulous rascals and scoundrels; and sometimes they
must even challenge the men of power. Such was the policy, such the achievement
of our most distinguished statesmen;itisa tale made familiar to all of us by legend,
tradition, and history. And, 1 ask you, do we ever find held up as paragons for
emulation men who have at any time incited the people to revolution, or clouded
their innocent judgement by wholesale distributions of largesse, o1 heaped calumny
on any man of courage or distinction who served the res publica well? The general
verdict of our citizens has always been that such men were irresponsible, reckless,
criminal, subversive, while those who thwarted their attacks and assaults, those
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whose authority, integrity, determination, and high resolve stood firm against the
counsels of Rome’s enemies, those are the men whom they have always called our

men of principle, our most influential members, our leaders, and the sources of
our greal imperial achievement.

Cicero Pro Sestio 139 tr. WK, Lacey and B.W J.G. Wilson
Res Publica: Roman Society and Politics according to Cicero (Bristol/Oxford 1978)

(b)

On the desire for peace after the civil wars see also B27

But just at the present time there it no reason for the People to disagree with their
picked and chief men, They demand nothing, they do not desire revolution, they
delight in their own peace, in the honour of the ‘Best Men,” and in the glory of the
whole State. And so those who are for revolution and riot, unable any longer to
arouse the Roman People by state-bounty, because the commaon folk, after passing
through so many serious insurrections and disorders, welcome peace—they now
hold meetings packed with hirelings, nor is it their aim to say or propose what those

present wish to hear, but they use corruption and bribery to make it appear that
everything they say is listened to with pleasure.

Cicero Pro Sestio 104
tr. R. Gardner (Loeb 1958)

G3 Standing for public office

The Short Guide to Electioneering (Commentariolum Petitionis) & pamphlet on
how to seek election to the consulship, is attributed to Quintus, Marcus Cicero’s
brother. It may indeed have been written by Quintus, or by a contemporary, or
even by a later guthor imitating the style and language of the late Republic (see
M.I. Henderson ‘De Commentariolo Petitionis’ IRS 40 (1950) 8-21). There are
many similarities to Marcus Cicero’s speech In Toga Candida, delivered a few days
before the elections of 64 BC. A novus homo { pl. novi homines) was literally a new
man; someone who sought public office from outside the ruling Senatorial class.
Although influential in their own area, Cicero’s family were Equestrian (equites),
and, although Equestrians could enter the Senate by being elected to a lower
magistracy, it was almost unhegrd for a new man to seek the consulship (cf. Velleius
Paterculus, 2, 76, 4). The publicani were very rich Equestrian businessmen who bid
Jor public contracts tendered by the censors, collegia here refers to the politically
active societles of the late Republie; amici were friends with political influence or

political allies. The municipia were towns in [taly with independent munricipal
administrations.
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9 Consider what city this is, what you are seekin:g,.whoAyou ‘are. Almost :v:gn iaji
as you go down to the forum, you must bear this in mind—1 am a novu .

ing the consulship. This is Rome.’ _
am'[s'izk?;c%ttmat you arep a novus homo will be made considerably ]lesi1 hafShth th;

t distinction.

i . for oratory has always conferred grea

reputation of your oratory; ” e be
i he advocate of men of consu
man who is thought worthy to be t ( ! ke Can e
i ip. Since you have this reputaty
dered unworthy of the consulship :

f:i?lsll and your position, whatever it is, is the result of this, come preparfd t}r;) ::s;kr
as th:)ugli in each individual case a verdict were t0 be made on your whole cha

ility. o
andsab Sez that the aids to this ability which I know are your sl?ecnal glfts agz ::atii

i : i i d again of what Demetrius wrote a
and available: remind yourself time an s o oy

i henes, Secondly see that people know
study and practice of Demost o
i f men they are. For what novi
friends you have and what sO1t © e o homines Sy
hich you have? You have all the pu .
possessed the advantages whi e o st
] ici al to you alone, many me:
all the eguites, many municipia loy : e, > whom
] ddition very many young i
e defended, several collegia, and in a \

;’12:: 1;:1;11 won ove; to you by the study of oratory, and a large and constant circle
of @mici in daily attendance.

i ] i ing 2-3
Q. Cicero] A Short Guide to Flectioneering
t[r. D.W. Taylor and J. Murrell LACTOR 3 (1968)

G4 Cicero on writing philosophy

Titus Pomponius, nicknamed Atticus, a wealthy equestrian, .was a Io_;lfal an; d?v;:g‘
friend to Cicero. Their edited correspondence is full of :r.:formqn;m arfeufor o
CLé ili i ' tions, as well as being a ricit sou
charactérs, families, friends, and occupa \ _ wee for 10
[ti ial Ii ir til For text, translation and commentary, )
litical and socigl life of their fimes. ) : : ! ;
{;20 Shackleton Bailey Cicero’s Letters to Atticus; Cicero’s Letters to his Friends

(Cambridge 1965-8; 1977).

(a)

The De Officiis was published in Noventber 44 BC; Quintus Cicero was married to
Atticus’ sister, not very happily.

4 Now to your more recent letter. I have completed the sub.je.ct. of Duty, so f:ar

as Panaetius goes, in two books. He has three. He begins t;ly t;llmdmg tl;e enit:u:i:;:
i ; ies: hen the question is whether an action

on Duty into three categories: (@ w ; ' e A e o e
; it i jent or inexpedient; and (c) how to judg

or wrong; (b) whether it is expedien . o in cases

i that of Regulus—right to go back,
f apparent conflict between the two, €.8. 0 . ;
;edigrl:t to remain. He gives an excellent exposition of a and b; ¢ he promises to
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g:)ssci\;s:m%ﬁsd;l; course b;lt I;sver actually did so. That topic was followed up by
. I have sent for his book and have also written t
. i o Athenodorus th
a?i:nﬁirl:lun to send me an abstract, for which I am now waiting. Would you ;1]::132
:3,11) e e 1 np(;)hslh, ask _him t.o send it as soon as possible? It includes a section on
Duty d tpth ; i on given glr?umstances’. As for your query about the title, I make
O o ! iz; ‘[Ogﬂgfgn], 1sI dl;tgr’, unless you have some other suggestion ’But the
es’. i '
aopropiate. . address it to my son Marcus. That seemed not in-
Cau6se til};a;z ;ﬁz rbtizsrie;l mysetfldown at Pompeii as I wrote that I should, partly be
_ is abominable, partly because I get letters d ’ '
vian urging me to put my shoulder to the whe e B
. el, come to Capua, save th i
zh :Ie]clzon;i tlfme, and at all events return to Rome at once.P:Durst noteni'ils): bfl(l)c
shar e, ;);d t}’.lar a(.:cept. He has certainly shown, and continues to show, plenty o;'
Thiniy, o e will g0 to Rome with a large following; but he is very m,uch abo
Thint ] i; Senate wnl__l meet at once. Who will come? And who, supposin I{e
Jmmas.r,yv;r1 ! run 1I1)p against Anton'y in so uncertain a situation? On :Lhe Kalendgs of
january b bmayl e some protection; or perhaps the issue will be fought out before
passe.d e ! I(l)gyh 1sC rfmarkacllbly popular in the towns, On his way to Samnium he
ales and stayed the night at Tea i i
P ' num. Amazing recept
emonstrations of encouragement. Would you have thought it? i’or thI;sl?:ass:r? (i

shall return to Rome sooner i
tha .
definitely. . . . n I had intended. I shall write as soon as I decide

Cicero To Atticus 16.11.4;6 (5 Nov. 44 from Puteoli)
tr: D. R. Shackleton Bailey (Cambridge 1965-8)

(b)

Cicero was aware of the diffi es |
: iculties inherent in translati ] i
conicepts into Latin; (cf. also Cicero Academica 1, 6. 24) e Greck philosophica

1 I have really nothing to write about. It was a different stor i
:Efgt dﬁtg;ouglh; something-afresh about Qctavian and mucl? ()s(oi;eplcl)i‘ei?ltn‘:rzeel;
iy 1 Stmz'é] aanswer_ to what you.write (1 got three letters from you on the
tyrani’s rong é‘; gre‘ladWJth you that lf Octavian were to have much power the
end the ths il be b or Bitus. O the oo b 1 he s ot oo
tha; An];ony will be intolerable, so one can’i :)etl] i:r}}lli?:r}idt,c:;?:f:r pesten you can see
wd [katzz_,kzrz til';n:)i 1e?.éiutlg’to another, I don’t feel any doubt that what the Greeks
b o duty’. %y do you doubt that it would apply perfectly well
Senate,sﬂ, , 5 prwa,lte, life? We talk of the Consuls’ duty, don’t we, or th
uty, or a general’s duty? It fits perfectly—or give me something bet,ter )

Cicero To Atticus 16. 14.1;3 (12(?) Nov. 44 from A:pinumj
tr. D. R. Shackleton Bailey (Cambridge 1965-8)
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G5 Cicero justifies turning to philosophy

The De Officiis { conventionally translated as ‘'On Duties’) is written in the form of
advice given to Cicero’s son Marcus {whom he addresses as Cicero, often ‘my
Cicero’). It was among his last works composed between 45 and 44 BC. The follow-
ing passages provide an indication of Cicero’s attitude to philosophical pursuits {cf.
also Cicero Academica 2. 5-6, on the appropriateness of Greek learning and philo-

sophy for public men).
(@)

7 Although my books have aroused in not a few men the desire not only to read
but to write, yet 1 sometimes fear that what we term philosophy is distasteful to
certain worthy gentlemen, and that they wonder that 1 devote so much time and
attention to it.

Now, as long as the state was administered by the men to whose care she had volunJ
tarily entrusted herself, 1 devoted all my effort and thought to her. But when every-
thing passed under the absolute control of a despot and there was no longer any room
for statesmanship or authority of mine; and finally when [ had lost the friends who
had been associated with mein the task of serving the interests of the state, and who
were men of the highest standing, 1 did not resign myself to grief, by which T should
have been overwhelmed, had I not struggled against it; neither, on the other hand,
did I surrender myself to a life of sensual pleasure unbecoming 10 a philosopher.

3 [ would that the government had stood fast in the position it had begun to
assume and had not fallen into the hands of men who desired not so much to re-
form as to abolish the constitution. For then, in the first place, 1 should now be
devoting my energies more to public speaking than to writing, as I used to do when
the republic stood; and in the second place, I should be committing to written form
not these present essays but my public speeches, as 1 often formerly did. But when
the republic, to which all my care and thought and effort used to be devoted, was
no more, then, of course, my voice was silenced in the forum and in the senate. j

(b)

5 Therefore, amid all the present most awful calamities 1 yet flatter myself that
I have won this good out of evil_that I may commit to written form matters not at
all familiar to our countrymen but still very much worth their knowing. For what,
in the name of heaven, is more t0 be desired than wisdom? What is more to be
prized? What is better for a man, what more worthy of his nature? Those who seek
after it are called philosophers; and philosophy is nothing else, if one will translate
the word into our idiom, than ‘the 1ove of wisdom.” Wisdom, moreover, as the word
has been defined by the philosophers of old, is ‘the knowledge of things human and
divine and of the causes by which those things are controlled.” And if the man lives
who would belittle the study of philosophy, 1 quite fail to see what in the world
he would see fit to praise.
Cicero De Officiis 2.2-3,5
tr. W. Miller (Loeb 1913)
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